
Wisconsin REC Superintendents’ Association 
 

 
October 23, 2025 
 
To:  REC Managers, Operations Managers, and Line Superintendents 
 
From: Wendy Fassbind, Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association 
 
Re:  2026 Electric Operations Conference & Expo—January 14–16, 2026 
 
The 2026 Electric Operations Conference & Expo is scheduled for January 14–16, 2026 at the Kalahari Resort 
in Wisconsin Dells.  
 
We wish to extend a warm welcome to you and any supervisors at your cooperative who would like to 
attend. Attached you will find a meeting program and a registration form. The registration form lists the 
associated expenses for this conference. 
 
Please fill out the enclosed Registration Form and enclose a check payable to: Wisconsin REC Superintendent’s 
Association.  Mail the registration form and check to: Wendy Fassbind, Wisconsin REC Superintendent’s 
Association, 6405 Century Ave., Suite 102, Middleton, WI 53562-2200, no later than Friday, January 2, 2026. 
Please email your forms BEFORE this deadline date to be sure we get you into the meal counts. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: The Joint Conference with the muni’s and co-ops will begin meeting on Wednesday at 
1 p.m. with the afternoon sessions followed by a Welcome Reception. The joint program will be held all day 
Thursday. The program during the afternoon on Wednesday is for the municipals and the cooperatives, but 
you must register to attend. Please be sure to keep this in mind when making hotel reservations. 
 
IMPORTANT: The graduation and banquet are being held the evening of Thursday, January 15. 
 
ROOM BLOCK 
Kalahari Resort 
1305 Kalahari Drive, Wisconsin Dells, Wis. 
(877) 525-2427 or (608) 254-5466 
 
Room Block Name:  2026 Electric Operations Conference & Expo 
Room Block Expires: December 14, 2025 
Room Rate:   $144 for a single occupancy* 
Online Reservations: 2026 EOCE Room Block 
   *Other suite options are available. 

 
Conference attendees are encouraged to reserve their accommodation early to ensure the best selection. 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at (608) 467-4589 or wendy@weca.coop. 

https://book.passkey.com/event/51080541/owner/49796246/home
mailto:wendy@weca.coop


REGISTRATION FORM 

2026 Electric Operations Conference & Expo 
January 14–16, 2025 

Kalahari Resort ~ Wisconsin Dells 
 

Conference Registration (Banquet is NOT included in Conference Registration): $350.00/person 
(Conference registration includes program/speakers; all breaks; Wednesday, 

Thursday, and Friday programming; all meals except graduation banquet) 
 

Conference Registration          x $350.00/person $   

Thursday Banquet           x $60.00/person  $   
 
   Total Enclosed   $   

 
Cooperative Name:              

Cooperative Address:              

City:        State:   Zip:     

Contact Person Returning Form:            

Contact Person Phone:  (          )    Email:         

Name and email of those attending from your cooperative and please check (√) the function(s) they will be 
attending. Please try to consolidate your attendees onto as few form(s) as possible. Thank you. 

             Wed. p.m.    Thurs./Fri.        Thurs. 
             Name                                         Email                 Sessions    Conference       Banquet 
1.)                
2.)               
3.)               
4.)               
5.)                
6.)                
7.)                

Registration deadline is Friday, January 2, 2026 
  Return this form to:  Attn: Wendy Fassbind 
      Wisconsin REC Superintendent’s Association 
      6405 Century Avenue, Suite 102 
      Middleton, WI 53562-2200 
      Email: wendy@weca.coop 
 

Please make your check payable to:  Wisconsin REC Superintendents’ Association 

mailto:wendy@weca.coop


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14

10:00 a.m. MEUW – Board of Directors’ Meeting

11:00 a.m. Registration Check -in Opens 

Attendees are encouraged to meet colleagues to grab something to eat before the conference begins
(lunch is not provided with registration)

1:00 p.m. Welcome / Kick-Off

1:15 p.m. GENERAL SESSION A:  Updates from the State Utility Regulatory Body
Kristy Nieto, Commissioner, Public Service Commission of Wisconsin

2:15 p.m. NETWORKING BREAK

2:45 p.m. GENERAL SESSION B :  Updates and Insights from Wisconsin Emergency Management
Presenter to be determined

3:30 p.m. GENERAL SESSION C : Data Centers — Electricity Needs and Potential Impacts to Utilities 
Prof. Line Roald, Univ. of Wisconsin Department of Electrical and Engineering (invited)

