
ments by 2025 already identified by 
NERC and the Energy Information 
Administration and projects that 
were they accelerated by just three 
years, all or parts of 14 states could 
fall below planning reserve margins 
and face “resource adequacy issues.”  
 A NERC statement accompa-
nying release of the assessment 
characterized the need for “risk-in-
formed planning” as a normal part 
of managing resource retirements, 
but added that “The pace of current 
change creates potential challenges 
to reliability that should be under-
stood and addressed.” 
 “Transmission upgrades or re-
inforcements, combined with new 
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Reliability watchdog warns on retirements

 The harder policy makers try to 
make good on increasingly common 
pledges to deliver “zero-carbon” 
electricity generation, the more nat-
ural gas-fired capacity they’ll need to 
add as insurance against system reli-
ability problems, an industry watch-
dog’s assessment released Tuesday 
indicates. 
 That is the implicit conclu-
sion of the North American Electric 
Reliability Corporation’s (NERC) 
“Generation Retirement Scenario,” 
a “Special Reliability Assessment” 
made available online December 18.
 The assessment does not portray 
the challenges for power providers 
as unmanageable, but examines coal-
fired and nuclear generation retire-

Vernon names new CEO   
 Directors of 
Vernon Electric 
Cooperative said 
they conducted an 
extensive search 
for the successor to 
their retiring CEO, 
and this week an-
nounced they’d found the person 
they were looking for within their own 
organization.
 Craig Buros, the cooperative’s 
current director of engineering and 
operations, will take the reins as 
CEO and general manager upon 
Joe McDonald’s planned retirement 
in February.
 In a Monday announcement, 
Board President Bernadine Hornby 
said the directors are “confident in 
Craig’s leadership and industry ex-
pertise to lead Vernon Electric into 
the future.”
 Buros grew up on a Westby-area 
farm and has a lifetime of experience 
in the electric industry including 
25 years with Vernon Electric. He 
earned a bachelor’s degree in electri-
cal engineering at the University of 
Wisconsin–Platteville, is a graduate 
of the National Rural Electric Coop-
erative Association’s Robert I. Kabat 
Management Internship Program at 
UW–Madison, and also holds cer-
tifications from the UW–La Crosse 
College of Business. 
 Buros has served as president of 
the Wisconsin Line Superintendents 
Organization and on the Wisconsin 
Electric Cooperative Association 
Job Training and Safety Committee, 
Wisconsin Apprenticeship Advisory 
Committee, Dairyland Power Stan-
dards Committee, and the UW–Plat-
teville Sustainable and Renewable 
Energy Systems Advisory Board.
 Buros said he was “excited and 
honored” by the appointment, adding, 
“This is a great organization and a 
wonderful community to be a part of.”

Oakdale sweeps scholarship competition
 Students sponsored by Oakdale Electric Cooperative earned all three 
scholarships offered in this year’s WECA Youth Leadership Congress essay 
contest, held in conjunction with the annual co-op immersion event held in 
July at UW–River Falls.
 The winners were notified last week by the Wisconsin Electric Coop-
erative Association. Students sponsored by a total of six electric co-ops 
submitted entries. While they shared a sponsoring cooperative, the winning 
contestants came from three different high schools.
 In her first-place essay, qualifying for a $1,000 scholarship, Tomah High 
School Senior Clara Krause wrote about the co-op principle of concern for 
community, producing a roundup of six co-ops and reporting on their individ-
ual activities to help organizations and people in need in their communities.
 Those activities demonstrate that electric cooperatives are “more than 
just a utility provider” and “care about their members and the community 
around them,” she wrote.
 Winning second place and a scholarship of $500, Lizzie Patton, a senior 
at Mauston High School, touched on all seven cooperative principles but 
also focused on concern for community.
 All seven principles, she wrote, represent “grounded values centered 
around social responsibility and the care for others.” By honoring the seven 
principles, she wrote, cooperatives seek to ensure that “their actions will be 
for the common good of the current members and the existing community as 
well as for future members and succeeding communities.”   
 Adrian Rodriguez, a senior at Nekoosa High School, captured third 
place and a $250 scholarship with an essay identifying the Youth Leader-
ship Congress as “an extraordinary example of concern for community,” the 
“overarching meaning” of its diversified activities being “to put the true role 
of cooperatives on an educational platform.”
 Scholarship awards will be paid to the winning entrants upon proof of 
registration at any accredited college, university, or technical school.
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generation dispatch requirements 
and operating procedures, could be 
necessary to maintain the reliability 
of the bulk power system during the 
transition,” the NERC statement said.
 Regulatory flexibility will also 
be called for “to facilitate timely 
construction of new infrastructure 
or to accommodate short-term ex-
tension of generating units sched-
uled for retirement,” NERC said.
 Wisconsin was not among the 
states most at risk from accelerated 
plant retirements. The assessment in-
dicated resource adequacy challenges 
were most likely to occur in the Caro-
linas, the Dakotas, Nebraska, Kansas, 

