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First steps taken to 
fill board vacancy
 Eau Claire Energy Cooperative 
Director Judith Anibas was elected 
secretary–treasurer of the Wisconsin 
Electric Cooperative Association 
(WECA) board at the group’s regularly 
scheduled meeting last Thursday, the 
first step in filling a vacancy created 
by the resignation of fellow statewide 
director Derrick Oberle of St. Croix 
Electric.
 Oberle resigned his WECA board 
seat in July after accepting employ-
ment in another state.
 Anibas will serve in her new 
position as a board officer at least 
through the WECA annual meeting 
in November.
 At last week’s meeting, the board 
declined to exercise its option of mak-
ing an appointment to fill Oberle’s 
District Three director-director seat. 
Instead, an election will be held at the 
WECA annual meeting in November 
to fill the vacancy. The board will 
also reorganize immediately after the 
annual meeting, holding elections for 
all board officer positions.

Keeping the conversations open, co-op leaders participated last Friday with 
Congressman Ron Kind in a golf event at Skyline Golf Course in Black River Falls. 
Seen here (L–R) are Lynn Thompson (Eau Claire Energy), Aaron Torud (Riverland), 
Jim Anderson (Jump River), Joe McDonald (Vernon), Dan McKevitt (Jackson), Jim 
Hathaway (Dunn), Kind staffer Erica Hougen, Monica Obrycki (Eau Claire), Kind, 
Beata Wierzba (WECA), Kevin Babcock (Jackson), Jerry Sorenson (Riverland), and 
Paul Gutierrez (NRECA). Kind is a Jackson Electric member, and all the co-ops 
represented except Jump River are in Kind’s 3rd Congressional District. Wisconsin 
co-ops and NRECA were also represented at a late-July event for 7th District Con-
gressman Sean Duffy during the annual Lumberjack Days in Hayward. Wisconsin’s 
electric cooperatives have been taking advantage of summer home-district events 
to increase face-to-face contacts with elected officials.

Touchstone bringing community service to regionals
 A feature of National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) annual meetings is being 
adapted to this fall’s regional meetings 
by Touchstone Energy to celebrate its 
20th anniversary year. 
 Touchstone is organizing com-
munity service projects as a feature 
of the regional meetings to be held in 
September and October. The projects 
will differ from those held in conjunc-
tion with the annual meetings in that 
rather than have co-op volunteers 
perform services at remote locations 
within the host community, the re-
gional projects will consist of activi-

ties that can be performed on-site at 
the meeting venue.
 Participants are invited to spend 
as little as half an hour or as long as 
the entire project requires (generally 
planned from noon to 4 p.m. on a 
single day) working to assemble pack-
ages for distribution to the clients of 
unique local service and charitable 
organizations.
 Package contents will range from 
hygiene products and snack packs for 
military veterans and first responders, 
to stuffed animals for homeless or 
disadvantaged children, to reflective 
safety gear for Anchorage, Alaska, el-

ementary and middle school students 
who often must travel to school in the 
dark.
 At their meeting in Minneapolis 
on September 17, Region V and VI 
volunteers will help create birthday 
bags for distribution to local children 
living in poverty.
 Questions regarding the service 
projects can be directed to the host 
community’s statewide electric co-
op association or to Anne Harvey, 
Touchstone Energy director of mem-
ber relations and communications, 
via email to anne.harvey@nreca.coop 
or 512-815-4890. 
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Journeyman Lineworker—Scenic 
Rivers Energy Cooperative (SREC), 
headquartered in Lancaster, Wis-
consin, with offices in Gays Mills and 
Darlington, seeks qualified journeyman 
lineworker for its Darlington location. 
Journeyman lineworker with electric 
utility experience preferred. Qualifica-
tions: must have successfully passed 
state exam for journeyman lineworker. 
This usually requires four years’ 
documented apprenticeship training/
experience. Requires valid Class A 
Commercial Driver’s License. Requires 
relocation to within a 20-mile radius of 
the reporting location. Normal work 
week is Monday through Friday with 
on-call responsibilities. Competitive 
salary commensurate with experience 
and qualifications; excellent benefits. 
To apply, submit cover letter, resumé, 
references (three professional, two per-
sonal) and a SREC application found 
at www.sre.coop under “Careers” and 
send by email to hpierce@srec.net or 
mail to: Scenic Rivers Energy Coopera-
tive, ATTN: H. Pierce, 231 N. Sheridan 
St., Lancaster, WI  53813. Applications 
accepted until position filled. EOE/M/F

