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Making it official
New transmission plan filed for PSC approval
 Wisconsin consumers can expect 
economic benefits of as much as $350 
million over and above project costs 
from the proposed Cardinal-Hickory 
Creek transmission line, three ap-
plicants including Dairyland Power 
Cooperative told the Public Service 
Commission (PSC) last week.
 The economic estimate covers 
the project’s anticipated 40-year life. 
Dairyland, the American Transmission 
Company (ATC) and ITC Midwest, an 
independent transmission company 
with lines in Iowa, Illinois, Minnesota, 
and Missouri, formally applied for a 
certificate of public convenience and 
necessity in their joint PSC filing last 
Friday.
 Regulatory review of Cardinal-
Hickory Creek began with a November 
2011 request to open a PSC docket. 
Applicants began engaging the public 

in potentially affected areas in 2014, a 
PSC decision is expected next year or 
in 2020 and, assuming approval, the 
345-kilovolt line is expected to be in 
service at the end of 2023.  
 The applicants’ preferred route, 
beginning in Dubuque County, Iowa, 
calls for crossing the Mississippi River 
at Cassville and proceeding northeast 
to the City of Lancaster and the Vil-
lage of Montfort, where a new substa-
tion would be built, then following 
the route of Highways 18 and 151 to 
the Village of Mount Horeb, where it 
would veer northeast to the Village 
of Cross Plains and then east to the 
Cardinal substation at Middleton. That 
route would cover 87 miles, compared 
with the best identified alternative, 
which would stretch 102 miles, the 
applicants said.
 Capital cost of the preferred route 
is an estimated $492 million compared 
with $543 million for the alternative, 

Dairyland adding 

more solar 
 Three new utility-scale projects 

will be added to Dairyland Power 

Cooperative’s solar build-out, bring-

ing its total number of solar facilities 

under contract to 18, the La Crosse-

based generation and transmission 

co-op announced last Thursday.

 The three facilities, each 

with a nameplate capacity of 1.5 

megawatts, will be installed, owned, 

and operated by SoCore Energy of 

Chicago (two facilities,) and EDF 

Renewables of Vermont. They’re to 

be sited at York/Thompson, Illinois, 

Decorah, Iowa, and Albert Lea, 

Minnesota.

 Once operational, the new sites 

will raise Dairyland’s solar capacity 

to 25 megawatts from the current 

20.5. Construction is to begin later 

this year.

Broadband program to feature top speakers

 Electric co-op decisionmakers seeking appropriate answers to height-
ened member interest will be able to hear from top-flight speakers with 
expertise in the ups and downs of offering broadband service, in an informa-
tion-packed one-day program June 19 at Eau Claire.
 Offered by the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association, “Is Broad-
band in Your Future” will explore the technical aspects of what broadband 
is, what consumer applications need it, whether the economics of broad-
band deployment make sense for an individual cooperative, and the basics 
of vendor interconnections needed to bring co-op members into a new world 
of networks.
 The program will examine, from the perspective of experienced co-op 
leaders and other business people, the reality that a broadband build-out 
amounts to creating an entire new utility.
 Participating speakers include National Rural Telecommunications Co-
operative CEO Tim Ryan, National Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Cor-
poration Vice President Dan Cawood, Midwest Energy and Communications 
CEO Bob Hance, Pulse Broadband CEO Eric Friesmeir, CEO and COO Scott 
Hoffman and Matt Yach of Wisconsin Independent Network, and others.
 The program at Eau Claire’s Holiday Inn South opens at 8:30 a.m. The 
deadline for advance registration is Friday, June 8. Additional information 
and program details can be obtained by contacting Wendy Fassbind at 
608-467-4589 or wendy@weca.coop.

the documents filed last Friday said.
 Wind energy is a major motivator 
for the project, the application docu-
ments confirm. Last Friday’s filing 
said the new line would add about 
1,300 megawatts of transfer capacity 
between Iowa and Wisconsin, “easing 
congestion, increasing competition 
and allowing the transfer of additional 
low-cost wind energy into the state.”
 The applicants also said the line 
would “provide an outlet for approxi-
mately 25 gigawatts of wind resources 
in Iowa and areas west of Wisconsin 
including some that are owned by Wis-
consin utilities,” adding that the line 
would enable “more than a dozen new 
wind facilities to fully interconnect 
to the electric system in areas west of 
Wisconsin.”  
 The need for a Cardinal-Hickory 
Creek line was identified in multiple 
studies dating back to 2008, the ap-
plicants said.
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Consultant: Nuke losses would scuttle CO2 cuts
 Early retirement of four nuclear 
plants at the heart of ongoing power 
market revisions would undo the 
emission reductions of a quarter-
century’s expenditures developing 
renewable generation, an industry 
consultant reported last week.
 In an analysis prepared for Nucle-
ar Matters, an industry advocacy coali-
tion, economists of the Boston-based 
Brattle Group reported that retirement 
of the plants would “cause a loss of 
zero-emissions generation greater 
than the total amount of renewable 
generation in the entire PJM region, 
reversing the emissions benefits of 25 
years of renewable investments.”