Oklahoma, Colorado, Wyoming, New 
Mexico, Arizona, and parts of Arkan-
sas, Missouri, and Texas.
 A repetition of the 2013–14 
Polar Vortex episode would be the 
most probable trigger of a reliability 
problem in Wisconsin, the assess-
ment indicated, as the Midconti-
nent Independent System Operator 
that oversees Wisconsin’s wholesale 
power market would be projected 
to see its demand at 107 percent of 
normal even after all load-control 
strategies are implemented, with 
coal capacity derated by 15 percent, 
gas by 30 percent, and all wind and 
solar capacity unavailable. 

New transmission line energized
 The Badger Coulee transmission 
line connecting the La Crosse area and 
Dane County has been energized and 
is now part of the integrated regional 
electric system, the American Trans-
mission Company (ATC) announced 
last Thursday.
 The 345-kilovolt line will help 
ensure regional electric reliability and 
provide access to lower-cost power 
and renewable energy, ATC said, not-
ing that along with other projects in a 
related portfolio, Badger-Coulee will 
help enable delivery of 25 gigawatts 
of renewable power. 
 The project is one of 17 designated 
as multi-value projects by the Midcon-
tinent Independent System Operator 
(MISO). The regional grid overseer 
anticipates those projects delivering 
as much as $52.6 billion in net eco-
nomic benefits over the next 20 to 40 
years while enabling use of as much 
as 41 million megawatt hours of wind 
generation annually, ATC said. 
 Construction of the 180-mile, $580 
million line started in 2016 following 
Public Service Commission approval 
in April 2015. 
 Restoration work in project areas 
will continue in 2019, with periodic 
right-of-way monitoring through 2023 

No Condenser 
Next Friday
 There will be no Condenser edi-
tion published on Friday, December 
28 as WECA staff celebrates the 
Christmas and New Year’s holidays. 
We will resume our weekly schedule 
on Friday, January 4. 

 Commissioner Mike Huebsch of 
Wisconsin’s Public Service Commis-
sion (PSC) has been appointed to the 
board of directors for the National 
Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners (NARUC), it was an-
nounced Tuesday.
 Huebsch is currently serving a 
six-year term (expiring March 1, 2021) 
on the three-member Wisconsin com-

Regulators’ group endorses WOTUS revision

 The National Association of Regu-
latory Utility Commissioners               (NA-
RUC) last week voiced its approval of 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and Army Corps of Engineers 
joint proposal to rewrite the definition 
of “waters of the United States” subject 

 Business and government leaders evaluating infrastructure security told 
the White House last week the U.S. grid’s vulnerability to cyberattack repre-
sents a “profound risk [that] requires a new national focus.”
 The National Infrastructure Advisory Council said existing response 
plans “would be outmatched by a catastrophic power outage” with large parts 
of the nation lacking electricity for weeks or months, and cascading failures 
of water utilities, communications, fuel, health care, and financial services.
 The report recommended greater “individual preparedness,” suggesting 
people keep sufficient essentials on hand to survive 14 days in their homes.

Infrastructure council: planning falls short

Wisconsin commissioner on national board
mission. At NARUC, he serves on the 
Committees on Electricity, and on 
Nuclear Issues-Waste Disposal. 
 Prior to his PSC appointment, 
Huebsch served 16 years in the state 
Assembly including stints as majority 
leader and speaker, and held the state’s 
top cabinet position as secretary of the 
Department of Administration from 
2011–2015. 

to evaluate revegetation, erosion con-
trol, and invasive species, according 
to ATC.
 The Badger-Coulee project was 
developed jointly by ATC and Xcel 
Energy. Dairyland Power Cooperative, 
Southern Minnesota Municipal Power 
Agency – Wisconsin, and WPPI Energy 
are also part-owners. 

to federal regulation under the Clean 
Water Act.  
 NARUC President Nick Wagner is-
sued a statement last Thursday saying 
his organization had called for with-
drawal of the 2015 version of the rule, 
asked for a “less expansive rule that 
respected state authority,” and asked 
for changes based on a cost-benefit 
analysis. The revised rule proposed a 
day earlier “responds to each of those 
concerns,” Wagner said. 
 A NARUC resolution adopted in 
2016 noted the 2015 rule’s potential 
negative effect on power providers 
“implementing necessary infrastruc-
ture improvements,” and the Govern-
ment Accountability Office’s finding 
that the 2015 EPA violated anti-lobby-
ing provisions in federal law by using 
social media to suppress opposition.
 NARUC is a non-profit organiza-
tion of members of agencies regulating 
energy, water, and telecommunica-
tions utilities in all 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and 
the Virgin Islands. 