Primaries guarantee new faces in legislature
 Primary elections held through-
out Wisconsin on Tuesday ensure 
there will be a minimum of 16 new 
members in the state Assembly next 
year and at least four new state sena-
tors. In the majority of cases—barring 
the defeat in November of incumbents 
whose status was not affected by this 
week’s primaries—the changes won’t 
affect areas with a large electric co-op 
presence. 
 Places where representation of 
co-op members is in play include the 
31st Senate District, where incumbent 
Kathleen Vinehout gave up her seat to 
enter the seven-candidate Democratic 
primary for governor. Vinehout ran 

fourth, behind State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Tony Evers, who 
will take on Governor Walker in the 
November general election.
 The 1st Senate District will see a 
November rematch of the June special 
election then-State Representative 
Andre Jacques (R-De Pere) lost to Stur-
geon Bay Democrat Caleb Frostman, 
flipping a seat that had been held by 
Republicans for decades.
 In Western Wisconsin Assembly 
districts with a large co-op presence, 
there were no contested Republi-
can primaries, but four Democrats 
emerged from races with at least one 
other contender to reach the general 

election ballot for November:
 In the 87th district (all or parts 
of Price, Rusk, Sawyer, and Taylor 
Counties), Elizabeth Riley of Hayward 
will face incumbent James Edming 
(R-Glen Flora) in November.
 In the 91st Assembly District (all 
or parts of Buffalo, Jackson, Pepin, 
Pierce, and Trempealeau Counties), 
Jodi Emerson of Eau Claire will face 
Republican Echo Reardon, also of Eau 
Claire, for the open seat being vacated 
by incumbent Democrat Dana Wachs.  
 In the 92nd Assembly District (all 
or parts of Clark, Eau Claire, Jackson, 
and Monroe Counties), Galesville 
Democrat Rob Grover will challenge 
incumbent Treig Pronschinske (R-
Mondovi) in November.
 And in the 96th Assembly District 
(all or parts of Crawford, Monroe, 
Richland, and Vernon Counties), 
Democrat Paul Buhr of Viroqua will 
take on Republican Loren Oldenburg, 
also of Viroqua, to succeed retiring 
seven-term GOP incumbent Lee 
Nerison. 

Status of replacement rule disputed
 The National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA) 
on Wednesday faulted what the 
Virginia-based publication POLITICO 
claimed in its Tuesday edition as an 
exclusively sourced report on the 
content of a pending Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) proposal to 
replace the Obama administration’s 
Clean Power Plan. 
 POLITICO described the Trump 
administration proposal as “a replace-
ment that would do far less to reduce 
the greenhouse gas emissions that 
are warming the planet” and said it 
would give individual states “wide 
latitude to write their own modest 
regulations for coal plants or even 
seek permission to opt out, according 
to the document and a source who has 
read other sections of the draft.”
 The report said the replacement 
rule was anticipated for release “in 
the coming days.”  

 However, on Wednesday, NRECA 
Senior Vice President Kirk Johnson 
advised that “reliable contacts” at the 
EPA said contrary to the POLITICO 
report, the draft proposal had not 
yet been returned to the EPA by the 
White House Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB), which vets the 
content of new regulations and co-
ordinates their review by relevant 
federal agencies.
 Johnson said a conference call 
between EPA and OMB had been 
scheduled for Wednesday to continue 
discussion of the interagency review. 
He added that NRECA expects the 
replacement rule to be released for 
public comment late this month or 
early in September. That won’t hap-
pen before the interagency review is 
completed.
 The single named source for the 
POLITICO story was Janet McCabe, 
who headed EPA air regulation under 
the Obama administration. As initial-
ly proposed, the regulation mandated 
a 32 percent nationwide reduction 
of power plant CO2 emissions below 
2005 levels by 2030, a target that has 
been largely reached despite the rule 
never having been implemented.
 McCabe was quoted saying the 
replacement rule extends “a signifi-
cant amount of discretion to states to 
decide that nothing at all needs to be 
done.”
 A majority of the 50 states sued to 
block the rule, which has been under 
a U.S. Supreme Court stay since 2015.


