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In the wake of a windy weekend, scientists appeal for funding
 Windy conditions that affected 
thousands of Wisconsin electric 
cooperative members traveling to an-
nual meetings March 30 were almost 
certainly early signs of an emerging 
environmental threat requiring imme-
diate allocation of trillions of dollars 
in research funding, an overwhelming 
majority of the nation’s climate scien-
tists said this week.
 National Weather Service moni-
toring equipment at several western 
Wisconsin locations recorded gusts 
approaching 20 miles per hour Satur-
day. No damage was reported but Dr. 
Juan Anatuanda, executive director of 
the advocacy organization Where’s The 
Funding? warned that “things will only 
get worse” if federal and state officials 
are slow to approve research grants. 

 National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration spokeswoman 
Ophelia Payne pointed out that Satur-
day’s peak wind speeds were 0.03 mph 
higher than those for the same date in 
2018, saying, “The trend is unmistak-
able. We’re potentially on track for 
what could become the windiest year 
on record.”  
 Anatuanda and other experts as-
sured reporters at a Madison news 
conference that even with the limited 
data available from Saturday’s meteoro-
logical observations, it was possible to 
arrive at “an overwhelming consensus 
that the science is settled and from now 
on Earth’s climate will be constantly at 
risk of conditions changing from mo-
ment to moment because of the actions 
of large masses of moving air.”

 “Global windiness is not some-
thing far off in the future,” Anatuanda 
said. “It’s here now, the signs are every-
where, and it’s worse than previously 
thought.”
 Rejecting deep-pocketed in-
dustries’ claims that a serious wind 
problem would be mainly a concern 
22nd century residents could address 
with advanced technology, Anatuanda 
said extreme windy events are already 
happening more often and are being 
identified as the cause of phenomena 
such as newspapers ending up on the 
roof instead of the porch, leaves blow-
ing into the neighbors’ yard more often 
than in previous years, and erratic 
driving by motorists operating lightly 
loaded minivans on wind-exposed 
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Emissions-laced beverage hits sour note with some 
 A marketing plan expected to 
create new industrial demand for cap-
tured carbon dioxide emissions came 
under heavy criticism this week from 
environmental organizations worried 
that it may dampen enthusiasm for a 
green energy transition.
 Anonymous sources with 
knowledge of operations within the 
Campbell’s Soup Company leaked 
information that the Camden, New 
Jersey-based multinational food and 
beverage giant planned a spring roll-
out of a new product dubbed “V802,” 
a carbonated version of the iconic V8 
vegetable juice brand. 
 Organizations that have cam-
paigned for years to put a price on 
carbon now say creating a lucrative 

market for the gas by making it a key 
ingredient of a popular consumer 
product takes the idea in the wrong 
direction.  
 The sources claimed Campbell’s 
conducted more than two years of 
market research to develop an updated 
product that would lift stagnant V8 
sales by appealing to a younger demo-
graphic. Introducing an effervescent 
combination of liquefied tomatoes, 
carrots, spinach, watercress, beets, and 
three other vegetables nobody could 
remember was pegged as a winning 
strategy, the sources said.    
 A company spokesman declined 
to confirm or deny the claim and it 
appeared environmental opposition 
would derail the rollout plan. 

 Industries 
that might oth-
erwise commit 
to selling cap-
tured carbon 
dioxide to the 
s o u p m a k e r 
are said to 
fear organized 
protests from 
activist share-
holders and 
other groups 
accusing them of 
seeking profit by harming the planet. 
 On the other hand, a deal with 
Campbell’s could mitigate industry’s 
costs in the unlikely event of Congress 
enacting a carbon tax—depending on 
whether the capture and use of CO2 
emissions is treated as a beneficial 
activity, as with its use in fossil fuel 
production through enhanced oil re-
covery.
 Wall Street analysts said the 
dilemma for both the beverage man-
ufacturer and industrial emitters poten-
tially offering attractively priced CO2 is 
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stretches of the nation’s highways.
 He added that no reliable calcula-
tion yet exists for the cost to the U.S. 
economy of “people’s hats flying off, 
and fresh, clean laundry blown helter-
skelter across the countryside” because 
of uncontrolled wind. “The only ones 
to gain will be “hat makers and textile 
manufacturers, mostly in foreign coun-
tries,” he said.  In addition to widening 
the U.S. trade deficit, he added, laun-
dry lost to uncontrolled wind would 
create “a costly disincentive for con-
scientious homemakers working to cut 
greenhouse gas emissions through the 
use of outdoor clotheslines instead of 
indoor dryers that far too often depend 
on harmful fossil fuels.”
 A statement from the American 
Wind Energy Association endorsed 
additional research funding “in prin-
ciple” but cautioned against “hasty” 
regulatory actions or legislation that 
might bring “unintended consequenc-
es for clean energy production.” 