 “These four nuclear plants pro-
duce considerably more zero-emission 
generation, and thus avoid consider-
ably more fossil emissions, than all 
solar and wind generation in the entire 
PJM region combined,” last Monday’s 
Brattle report said.
 As reported here two weeks ago, 
the PJM (Pennsylvania-New Jersey-
Maryland) regional grid operator has 
submitted for federal regulatory ap-
proval wholesale market revisions to 
maintain economic viability for the four 
plants and others whose owners claim 
they aren’t compensated for their envi-
ronmental or system reliability benefits.
 The study addresses only the 

impacts anticipated from retirement 
of the Davis-Besse and Perry plants 
in Ohio and Beaver Valley in Penn-
sylvania, operated by FirstEnergy 
Services—which recently filed for 
bankruptcy protection—and Exelon’s 
Three Mile Island plant in Pennsyl-
vania. Their five units’ capacity totals 
4,745 megawatts.
 The retirements would also in-
crease gross electricity costs by $400 
million for Ohio, $285 million for 
Pennsylvania, and $1.5 billion across 
the PJM region, causing “a substantial 
reduction in state GDP and jobs in Ohio 
and Pennsylvania, as well as surround-
ing states,” the Brattle report said. 

ANNUAL MEETING ROUNDUP

 A turnout of well over 300 voting 
members sent two new directors to 
the board during Riverland Energy 
Cooperative’s April 21 annual meeting 
at Arcadia High School. 
 Incumbent Directors Beth Ede 
and Dan Filla won new terms running 
unopposed. But term limits required 
board President Mark Vinz to step 
down, and longtime Director Bob 
Lunde retired mid-term after serving a 
combined 22 years on the Trempealeau 
Electric and Riverland boards.
 Dennis Frame of Osseo, a self-
employed environmental consultant, 
edged out Mark Gullicksrud, president 
of Hamlin Valley Farms, 188–186 to 
serve the three years remaining in 
Lunde’s term. Former credit union 
employee Bernadine Zingsheim of 
Onalaska was the winner of a three-
way race with former director Tom 
LaFleur and insurance adjuster Timo-
thy Irish, both of Onalaska, to fill the 
seat vacated by Vinz. 
 Reorganization immediately after 
the annual meeting saw David Paudler 

Riverland Energy

East Central Energy

 “Together, We Are Co-op Strong” 
was the 82nd annual meeting theme 
as more than 350 East Central Energy 
(ECE) members and guests convened 
on Thursday, April 19, at the Braham 
Event Center in Minnesota and via 
live video at the Superior Operations 
Center in Wisconsin. 
 President/CEO Steve Shurts 
recognized Bob Kaeter, who recently 
stepped down after nearly 40 years of 
board service. Shurts also presented 
a plaque honoring Catholic Charities 
Central MN Foster Grandparent pro-
gram, the co-op’s 2017 Touchstone 
Energy Community Award winner. 
 Shurts announced ECE’s reli-
ability record for 2017—the best year 
in the co-op’s history—with outage 
minutes per member nearly 15 percent 
lower than the previous best. He also 
updated members on a systemwide 
meter upgrade, with installation of all 
75,000 meters anticipated in the next 
few months. With quicker response 
times enabled by new meters, Shurts 
explained, the co-op has often been 
able to restore service before the mem-
ber was aware of an outage.

 Kilowatt-hour sales were down 
slightly last year, mirroring an indus-
trywide trend. Flat energy sales and 
increasing costs necessitated a $1.50 
increase in the cost of basic service. 
   With a single nominee for each 
available board seat, balloting was 
unnecessary in two districts. District 
1 incumbent Diane Zimmerman will 
serve a four-year term and Greg Kvas-
nicka of Bruno, Minnesota, will serve 
the remaining two years of former Di-
rector Mike Kapalin’s term. In District 

3, incumbent Don Swanson will serve 
a four-year term. A contested election 
was held for District 6, with Jim Jesok 
of Sauk Rapids, Minnesota, winning a 
four-year term. 
 Board Chair Jerry Tvedt invited 
members to attend appreciation events 
October 4.
 Re-elected as board officers were 
Tvedt as chair; Wayne Eller, vice chair; 
and Linda Laitala, secretary-treasurer. 
Zimmerman was elected assistant 
secretary-treasurer. 

elected to succeed Vinz as president, 
while Filla and David Anderson 
were re-elected vice president and 
secretary-treasurer, respectively.  
 General Manager Jerry Sorenson 
stressed the importance of building 
relationships with elected officials and 
encouraged members to join the ACRE 
political action committee. “It’s not a 
Republican thing. It’s not a Democrat 
thing. It’s a rural thing,” he said. 
 He reported the past year’s addi-
tion of 225 new services, 53 miles of 
lines placed underground, 390 miles of 
tree-trimming, 3,000 poles tested, and 
the inspection of 1,500 underground 
cabinets. A new metering system will 
be deployed this year and next, and 
meters will be changed out at every 
location, he said.
 The co-op had a good year finan-
cially but will be paying 2.23 percent 
more for wholesale power; thus after 
four years with no increase, rates will 
rise 1.5 percent in May, Sorenson said.   
 Sixteen $1,000 scholarships were 
awarded, and the Community Cares 
program donated $12,000 to local 
organizations, Sorenson reported.  


