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Magazine is double award-winner  
 The Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News collected two national 
awards this week, for individual articles judged best in their categories in 
a competition sponsored by the National Rural Electric Cooperative Asso-
ciation’s Statewide Editors’ Association (SEA). 
 Recognized as Best Editorial in the “SEA Willies” competition was 
“We don’t have customers” (March 2018), a concise explanation of the 
multiple ways that ownership by their members sets electric co-ops apart 
from other energy providers—and the difficulty non-co-op observers 
sometimes have grasping the member-owner concept. 
  The judge’s comments described the editorial as “the most useful 
piece I’ve read intended to remind members what their roles are as being 
part owners.”
 Tied for first place as Best News Feature was “Messages from Mos-
cow” (May 2018), a deeply documented examination of the Russian gov-
ernment’s efforts to manipulate social and traditional media for purposes 
of sparking domestic conflict in the U.S. and throwing up political road-
blocks to U.S. energy production.
 The judge remarked that the article “should be a piece in a national 
magazine. I’ve never seen any other reporting on this side of… Russia’s 
underhanded work to meddle in everything.”
 Judging criteria require Best Editorial entries (there were 15) to pres-
ent “timely and relevant commentary expressing an opinion or showing 
leadership on any subject of importance to rural electric co-ops.” Best 
News Feature (27 entries) criteria call for “in-depth coverage of a subject 
or issue of importance to electric co-ops and their consumer-members.” 
 WECA staff were not present at the awards banquet Monday eve-
ning at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C., and the magazine’s 
awards will be delivered at a later date.
 The competition was open to material published by statewide electric 
co-op organizations and individual cooperatives during the 12-month pe-
riod from June 2017 through May of this year.

Bayfield to receive 
USDA loan
 Bayfield Electric Cooperative will 
receive a $5,000,000 loan to upgrade 
the co-op’s electric distribution in-
frastructure, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture announced Monday.
 The financing will be used to build 
14 miles of line, improve 30 miles, and 
make other system improvements. In-
cluded in the total amount is $198,000 
to assist with deployment of smart grid 
projects, the department said. Bayfield 
Electric’s seven-county service area 
includes approximately 9,500 mem-
bers served over 1,958 miles of line.
 The loan announced Monday 
represents part of more than $345 
million being made available under 
the Electric Infrastructure Loan Pro-
gram to facilitate 20 projects in 14 
states. The program helps finance 
generation, transmission, and distribu-
tion projects; system improvements; 
and energy conservation projects in 
communities with 10,000 or fewer 
residents.
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WECA weighs in on 
cable replacement
 Citing “minimal risks to wildlife 
and to historical and culturally sig-
nificant sites,” the Wisconsin Electric 
Cooperative Association (WECA) on 
Wednesday registered its support 
for a Washington Island Electric 
Cooperative plan to use a new route 
in replacing the submarine power 
cable disabled by ice damage this 
past winter.
 The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice (FWS) has opened a brief period 
for public comment on the proposed 
rerouting, and persons interested in 
commenting on the suitability of the 
plan have one week to do so. Public 
comments are to be factored into an 
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Energy expenditures (were) trending down
 Wisconsin ranks in the mid-range among the 50 states in terms of en-
ergy expenditures per unit of economic output, and a nationwide trend of 
decreasing energy expenditures is entirely attributable to lower-priced sup-
plies, the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) reports.    
 But the agency cautions that the trend may already have reversed itself, 
something that would be revealed as the data catches up. 
 Citing figures current through 2016—the latest year for which complete 
information is available—the EIA reported at the end of July that U.S. energy 
expenditures had declined for five straight years, totaling $1 trillion in 2016. 
The figure represents a 9 percent decrease from the prior year, the EIA said, 
adding that inflation-adjusted total energy expenditures in 2016 were the 
lowest since 2003. 
 Stated as a percentage of gross domestic product (GDP), total energy 
expenditures averaged 5.6 percent across the 50 states in 2016, the lowest 
percentage since at least 1970, the EIA said. Wisconsin’s expenditures were 
pegged at 7 percent of GDP, well below the states with the highest energy-
related expenditures. 
 Topping the list was Louisiana, with energy expenditures averaging 11.1 
percent of GDP. Rounding out the highest-cost tier of states were Alabama, 
Alaska, Mississippi, West Virginia, and Wyoming, all with energy expendi-
tures topping 9 percent as a share of GDP.
 Efficiency gains have evidently played only a limited role in the recent 
trend toward cost reduction, according to the EIA. The agency said 2016’s 
decrease in total U.S. energy expenditures “was entirely attributable to 
lower energy prices, as total energy consumption has remained virtually un-
changed since 2013.” It did note, however, that the total value of goods and 
services produced in the United States was $18.6 trillion for 2016, up 1.5 
percent from the prior year; thus energy intensity—total energy consumption 
per unit of economic output—did decrease.
 But masked by lagging statistics, the downward trend of expenditures 
may by now have been over with for more than a year. 
 “Based on realized prices in 2017 and some months in 2018,” the agency 
said, “EIA does not expect the downward energy price trend to continue, as 
average energy prices of products such as motor gasoline, natural gas, and 
retail electricity have all increased since 2016, contributing to higher U.S. 
energy expenditures since that year.” 

