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Weather grants respite as cleanup goes on
 Debris removal and damage repair 
continued across Wisconsin this week, 
with service restored to electricity con-
sumers but an abundance of cleanup 
work to be done in multiple counties 
after storms swept the region in July.
 On Wednesday, Wisconsin Emer-
gency Management (WEM) said 
“significant” cleanup efforts were con-
tinuing in Barron, Langlade, and Polk 
Counties.  Governor Evers, along with 
other state officials, met with storm 
victims in Barron County Wednesday. 
Disaster declarations had been issued 
by seven other counties with electric 
co-op service areas, including Clark, 
Menominee, Oconto, Polk, Portage, 
Sawyer, and Vernon, WEM said. 
 Most of the damage occurred in 
widespread storms July 19 and 20, 
and additional damage and power 
losses—since restored—took place 
in the Polk-Burnett service area with 
a July 28 tornado at Bone Lake, east 
of Luck. The American Transmission 
Company (ATC) reported more than 
20 separate outages on its system, af-
fecting about 150,000 consumers. All 

were resolved by last Thursday, ATC 
said. 
 WEM said Wednesday the Wis-
consin National Guard had debris 
clearance teams supporting local ef-
forts in Barron, Polk, and Langlade 
counties.  The agency said DNR crews 
had been assisting in Barron and Polk 
Counties and had finished their work 
last Saturday and Sunday, respec-
tively.  The Department of Corrections 
had teams comprising both staff and 
inmates working on debris removal, 
WEM said. 
 According to the agency, public 
sector damage costs were estimated at 
about $9 million, but that figure was 
characterized as preliminary and not 
validated. Most costs identified as of 
Wednesday were for emergency pro-
tective measures and debris removal, 
WEM said. 
 Private damages are not close to 
being quantified. WEM said Wednes-
day the July storms, in addition to 
destructive straight-line winds across 
numerous counties, produced at least 
17 tornadoes in Wisconsin.  

Moon, former ACEC, 
statewide director, dies
 Services were scheduled to-
day at Baraboo for Carolyn Moon, 
former director of her local electric 
cooperative and of two statewide 
cooperative organizations, who 
passed away Monday after a long 
battle with cancer. She was 73.
 A Baraboo native, Moon was 
first elected to the board of Adams-
Columbia Electric Cooperative in 
1997. She held the post of Adams-
Columbia treasurer from 2006 
through 2012.
 Moon was elected to the state-
wide Wisconsin Electric Coopera-
tive Association board as a District 
1 director in 2003 and continued 
in that post through 2008. In that 
year, she was elected as a director 
of the then-Wisconsin Federation 
of Cooperatives, serving until the 
organization was reconstituted as 
Cooperative Network in 2009.   
 She stepped down from the 
Adams-Columbia board at the 2017 
annual meeting after 20 years’ ser-
vice and as the board was downsiz-
ing from 11 members to nine—its 
numbers having grown over the 
years to as many as 14 as the co-
op that exists today was formed by 
a series of mergers dating back to 
1987. 
 Moon is survived by Clyde, 
her husband of 51 years, two adult 
children, four grandchildren, and 
numerous relatives and friends.
 A memorial service was set 
for noon today at Emanuel United 
Methodist Church, 101 14th Street 
in Baraboo, with visitation at the 
church from 10 a.m. until the time 
of service. In lieu of flowers, it was 
requested that donations be made 
to the family for contribution to the 
Baraboo Community Scholarship 
Foundation and Emanuel United 
Methodist Church.  

Investigation continues in substation fires
 There was no definitive word at press time for this week’s Condenser 
as to what caused the fire July 19 at the Blount Street Substation shared by 
Madison Gas and Electric and the American Transmission Company (ATC). 
 ATC has taken the lead on the investigation and indicated earlier it 
hoped to identify the cause by the end of July. But on Wednesday the com-
pany issued a statement saying an investigation is underway and that it was 
committed to “share our findings in the coming weeks.”
 Meanwhile, repair work continues at the Blount Street site and at an-
other shared substation a little more than a mile away. There, a second fire, 
believed to have been caused by overloading triggered by the first, broke out 
about 11 minutes after the initial blaze. 
 Repairs should be completed by late summer or early fall, ATC said 
Wednesday. In the meantime, other area transmission infrastructure has 
been adequate to handle electrical load.
 Considerable effort has been devoted to recovering about 120,000 gal-
lons of water and firefighting foam, and another 15,000 gallons of dielectric 
insulating fluid from Madison’s storm sewers, the liquids now stored in 
tankers adjacent to the Blount Street site. ATC said the fluids contained no 
PCBs and evidently did not reach nearby water bodies.    
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Lineworker—Riverland Energy Coop-
erative seeks to fill immediate, full-time 
opening for an experienced lineworker 
at its Onalaska, Wisconsin location. 
Journey lineworker preferred, but expe-
rienced third- or fourth-year apprentice 
may be considered. Requires valid 
Class A CDL and relocation within 10 
miles of new Holmen, Wisconsin of-
fice. Excellent pay and benefits include 
health with funded HSA, life, 401k, 
pension plan. Send resume to ndunn@
riverlandenergy.com or call 608-409-
7063 for more information.   