4:00 p.m. DAY ONE KEYNOTE ADDRESS: “ This is Not My First Rodeo! Strategies for Personal Resilience
During Stressful Times”

One of the most valuable traits for success in life is resilience – a person’s ability to keep moving 
forward despite challenges, and the strength to recover quickly from setbacks. This engaging, 
interactive session will provide practical, research-based strategies for developing your personal 
resilience, benefiting you at work and at home. Brenda Clark Hamilton brings more than 20 years
of experience sharing fresh perspectives in leadership, communication, change management, and 
offering one’s personal best in all facets of life.

5:00—7:00 p.m. WELCOME RECEPTION (followed by dinner on your own)

THURSDAY , JANUARY 15

6:30—9:00 a.m. -in Available 

6:30 a.m.

8:00 a.m.

8:10 a.m. Updates from ATC

Vice President, State & Federal Affairs

8:45 a.m. Battery Storage and Power Stations

9:30 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

12:00 p.m.

1:15 p.m.
Energy Dome: The Columbia Energy Storage Project

Bremel, Alliant Energy Director - Technical Solutions & Federal Funding

9:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 

SUPPLIER EXPO                           
featuring dozens of electric                   

utility supply partners         
showcasing the latest 

technologies, products,                                 
and services
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Program continues until 4:30 p.m.

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Organized by Municipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin (MEUW) and Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association (WECA)

THURSDAY , JANUARY 15

6:30—9:00 a.m. Registration Check -in Available 

6:30 a.m. Breakfast Buffet

8:00 a.m. Welcome / Opening Remarks

8:10 a.m. GENERAL SESSION E: The State of Transmission and the Midwest Grid: Updates from ATC
Ellen Nowak, Vice President, State & Federal Affairs, ATC

8:45 a.m. GENERAL SESSION F: Battery Storage and Power Stations
 Dave Krause, PE, Engineering Operations Manager, EPS

EXTRA: Leveraging AI for Utility Security and Sustainability
Jaxon Worley, Technical Sales Manager, Fast Forward 



Friday, August 13

7:00 to 8:30 a.m. Breakfast Buffet

8:30 a.m. MEUW Board of Directors’ Meeting 

Agenda is subject to change. Current as of July 7, 2021

THURSDAY , JANUARY 15  (continued)

9:30 a.m. NETWORKING BREAK / Supplier Expo Opens

10:30 a.m.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

• Employee Health and Wellness
• Stray Voltage Testing
• Leveraging A I for Utility Security and Sustainability

12:00 p.m. BUFFET LUNCH

1:15 p.m. GENERAL SESSION F: Building An Energy Dome: The Columbia Energy Storage Project
Mike Bremel, Director-Technical Solutions & Federal Funding , Alliant Energy

2:00 p.m. SMALL GROUP COHORT SESSIONS
Facilitated roundtable discussions among similarly situated attendees to address topics most 

important and relevant to the participants —  an opportunity to make connections with others who 

share the same challenges. Participants select their own cohort group (to be defined)

3:00 p.m. NETWORKING BREAK

3:15 p.m. DAY TWO KEYNOTE ADDRESS: “ Believe in Safety”

Brandon Schroeder survived a catastrophic workplace accident in 2011 —  an event that forever 
changed his life and purpose. As a journeyman electrician turned national safety speaker, he delivers                   
a raw, emotional message about the real cost of shortcuts and the power of personal responsibility. 
Brandon challenges audiences to reflect, reset, and commit to a culture where safety isn’t optional 
because it’s personal.

4:25 p.m. Announcement of prize winners (must be present to claim prizes)

4:30 p.m. PROGRAM CONCLUDES

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16

8:00 a.m. REC Superintendents’ Conference

Page 2 of 2

APPRENTICE GRADUATION

6:00 p.m. Reception
7:00 p.m. Banquet and Program

Ticketed event; separate registration required

9:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 

SUPPLIER EXPO
featuring dozens of electric

utility suppl iers and partners         
showcasing the latest technologies, 

products , and services

EOCE26 is presented by
PLATINUM LEVEL SPONSORS

Schedule is current as of October 20, 2025, and is subject to change.   

Call (608) 



Lanyard Color

Imprint Color (White)

2026 ElectricOperationsConference&Expo
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