Hornbostel Electric
 Members of the former Calamity 
Electric Cooperative held their first 
annual meeting under the organiza-
tion’s new name Saturday, March 30, 
at Calamity Falls High School. 
 Following a pancake breakfast 
accented with homemade venison 
sausage donated by General Manager 
Art Hornbostel, co-op legal counsel 
Seth Hornbostel Esq. announced a 
settlement in the long-running litiga-
tion brought by 13 members hospital-
ized four years ago with suspected 
food poisoning after they were served 
egg-salad sandwiches prepared by Art 
Hornbostel for the annual meeting 
lunch.   
 It was alleged but never proven 
that the sandwiches spent the morning 
of annual meeting day stored on top of 
a radiator in the high school chemistry 
lab, and on Saturday several members 
questioned the counselor about the 
sausage’s handling prior to this year’s 
meeting. 
 Art Hornbostel quickly took the 
floor and assured members that until 
Saturday morning the sausage had not 
left his freezer “for at least five years.” 
 In a wide-ranging report, Treasurer 
Danielle “Stormy” Hornbostel said 
renaming the co-op was “probably the 
biggest surprise in a year of surprises.” 
She succeeded former Director Sam 

Hornbostel in a hotly contested elec-
tion at the 2018 annual meeting, de-
spite having been a vocal supporter 
of Art Hornbostel’s proposed bylaw 
revision changing the co-op’s name, 
which was voted down by a wide 
margin.
 The dynamics changed in the 
weeks following last year’s annual 
meeting, as freshly elected Treasurer 
Stormy Hornbostel discovered that 
if seasonal members were excluded, 
those sharing the Hornbostel surname 
constituted not only a quorum but a 
majority.
 In a hastily called January spe-
cial meeting, the Hornbostel cohort 
adopted the bylaw change by a razor-
thin margin that shifted through four 
recounts and was ultimately sustained 
by coin-flip.  
 Seasonal members boycotting last 
weekend’s annual meeting steeply 
reduced the lunch crowd but spelled 
good news for local food pantries, in 
the form of large donations of seafood 
salad prepared with Art Hornbostel’s 
homemade mayonnaise.    

Wind

General Manager, CFO, Line Super-
intendent, Lineworker, Member Ser-
vices Coordinator, Warehouseman, 
Meter Reader, Receptionist—Aleutian 
Electric Cooperative, Attu Is., Alaska, 
serving nearly 50 members on five sce-
nic islands, seeks experienced person 
to fill above-listed  positions. Excellent 
communication skills welcome but un-
necessary. Requires minimum 4 years’ 
experience working on energized and 
non-energized overhead, underground, 
underwater distribution/transmission 
lines. The successful candidate will 
have advanced skills operating heavy 
equipment including backhoe, digger 
derrick, amphibious landing craft; basic 

seamanship essential, hard-hat diving 
skills desirable, ability to quickly dif-
ferentiate between U.S./Russian naval 
vessels/aircraft highly desirable. Strong 
comfort level with large marine animals, 
abundant flying insects, and terrestrial 
carnivores a plus. Ideal candidate will 
be confirmed bachelor, self-sufficient, 
not given to loneliness or depression, 
preferably not fond of distilled spirits 
and right with the Lord. Co-op also 
contemplates hiring Human Resources 
Director but for right applicant may 
consider combining duties with above-
named position. Salary and benefits, not 
including insurance, negotiable. EOE. 
Deadline to apply is April 1, 2019.

Hitting the wall, leaders plead for new clichés
 In a rare display of bipartisanship, 
the nation’s 447,035* elected officials 
on Friday demanded “a World War II-
level mobilization against overworked 
clichés,” saying they would “reach 
out” and ask their fellow citizens 
to “step up, speak out, and renew 
America’s incredibly rich tapestry of 
meaningless expressions, incompre-
hensible malapropisms, and baffling 
non-sequiturs.” 

 To elevate public discourse by 
banishing worn-out phrases and 
ill-conceived analogies, the officials 
said, the nation will need “a Manhat-
tan Project, a Moon Shot, a New New 
Deal all rolled into one, and we pledge 
to keep our 894,070 eyes focused on 
precisely that.”
 While the statement acknowl-
edged that familiar empty rhetoric 
stopped working long ago, no details 

were released as to how the quest for 
new empty rhetoric would proceed. 
“We don’t have a crystal ball,” the 
statement said, adding, “Mistakes 
were made. We are breaking our 
silence. We are holding ourselves 
accountable. We are honing in and 
speaking out. We are taking it to the 
next level. The process is the process. 
It is what it is. Results may vary.” 
 “Together,” the officials said, “we 
can recharge our batteries. We can 
become the Saudi Arabia of clichés.”   
*Condenser estimate, figure not verified