Alliant accelerates 
nuke retirement
 Alliant Energy says it will save 
almost $300 million in energy costs 
over two decades by speeding up 
the retirement of the Duane Arnold 
Energy Center in Iowa, ceasing its 
commercial operation in 2020. 
 The prediction came at the end 
of July, as Alliant and NextEra En-
ergy Resources announced agree-
ment to shorten an existing power 
purchase agreement by five years 
in exchange for a buyout payment. 
 Alliant said it’s agreed to pay 
Florida-based NextEra $110 million 
in September 2020 for the cost of 
shortening the power purchase 
agreement from 2025 to 2020. To 
partially replace the nuclear plant’s 
output, NextEra is to supply energy 
from four repowered Iowa wind 
facilities with a nameplate capacity 
of approximately 340 megawatts. 
 NextEra also plans to invest 
approximately $650 million in exis-
ting and new renewable generation 
across Iowa by the end of 2020, the 
companies said, adding that NextEra 
is evaluating redevelopment at 
the nuclear plant site, including 
possible construction of new solar, 
battery storage, or natural gas 
facilities.

assessment of the compatibility of the 
co-op’s plan with the mission of the 
Green Bay National Wildlife Refuge 
administered by the FWS. 
 Comments submitted Wednes-
day by WECA Vice President of 
Operations, Environmental & Regula-
tory Services Tim Clay noted that the 

replacement cable is needed as a new 
“primary feeder to provide reliable 
power to the residents of Washington 
Island and government-owned facili-
ties on Plum Island.” 
 The cooperative proposes to in-
stall a new cable and associated lines 
across Plum Island, midway between 
Northport at the tip of the Door Penin-
sula and Washington Island. The route 
is believed to be less susceptible to the 
kind of ice damage that necessitated 
temporary repairs to the existing cable 
earlier this summer and its ultimate 
replacement.
 Clay noted that the co-op has 
worked with the FWS to identify pow-
erline pathways that generally follow 
improved roads and pathways and 
where abandoned utility lines now 
exist or once did. He added that benefit 
would result from “bringing power to 
historic buildings on the island that 
will aid in their ongoing restoration, 

and to provide reliable power to criti-
cal navigation aids on the island that 
are also of historic significance.”
 From 1896 until 1990, the U.S. 
Coast Guard operated a life-saving 
station on Plum Island to watch over 
the notorious Portes des Morts (Death’s 
Door) Passage. It is the sole remaining 
station of its type among 15 that once 
served the Great Lakes. A boat house 
was added in 1939. Both structures are 
under restoration.  
 Documents relevant to the public 
comment process are available for 
review at http://www.fws.gov/refuge/
green_bay/. The FWS has invited the 
public to review the documents and 
provide comments by next Saturday, 
August 18. Comments should be sent 
via email to David_Bolin@fws.gov or 
in writing to Horicon National Wildlife 
Refuge, Attn: Refuge Manager, W4279 
Headquarters Road, Mayville, WI  
53050.