Senior Electrical Engineer—Ad-
ams-Columbia Electric Cooperative, 
Friendship, Wisconsin, is accepting 
applications for above-named position. 
Will provide leadership, direction for 

those responsible for engineering, load 
management, and technical services; 
assure co-op’s electrical facilities are 
constructed, maintained, and oper-
ated to accepted industry standards 
in accordance with sound engineering 
design, meet applicable standards and 
safety/code requirements. Must have 
Bachelor of Science degree in Electri-
cal/Power Engineering, valid driver’s 
license, professional engineer license. 
Adams Columbia Electric Cooperative is 
committed to creating a diverse environ-
ment and is proud to be an equal op-
portunity employer. Competitive salary, 
full benefits. To download application or 
for more information, see www.acecwi.
com/Careers. You may also pick up ap-
plication at 401 E. Lake Street, Friend-
ship, WI. EOE M/F/Disability/Veteran

Reliability cops 
note close call
 More indications of jeopardy to 
system reliability in extreme cold 
weather have surfaced in a joint 
federal report on utility performance 
during last January’s polar vortex 
episode.
 A Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission/North American Elec-
tric Reliability Corporation (FERC/
NERC) staff report says 4.5 gigawatts 
of generation capacity was lost to 
unplanned outages in the Midconti-
nent Independent System Operator 
(MISO) area on January 16-17. 
 The MISO South region on 
those dates experienced a near-all-
time peak load, just 2 percent below 
the system’s highest peak ever, the 
report said. 
 Even after executing multiple 
protocols to cope with the high 
demand and missing capacity, load-
shedding on the MISO system was 
avoided only through emergency 
power purchases of a combined 
1,150 megawatts from the Southern 
Company, Georgia System Opera-
tions Corp., and the TVA, the joint 
FERC/NERC report said.   
 It recommended stepped-up 
awareness of any lack of firm natural 
gas delivery and the operating limits 
of individual generating units as af-
fected by extreme low temperatures. 

 Our daily trawl through what’s 
written within and about the energy 
industry seems to reveal that more 
and more of what passes for energy 
reporting consists of interested par-
ties hoping to engineer self-fulfilling 
prophecies by trumpeting the inevita-
bility of things that aren’t necessarily 
happening.    
 This shifty technique is now pro-
pelling simulated momentum toward 
a so-called carbon tax—which de-
pending on the motives of individual 
supporters, might be a revenue grab, 
an income redistribution scheme, or 
even the acknowledged punishment 
for using otherwise advantageous 
energy sources—but in all cases is the 
enemy of a strong economy. 
 The idea isn’t new; a relatively 
new twist is people with Republican 
credentials—whose chief concern 
now apparently is that no loose nickel 
be permitted to roll past the door—
seeking to lure congressional Republi-
cans aboard based on two falsehoods: 
1) that a carbon tax is a “free market” 
path to government controlling the 
climate; and 2) that the revenue will 
be used to replace some other tax, 
such as payroll taxes on workers and 
employers.   
 Let’s, first of all, get this straight: 
If—as intended with a carbon tax—
government intervention makes a 
routine element of daily commerce 
too costly to continue, that is not the 
operation of a free market. It’s the 
work of interest groups co-opting 
government to force outcomes honest 
markets would not produce.    
 Second—and we’ve said this 
before—history is replete with dem-
onstrations that when you impose a 
new tax to get rid of an old one, you 
end up with both. (See Wisconsin sales 

tax as a replacement for property tax 
revenues.)
 Careful readers may note that a 
carbon tax not being a new idea pretty 
much gives the game away. In both 
Washington and Madison a decade 
ago, Democrats holding two-house 
majorities and the executive branch 
were poised to enact similar propos-
als (in the form of cap-and-trade) and 
somehow they didn’t come up for 
passage. 
 Give them due credit: Unlike the 
GOP wheeler-dealers currently clock-
ing billable hours, Democrats in 2009 
understood the prohibitive political 
cost of an economic suicide plan with 
no Republican fingerprints.  
 We make these remarks not out of 
solicitude for the congressional GOP. 
Like other grown-ups, they need to 
take care of themselves. Our concern 
is the end-use energy consumer, resi-
dential, commercial, and industrial, 
who will still be saddled with higher 
bills long after Republicans have paid 
at the ballot box for courting the ap-
proval of people who despise them.
 Our economy is a worldwide mira-
cle in large part because of inexpensive 
electricity. Any campaign consultant 
with an IQ above room temperature 
should be able to strategize an electoral 
wipeout of incumbent lawmakers who 
deliberately decide to make people pay 
more for energy.

Commentary
Be careful what you believe


