
April 28, 2017

Cooperatives claim a win with rural task force
 Creation of a Rural America Task 
Force, announced by the White House 
during this week’s National Rural Elec-
tric Cooperative Association (NRECA) 
Legislative Conference in Washington, 
D.C., was scored as a victory by the 
co-op organization’s leadership.
 Early in February, dozens of rural 
organizations spearheaded by NRECA 
formally requested action by the 
Trump administration to focus atten-

tion on rural concerns. With Tuesday’s 
announcement, NRECA CEO Jim 
Matheson called the new task force “a 
key step as we seek to develop rural 
communities economically.”
 The development agenda, Mathe-
son said, “includes implementing new 
energy technologies to meet tomor-
row’s energy needs while also deploy-
ing broadband and other services to 
enhance daily lives throughout rural 
America. America’s electric coopera-
tives are deeply invested in the com-
munities they serve.”  
 Matheson noted that the White 
House announcement “follows a series 
of outreach efforts” by electric coop-
eratives and related rural interests. 
 In February, NRECA and more 
than 40 allied organizations asked the 
administration to prioritize rural is-
sues. Their February 8 letter suggested 
a “focused and coordinated effort” 

Getting an early start, Dustin, age 8, joins grandparents Theresa and Lynn Thomp-
son of Eau Claire Energy Cooperative among early arrivals at the Senate Homeland 
Security Committee hearing room during the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association’s annual legislative conference this week in Washington, D.C. Seen at 
right, Eau Claire Director Bob Gadwill; in background, (l–r) Dan Smrekar, Jackson 
Electric; Steve Freese, WECA; Larry Dokkestul, Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services; 
Cheryl Hagfors, East Central Energy; and Tony Wagner, Oconto Electric. The group 
had face-to-face meetings with both of Wisconsin’s U.S. Senators.   

 A Public Service Commission 
inquiry last November as to whether 
changes in turbine type or height 
might be considered at the planned 
Highland Wind Farm received an 
answer last Thursday from the new 
project developers: No significant 
change is foreseen.
 The commission (PSC) posed the 
question to the original developers, 
Emerging Energies of Wisconsin, who 
did not respond. A little more than two 
months later, the PSC received notice 
that the project had been sold to Texas-
based Leeward Renewable Energy.
 Compliance with allowable 
noise levels has been the primary 
bone of contention throughout the 
project’s PSC regulatory review. Last 
Thursday’s response from Leeward 
indicated the same turbine model 
under consideration when the PSC 
reversed itself in 2013 and approved 
the project, “and other turbine models 
with equivalent noise specifications” 
remained under consideration.
 The response also indicated that 
any turbines currently being consid-
ered can be installed at the locations 
already approved “while still meet-
ing any turbine height-based setback 
requirements” that were included in 
the PSC decision.
 Further movement on the project 
awaits resolution of a local govern-
ment challenge to the PSC’s approval. 

could be best served by “a designated 
senior member of the White House staff 
and/or an Office of Rural Policy within 
the Executive Office of the President 
to focus specifically on rural issues.” 
 A Tuesday executive order creat-
ing the task force—formally, the Inter-
agency Task Force on Agriculture and 
Rural Prosperity—defined its mission 
as identifying “legislative, regulatory, 
and policy changes to promote in 
rural America agriculture, economic 
development, job growth, infrastruc-
ture improvements, technological in-
novation, energy security, and quality 
of life.”
 Headed by Sonny Perdue (con-
firmed by the Senate 87–11 the previ-
ous day as agriculture secretary) the 
task force has a 180-day timeline to 
produce a report spelling out its rec-
ommended legislative, regulatory, and 
policy initiatives.     

No big changes seen 
for St. Croix wind farm
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Electric lineworker, Journeyman 

–Wisconsin—Dunn Energy Coop-
erative, Menomonie, Wisconsin, has an 
opening for a journeyman lineworker. 
Dunn Energy serves 10,000 accounts 
from its office in Menomonie, Wisconsin. 
The cooperative offers a competitive 
wage rate and benefits package in-
cluding pension, 401k, life, health and 
disability insurance. PTO and clothing 
benefits are also offered. Lineworkers 
are represented by the IBEW Local 953. 
Candidate must be a certified journey-
man who has completed an approved 
apprenticeship program. Valid driver’s 
license with CDL, pre-employment 
physical, and relocation within 10-mile 
radius of the cooperative’s office are 
required. To apply for this position e-mail 
your request for application materials 
to hr@dunnenergy.com. Applications 
will be accepted until noon, May 19, 
2017. For more information about 
Dunn Energy Co-op, visit our website at 
www.dunnenergy.com. No phone calls 
please. EOE.

