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Electrical code change on (permanent?) hold
 Only weeks before it was to take 
effect, a long-debated revision of the 
National Electrical Code has been 
postponed and may not be revived, the 
National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) said Monday. 
 The proposal—mandating use 
of triangular conduit in all electrical 
construction—was put on hold as the 
planned June 1 implementation date 

drew near, after the NFPA conceded 
that all efforts to identify a supplier 
of the product had failed.
 Earlier, a similar mandate—
requiring a phased transition to 
triangular pipe—was rejected for 
inclusion in the National Plumbing 
Code after initial testing of prototypes 
revealed apparently insurmountable 
difficulty threading the product. A 

Catching critics of Trump administration environmental policies off-guard, 
Department of Energy (DOE) Secretary Rick Perry (inset) this week defended his 
agency’s plan to continue funding controversial Obama-era research examining the 
potential to harvest emissions-free generation from concentrated populations of electric 
eels, each of which can produce as much as 600 volts per discharge. California-based 
EELectricity LLC will be price-competitive “if environmental regulations can be crafted 
to do for wind and solar energy what they did for coal,” a company spokesman said. 
Perry acknowledged his embarrassment at being unable to recall the name of the 
DOE in a 2012 presidential debate, but added, “since then I’ve developed a much 
fuller appreciation for the important work of the Department of Eels.” 

further problem, advocates conceded, 
was the product’s unusually strong 
resistance to bending: Ironically, the 
same quality that gave triangular 
pipe its exceptional strength made 
it unusable in all but straight-line 
applications, experts said. 
 A nationwide changeover to 
triangular configurations of pipe and 

Lawsuit threatened over proposed grain pipeline
 A Canadian company’s planned 
600-mile pipeline to transport grain 
from the prairies of Saskatchewan to 
processing plants in the Twin Cities ran 
afoul of the Burlington Northern Santa 
Fe and Union Pacific Railroads this 
week, as the two companies threatened 
litigation to block the project, contend-
ing it would “irreparably alter, and thus 
permanently impair future genera-
tions’ use and enjoyment of lands with 
unique significance to railway history.”
 Sparked by a consultant’s study 
showing shippers of agricultural 
products pay monopoly rail carriers a 
$700 per carload premium above theo-
retical competitive rates, the pipeline 
proposal would offer a “truly unique 
and economical alternative” for grain 
producers across western Canada and 
the Dakotas, according to a spokesman 
for Alberta-based Acme, PLC.
 Grain would move through the 
pipeline under pneumatic pressure, 
the spokesman explained. Still un-
resolved is the choice between two 
radically different engineering op-
tions. One approach would simply 
blow loose grain through the pipeline, 
propelling the product in a stream 
of highly compressed air; the other 
would enclose several tons of kernels 
inside a cylinder not unlike those in 
everyday use at drive-up banking win-
dows but more nearly approximating 
the size of an ordinary school bus.
 Proponents of the loose-grain 
approach maintain that increased 
wear-and-tear caused by the friction 

of kernels continuously bombarding 
the pipeline’s interior at high speed 
would be more than compensated by 
enhanced energy efficiency and reduc-
tion of carbon dioxide emissions as 
the transportation process itself would 
eliminate the need to burn fossil fuels 
for grain-drying.
 But in a rare move, the Sierra 
Club said it would make common 
cause with the railroads and join their 

litigation, citing the risk of pipeline 
explosions in the event of some igni-
tion source triggering a powerful blast 
fueled by grain dust.
 Such a disaster or a spill of any 
kind could quickly result in “the 
uncontrolled emergence of invasive 
wheat fields in environmentally sen-
sitive areas all across the northern 
plains,” a club spokesman warned.
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Is being weekly preparation and distrib-
uted same way ever since 1956 for provide 
right now information of need to non-profit, 
consumer-owned electricity cooperatives 
wiring together steppes of Wisconsin.
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related products had been promoted 
for several years by the Department 
of Energy (DOE) and Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) in response 
to advocacy groups seeking general 

Electrical code

Firmly denyed, by two people, is Russian hacking of newsletters!
 Irresponsible and highly pro-
vocative claims that so-called Russian 
“hackers” have interfering with mass-
communication efforts by Wisconsin 
electrical utilities “is epic falsehood for 
record books,” some unnamed Wiscon-
sin utility spokesman said Thursday, 
requesting anonymity.   
 “As is well-known by all right-
thinking and peace-loving peoples, 
this is false buffoonery,” the spokes-
man exclaimed!
 Of course sophisticated readers 
will recognize how the unnamed 
spokesman, Director-General of a 
major utility collective, referred to 

Shipping industry looks to wind 
  A study for the European Union’s climate agency suggests wind power could avoid 7.5 million tons of carbon dioxide emissions 
from commercial shippers by 2030, the trade publication American Shipper reports [“Wind power has potential for commercial 
shipping,” Jan. 17, 2017]. Here, a Condenser artist visualizes the technology that could revolutionize transoceanic shipping, and 
the fossil-fueled technology it might replace. Antiwar organizations objected, warning that while emission savings are desirable, 
reliance on a dual-use technology that could be co-opted for military purposes is too high a price to pay.  

fully discredited reports—sometimes 
known as disinformatsiyeva—that 
highly intelligent Russian computer 
experts “hacked”—meaning seized 
control of—computer systems of Wis-
consin utility companies and hijacked 
newsletters and bill stuffing cleverly 
but criminally designed to confuse and 
bamboozel innocent consumers—vic-
tims of capitalism one and all—about 
what is good for them. 
 “Ha ha, that Russian-hacker story 
is a laughing-stock,” the spokesman 
added. 
 In the meantimes, officials at the 
Wisconsin Electrical Cooperatives 

Association issued strong statement 
reinsuring readers that reliable publi-
cations such as its weekly конденсор 
are “one hundred percent secure” 
and in no danger of infection with 
“fake news” by “hackers” supposedly 
connected with Russia but in reality 
sure to be found out as agents of the 
notorious CIA. 
 That was assurance coming 
Wednesday from Wisconsin Electric 
Cooperative Association (WECA) Di-
rector of News and Communication 
David Hoopman, who said he is accept-
ing “full responsibility for every word” 
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elimination and replacement of 
otherwise functional infrastructure 
in pursuit of energy efficiency and 
emissions reduction.
 Long-distance shippers, local 
delivery services and contractors, 
it was believed, would achieve fuel 
savings by hauling greater product 
volumes per load, thanks to the ability 
to stack triangular materials with no 
wasted space.
 A third federal agency, the 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA), also weighed 
in on behalf of the code changes. 
Observing triangular pipe’s superior 
roll-resistance, OSHA officials 
concluded that eliminating round pipe 
would enhance workplace safety by 
preventing an estimated 2,039 tripping 
accidents annually. 
 Attempts to include a triangular-

pipe requirement in an omnibus 
energy bill fell short last year when 
no member of the House or Senate 
could identify a manufacturer in his 
or her congressional district or state, 
leaving advocates without a legislator 
willing to sponsor an amendment 
mandating the product’s use. Efforts 
then shifted to the regulatory front 
in hopes of requiring compliance 
without legislation, but appeared to 
have finally ground to a halt this week. 
 An agency employee who 
requested anonymity said Tuesday 
the EPA and DOE had quietly given 
up on the triangular pipe campaign 
and would now promote rigorous 
enforcement of the Metric Conversion 
Act of 1975, hoping to meet energy 
efficiency goals by switching, in the 
employee’s words, “to numbers that 
make everything seem bigger.” 
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