
 James Ander-
son, manager of 
operations and en-
gineering at Tanner 
Electric Coopera-
tive in North Bend, 
Washington, was 
named Monday as 
the new general 
manager at Jump 
River Electric Cooperative. Anderson 
is to assume the position in early Sep-
tember, taking over the duties from 
David Oelkers, who has been leading 
the Ladysmith-based co-op on an in-
terim basis since April.
 Anderson has worked for inves-
tor-owned utilities and cooperatives 
in Oregon and Montana. He brings 
experience in electric generation, 
transmission, distribution, metering, 
substation construction and mainte-
nance; holds journeyman classifica-
tions as a lineman and substation 
wireman, and is also a meter/relay 
technician. 
 Jump River’s announcement said 
Anderson has also “helped imple-
ment new technologies and ideas in 
the electric utility industry for the 
improvement of power quality and 
system reliability.”
 Tanner Electric, founded in 1936, 
serves about 4,700 meters in areas just 
outside Seattle and Tacoma. Jump 
River Electric serves approximately 
8,400 members on more than 1,750 
miles of distribution line in parts of 
Barron, Chippewa, Price, Rusk, Saw-
yer, and Taylor Counties.
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Court extends delay in Clean Power Plan lawsuits
 Though it could hand down a de-
cision at any time, having heard oral 
arguments last fall, the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia 
Circuit on Tuesday granted an addi-
tional 60-day delay of litigation chal-

lenging the Obama administration’s 
Clean Power Plan while the Environ-
mental Protection Agency considers 
how it will propose to modify the 
regulation. 
 The agency (EPA) is required to 

A busy day at Greenwood… 
Three events in one day brought varied agendas and many visitors to Clark Elec-

tric Cooperative’s Greenwood headquarters last week. The co-op hosted a board 

leadership education program offered by WECA and participating directors (shown 

above, l–r, Joe Metro, Polk-Burnett; Tom Smith, Central Wisconsin; Karen Fahey, 

Adams-Columbia; and Cindy Thorman, Polk-Burnett) gained experience dealing 

with difficult questions posed by “members,” knowing their responses might be 
posted on the internet. Dairyland Power Cooperative job training and safety per-

sonnel highlighted a Clark Electric employee safety meeting with a pole-top rescue 

demonstration, and with that event folded into the co-op’s annual employee sum-

mer picnic and the Rural Electric Supply Cooperative’s Dennis Gaffney cooking 

and serving lunch from the RESCO barbecue trailer, a great time was had by all.  

Jump River selects 

new manager

apprise the court of its progress on a 
monthly basis under the order issued 
Tuesday and joined by all 10 judges 
who heard the case in September. A 
prior delay had been granted in April, 
over the objections of activist groups 
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Deadline approaching for ACE nominations
 Friday, September 1, is the last 
day nominations will be accepted for 
the 2017 ACE (Ally of Cooperative 
Electrification) Award, recognizing 
the best qualities of leadership and 
initiative in Wisconsin’s electric co-op 
community.
 Nomination materials were sent 
to individual cooperatives June 22. 
Nominations must be submitted in 
writing and received at the Wiscon-
sin Electric Cooperative Association 
(WECA) office in Madison no later 
than close of business on September 1 
in order to be considered. An awards 
committee will confidentially review 
all nominations and the winner will be 
announced Tuesday evening, Novem-
ber 7, at the awards banquet during 
the WECA annual meeting in Stevens 
Point.
 Given annually beginning in 1967, 
the ACE Award recognizes outstand-

ing contributions to the advancement 
of Wisconsin’s rural electrification 
movement, above and beyond the rou-
tine performance of duty. Any living 
person in Wisconsin who meets the 
qualifications of outstanding service 

to the state’s electric cooperatives is 
eligible for nomination.
  Questions about nomination pro-
cedures or other details should be 
directed to WECA’s Wendy Fassbind at 
608-467-4589 or wendy@weca.coop. 

led by the Environmental Defense 
Fund that contended the court should 
decide the case immediately and pay 
no deference to the Trump administra-
tion’s desire to revisit the controversial 
rule covering existing power plants. 
 The 10-judge panel includes all of 
the circuit’s active judges except Chief 
Judge Merrick Garland, who did not 
participate, expecting he would hear 
the case later as a Justice of the Supreme 
Court; his nomination was pending at 
the time arguments were heard. 
 The order notes that the Supreme 
Court stayed application of the Clean 
Power Plan in February 2016, pending 
the outcome of petitions filed with 
the D.C. Circuit for judicial review of 
the rule. The effect, the order further 
noted, is to “postpone application of 
the Clean Power Plan indefinitely while 
the agency reconsiders and perhaps 
repeals the Rule.”

Confirmations roll through Senate
 Former Wisconsin Congressman Mark Green won U.S. Senate confirma-
tion last Thursday as administrator of the U.S. Agency for International De-
velopment (USAID). Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association CEO Steve 
Freese—who shared a Capitol office with Green during the 1990s when both 
served in the state Assembly—said Green’s appointment will strengthen the 
partnership through which U.S. electric co-op volunteers working through 
USAID have brought electric power to more than 120 million people in 43 
countries over the past 55 years.
 National Rural Electric Cooperative Association CEO Jim Matheson 
credited Green with “a deep understanding of the importance of foreign aid 
and how it promotes America’s interests,” citing the NRECA International 
Program as a prime example.
 Green served four terms in Congress before running unsuccessfully for 
governor in 2006. He subsequently served as U.S. Ambassador to Tanzania.  
 Also last Thursday, former National Rural Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion lobbyist Neal Chatterjee was confirmed by the Senate to fill a vacancy 
on the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). Nominated in Febru-
ary, Chatterjee had most recently been serving as the top energy aide to Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY).
 His confirmation, along with that of one other nominee, restores a quo-
rum to the five-member regulatory panel that had been unable to conduct 
substantive business since February because of vacancies. The FERC over-
sees federal permitting for electric transmission and pipelines and has a ma-
jor role in regulation of interstate wholesale power markets.
 Two additional nominees, who would return the commission to its full 
complement of five members, still await confirmation votes. 

Nantucket project 

not dead yet

 The Cape Wind project on Nan-
tucket Sound lost its race to be the 
first U.S. offshore wind farm when a 
Rhode Island facility powered up last 
year.
 But early this month the Interior 
Department issued a court-ordered 
supplement to Cape Wind’s environ-
mental impact statement and now—
with a two-year suspension of its lease 
in the rear-view mirror—a decision on 
whether the planned 468-megawatt 
project moves ahead is expected in 
September. 
 Proposed in 2001, Cape Wind 
has been moribund since 2015 when 
area utilities abandoned their power 
purchase agreements, citing delays 
and excessive costs. 

 It also pointed out the EPA’s “affir-
mative statutory obligation to regulate 
greenhouse gases,” while acknowl-
edging that the obligation was self-
imposed by the agency’s December 7, 
2009 finding that carbon dioxide emis-
sions pose a threat to human health and 
welfare.
 With that “endangerment find-
ing” in place, the court said, “EPA can 
avoid taking further action only if it 
determines that greenhouse gases do 
not contribute to climate change or if it 
provides some reasonable explanation 
as to why it cannot or will not exercise 
its discretion to determine whether 
they do.”
 While allowing more time for 
creation of a new or revised rule, the 
court’s emphasis on an obligation to 
regulate appears to direct the admin-
istration away from its third option of 
simply rescinding the plan.

Clean Power Plan