ANNUAL MEETING ROUNDUP

East Central Energy
 More than 300 members and 
guests—in person at the Braham Event 
Center and via live video at the Supe-
rior Operations Center—participated 
April 20 in the 81st annual meeting 
of East Central Energy Cooperative, 
themed “Living our Principles.” 
 Board Chair Jerry Tvedt welcomed 
members and their families. Director 
Wayne Eller delivered the invocation. 
 President/ CEO Steve Shurts re-
ported a sound financial performance 
in 2016 and noted that the Seven Coop-
erative Principles serve as guideposts 
in navigating changes to the electric 
industry. 
 “We appreciate more fully the 
strengths of the cooperative business 
model and the solid foundation it pro-
vides,” he said. “The principles help 
us manage change, stay true to our 
mission and achieve positive results.”
 Shurts updated members on the 
progress of a system-wide meter up-
grade and benefits already realized in 

shorter response times for outage resto-
ration, thanks to information provided 
by the meters. By the end of 2016, some 
20,000 new meters were installed. 
 Shurts reported kilowatt-hour 
sales have decreased 6.4 percent 
over a decade, but the co-op is suc-
cessfully managing this change by 
promoting strategic electric sales and 
use. Participation in load manage-
ment programs grew in 2016 as 391 
new systems added 3.2 megawatts of 
controlled load. The co-op developed 
a time-of-use rate for electric vehicles 
to encourage load growth.
 The board has developed a new 
strategic plan that “mirrors our prin-
ciples in its concern for members and 
communities,” Shurts said. “We focus 
on delivering value, minimizing out-
ages, engaging with and learning from 
members, supporting non-profits and 
making environmentally responsible 
choices. The plan includes strategies 
for growth and fiscal responsibility and 
goals for technological innovation.”
 Three board seats were up for elec-
tion. With a single nominee confirmed 
for each by the co-op’s Credentials and 
Election Committee and legal counsel, 
balloting was unnecessary. Incumbents 
Lonnie Johnson, Joe Morley, and Jerry 
Tvedt will serve new four-year terms. 
 Reorganization saw incumbent 
board officers re-elected to their posi-
tions, with Tvedt continuing in the 
chair; Mike Kapalin, vice-chair; Linda 
Laitala, secretary-treasurer; and Bob 
Kaeter, assistant secretary-treasurer. 

 The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and environmental 
organizations filed contending briefs 
with the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit last week, 
the agency seeking what would be a 
largely symbolic delay of litigation 
over its mercury and air toxics (MATS) 
regulation.   
 Pending before the court is a chal-
lenge brought by Murray Energy Com-
pany, 16 states including Wisconsin, 
the Utility Air Regulatory Group, and 
others, seeking judicial review of the 
EPA’s “Supplemental Finding” a year 
ago that the MATS regulation was “ap-
propriate and necessary.”
 In June 2015, the U.S. Supreme 
Court decided the regulation had 
been enacted unlawfully because the 
EPA reached its original “appropri-

ate and necessary” determination in 
2012 without considering the electric 
industry’s cost of compliance.
 The Supreme Court sent the case 
back to the D.C. Circuit for further 
proceedings—essentially to have the 
EPA re-examine the compliance cost 
issue—but allowed the regulation to 
be enforced in the meantime.
 The EPA is now reviewing the 
supplemental finding to determine 
whether it should reconsider the 
MATS regulation or any part of it, and 
filed documents last Tuesday seeking 
a continuance of the case until that 
review is concluded. Oral arguments 
in the case are currently scheduled for 
May 18.
 Whatever action results is likely 
to be mainly symbolic because most 
of the affected emissions sources 
were either modified for compliance 
or taken off line before the Supreme 
Court determined the regulation had 
been improperly enacted.
 In that decision, the high court 
noted that while the EPA claimed the 
regulation would yield annual ben-
efits valued at $4 to $6 million, the 
agency estimated costs to power plant 
operators ranging “between 1,600 and 
2,400 times as great as the quantifiable 
benefits from reduced emissions of 
hazardous air pollutants.” 

 The U.S. Fifth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals on Monday granted the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s request to 
delay litigation over its pending power 
plant wastewater standards.
 The New Orleans-based court 
agreed to a 120-day delay of litiga-
tion brought by the Utility Water Act 
Group, meaning arguments over the 
challenge to the discharge rule won’t 
be heard before August and might not 
be heard then, if the agency decides 
to withdraw or modify the rule in a 
reconsideration announced April 12. 
 The rule was finalized in the fall 
of 2015 and immediately challenged, 
but is not scheduled to take effect until 
November 2018.

Court grants delay for 
wastewater review

Mercury rule review battled


