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ROPE assistance invoked
Storms submerge major roads, interrupt power across state
 The National Weather Service 
confirmed yesterday that at least seven 
and possibly eight tornadoes touched 
down in Wisconsin Tuesday as the 
comparative quiet of the 2018 sum-
mer storm season came to a wet end. 
Heavy rains—reaching 11 inches’ ac-
cumulation at Montello in Marquette 
County—closed dozens of roadways, 
washed out a few, and interrupted 
electric service to tens of thousands of 
consumers from the Mississippi River 
to Lake Michigan.
 Electric cooperative service areas 
saw widespread flooding but were 
mostly spared the tornado activity ex-
cept for an apparent twister near Buf-
falo Lake in Marquette County, where 

storm debris across I-39 temporarily 
halted traffic Tuesday afternoon.  Both 
eastbound and westbound I-90 and 94 
were closed by flooding near Mauston 
at times between Tuesday afternoon 
and Thursday morning.
 ROPE (Restoration of Power in an 
Emergency) deployments took place 
in the Adams-Columbia, Oakdale, and 
Vernon Electric service areas. 
 On Tuesday evening, Adams-
Columbia had nearly 9,000 members 
without service. By mid-day Wednes-
day the number was reduced to 3,500. 
Crews from Taylor Electric, Central 
Wisconsin Electric, and Rock Energy 
Cooperative responded to a ROPE 
request and lineworkers were putting 

in double shifts to complete the res-
toration effort. On Thursday, at press 
time for this week’s Condenser, about 
300 remained without power, mainly 
in Marquette County.   
 Crews from Iowa’s Allamakee-
Clayton Electric and MiEnergy Coop-
erative (Minnesota’s Tri-County and 
Iowa’s Hawkeye Electric Cooperatives, 
joined in a merger last year) came to 
the assistance of some 4,000 Oakdale 
members without power. Service was 
fully restored Wednesday evening.  
 Vernon Electric personnel were 
the first into action, working all night 
Monday and throughout Tuesday.  
Though Vernon’s number of indi-
vidual outages peaked at about 1,000, 
recovery was hampered by flooding 
and washed-out roads. Crews from 
MiEnergy, Eau Claire Energy, River-
land Energy, and Dairyland Power 
Cooperative turned out to assist and 
by Thursday morning only a handful 
of members were without power.
 The Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation reported 50 road clo-
sures in 13 counties. Of the total, 14 
closures were in Vernon County and 
just two of those had been resolved 
by early Thursday morning. By then, 
eight more, including detours shift-
ing traffic away from both east- and 
westbound I-94 between Portage and 
New Lisbon, were resolved.  
 In eastern Wisconsin, Milwaukee’s 
WE Energies had more than 10,000 
customers without service as of mid-
day Wednesday, and Alliant Energy 
had more than 4,000 without service 
at the same time.
 Governor Walker declared a state 
of emergency for Fond du Lac, Juneau, 
La Crosse, Monroe, Vernon, and Wash-
ington Counties. As rainwater gradu-
ally drained, flooding was anticipated 
to continue and in some downstream 
locations worsen until Friday on the 
Baraboo, Crawfish, and Wisconsin 
Rivers.

Disaster Fund payments approved
 The state’s Department of Military Affairs has approved payments totaling 
more than $258,000 to Barron Electric Cooperative for services performed in 
recovery from destructive weather incidents during May and June of 2017.
	 Notification	of	the	approvals	was	sent	by	the	department’s	Division	of	
Emergency Management earlier this month to local emergency manage-
ment	officials	in	Barron	and	Washburn	Counties.	They	will	be	the	initial	
recipients	of	the	payments	from	the	Wisconsin	Disaster	Fund	(WDF),	which	
are	then	to	be	passed	on	to	the	cooperative	as	reimbursement	for	costs	
incurred	in	debris	removal	and	protective	services	including	power	restora-
tion, following a tornado on May 17, 2017, and a severe thunderstorm on 
June 11 of the same year.
 The complicated repayment method stems from the division’s reinter-
pretation of program rules last fall, overturning past written policy and end-
ing	co-op	eligibility	to	receive	WDF	funds.
	 Early	this	year,	the	Wisconsin	Electric	Cooperative	Association	initiated	
a series of meetings with state emergency management and Department of 
Administration	officials	to	discuss	the	policy	reversal	and,	along	with	repre-
sentatives	of	affected	cooperatives,	plead	the	case	for	co-op	eligibility.	[See	
“The Rules of Relief,” Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News, July 2018]
	 The	agencies	maintained	that	state	law	limits	eligibility	to	local	and	tribal	
governments,	but	also	proposed	to	solve	the	problem	by	having	county	gov-
ernments make the actual application for funds to repay the cooperatives’ 
disaster-related	expenses.	This	month’s	notifications	of	approval	represent	
the	new	policy	being	put	into	practice.
	 The	WDF	was	created	by	the	Legislature	in	2005	to	provide	state	disas-
ter assistance in recovering from major catastrophes when federal assis-
tance	is	unavailable.
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EPA seeks delay in implementing judge’s water ruling
 The Environmental Protection 
Agency last Thursday asked a South 
Carolina federal judge to delay imple-
mentation of his order putting the 
Obama administration’s Waters of the 
United States (WOTUS) regulation 
into immediate effect in 26 states. 
 Judge David Norton’s order would 
split the nation with two separate 
standards defining the agency’s (EPA) 
jurisdiction under the Clean Water 
Act, as the 2015 WOTUS rule has 
been stayed in 24 of the 50 states by 
orders from two other federal district 
judges—one in 2015 and the other this 
June. Wisconsin is one of the 24 states 
where a stay is in effect.
 Norton ruled two weeks ago that 
the EPA and Army Corps of Engineers 
had not provided sufficient oppor-

tunity for public comment on their 
proposals to first delay implementa-
tion of the controversial Obama-era 
regulation and second, to rescind and 
replace it with a new rule defining 
what constitutes a water body pro-
tected by the Clean Water Act.
 Meanwhile, the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) weighed in with comments 
supporting the agencies’ delay and 
replacement of the WOTUS rule, 
noting that the rule presents special 
challenges for electric co-ops because 
they have distribution facilities in 88 
percent of all U.S. counties. 
 In preparing the original WOTUS 
rule, NRECA said, the agencies mis-
characterized a science report that 
“essentially concluded that all waters 

 The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protec-
tion (DATCP) said its Consumer Protection Hotline received more than two 
dozen reports last Wednesday from Wisconsin Public Service (WPS) cus-
tomers complaining about fake utility representatives attempting to extort 
payments by threatening interruption of service.  
 DATCP said it has also received reports about impostor WE Energies 
calls. “Regardless of your utility provider, if you receive a similar threaten-
ing call about your home or business utility account, hang up and do not 
engage the caller,” the agency advised.
 As is customary, disconnection is threatened unless immediate payment 
is made, DATCP said, adding that some scammers try to bolster their cred-
ibility by mentioning a work order number, truck number, or phone number. 
 One tactic that should immediately expose a fraudulent call is the threat 
of bodily harm to coerce payment. DATCP said one caller to its hotline re-
ported such a threat.
 The department advises:

• A utility may contact consumers by phone if disconnection is immi-
nent, but will never demand immediate payment over the phone.

• Demanding payment by prepaid debit card, gift card, or wire transfer is 
a sure indicator of a scam.

• Scammers can manipulate caller ID to show the local utility company’s 
real name or phone number.

• Consumers should hang up on suspicious callers and initiate their 
own contact with the utility provider to check account status and re-
port the fraudulent call. 

 Complaints may be filed at http://datcp.wi.gov or e-mailed to 
datcphotline@wi.gov. The Consumer Protection Hotline toll-free number is 
1-800-422-7128. 

State warns about utility con

are connected” but failed to address 
the legal question of what waters come 
under Clean Water Act jurisdiction.  
 One result, according to the 
NRECA comments, is that the 2015 
version of the rule “would allow the 
federal government to take control of 
land use and planning by extending ju-
risdiction to all wet and potentially wet 
areas.” [emphasis added.] Included 
would be many areas states “purposely 
chose not to regulate,” NRECA said. 
 Describing consequences to coop-
eratives for even unintentional viola-
tions of the 2015 rule as potentially 
“crushing,” NRECA cited the example 
of man-made industrial features inside 
the fence line of an electric generating 
plant being considered “Waters of the 
United States.” 
 In that situation, NRECA said, the 
stayed rule would produce the “pa-
tently ridiculous” result of the power 
plant “being required to treat waste-
water before it enters the wastewater 
systems designed to treat it.”
 Civil penalties could exceed 
$51,000 per day, borne by the co-op 
members, if the agencies decided a co-
operative had incorrectly interpreted 
what discharges are permissible under 
the 2015 rule, NRECA said. 

California	utility	ID’d	in	cyber	breach
 Amid near-daily reporting of con-
cerns about beefing up energy industry 
defenses against cyberattacks, fed-
eral regulators last Friday reluctantly 
revealed that San Francisco-based 
Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) is the 
utility it fined almost $3 million for—
as The Wall Street Journal reported 
last Saturday—“losing control of a 
database with confidential informa-
tion about its systems and leaving it 
exposed on the internet for 70 days.”
 The incident occurred in 2016. 
The fine was levied in May, at just $2.7 
million compared with the potential 
penalty of as much as $140 million, 
the Journal reported. 
 PG&E was identified only after an 
organization called the Secure the Grid 
Coalition filed a Freedom of Informa-
tion Act request seeking disclosure by 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission, which had previously resisted 
releasing the penalized utility’s name.
 The Journal quoted a written state-
ment from PG&E calling its cybersecu-
rity practices “robust and consistent 
with the best practices being employed 

in the industry.”
 Saturday’s report said PG&E’s er-
ror resulted in some 30,000 records 
concerning the company’s cyber assets 
being exposed to the internet without 
password protection “at a time when 
authorities have said Russian agents 
were trying to gain access to U.S. en-
ergy companies.”


