
February 15, 2019

National Rural Utilities Cooperative Finance Corporation (CFC) CEO Sheldon Petersen 

analyzed the state of the U.S. economy and Federal Reserve policy Wednesday 

morning at a CFC statewide workshop in Eau Claire. Empty chairs testified to the 
preceding 24 hours serving up the winter’s worst snowstorm so far, but nearly all the 

registered participants braved the weather to attend. Photo by Wendy Fassbind, WECA    

Court dismisses suit over EPA advisory conflicts 
 A federal judge this week dis-
missed litigation seeking to reverse the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) 16-month-old policy of keeping 
recipients of EPA funding grants off the 
agency’s scientific advisory boards. 
 The lawsuit was brought by Phy-
sicians for Responsible Medicine and 
other plaintiffs who claim removing 
grant recipients from the boards (SABs) 

constituted a federal ethics violation.
 Ironically, the policy was insti-
tuted in response to allegations that 
in past years, the EPA had stacked 
the SABs with people beholden to the 
agency for funding, so as to obtain fa-
vorable reviews and recommendations 
for its rulemaking activities.
 An official of Physicians for Re-
sponsible Medicine was quoted in 

The Hill calling Tuesday’s dismissal 
“unfortunate” and claiming that the 
policy is “depriving the EPA and the 
American people of top-quality scien-
tific advice.”
 Federal court documents filed by 
the Energy and Environment Legal 
Institute in a different case three years 
ago cited EPA records revealing that 
among the 26 SAB appointees named 
to review  the agency’s standards for 
fine particulate emissions, 24 were 
recipients of EPA research grants with 
a combined value exceeding $191 mil-
lion.  
 In a running battle during 2016 
with lawmakers who had congressio-
nal oversight authority over the EPA, 
the agency maintained that receipt of 
a research grant from the EPA did not 
create a conflict of interest for those 
reviewing its regulatory initiatives.

 Washington Island Electric Coop-
erative completed final installation 
procedures, energized its new subma-
rine cable, and shut down its backup 
generation equipment shortly after 1 
p.m. last Friday, ending a repair and 
replacement project that started when 
accumulated winter ice damage finally 
cut off the island’s power supply eight 
months ago this morning.  
 The old cable, in service for 37 
years and spliced following initial 
repairs last summer, remains on the 
lake bottom between the Door County 
mainland and the island, available for 
use as emergency backup if needed.
 Meanwhile, the co-op and the Wis-
consin Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion continued conversations last week 
with Governor Evers’ office and other 
state officials, discussing possible state 
assistance in covering the substantial 
disaster recovery costs incurred by the 
Washington Island community.

 Law or pre-law students who re-
side in Wisconsin and are interested 
in practicing cooperative law have the 
opportunity to apply this spring for the 
third Charles Van Sickle Scholarship.
 Named to commemorate the emi-
nent co-op attorney and lobbyist, and 
partner in Madison’s Wheeler, Van 
Sickle law firm, the scholarship is 
administered by the Federated Youth 
Foundation (FYF) and funded through 
an endowment established in 2013.
 Preference in qualifying for the 
$2,000 scholarship award will be given 
to students whose parents or grand-
parents are members of cooperatives, 
credit unions, or mutual insurance 
companies. 
 Eligibility is limited to pre-law or 
law students wishing to pursue a career 

Island’s cable 

replacement finished

Co-op law scholarship offered
in cooperative law who are Wisconsin 
residents. Additional qualifications:
 Applicants must have a minimum 
cumulative grade point of 3.0 on a 
four-point scale and will be judged 
on leadership, scholastic achieve-
ment, extracurricular activities dur-
ing undergraduate studies, personal 
motivation, academic and life goals. 
No individual may be awarded the 
scholarship more than once.
  The scholarship will be awarded 
during the Spring 2019 semester.
  To be considered, applications 
must be received by FYF at P.O. Box 
148, Baraboo, WI 53913 no later than 
April 5, 2019. More detailed informa-
tion on how to apply can be obtained 
by contacting FYF Executive Director 
Ethan Giebel at 608-548-2818.



Prepared weekly and distributed since 
1956 to provide timely information on 
matters pertaining to Wisconsin’s non-
profit, consumer-owned rural electric    
cooperatives. 
Wisconsin Electric
Cooperative Association
222 W. Washington Ave., Suite 680
Madison, WI 53703

(continued from front page) 

 Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers 
said Tuesday he intends to join the U.S. 
Climate Alliance, a group of governors 
who say they’ll implement the 2015 
Paris climate agreement at the state 
level.
 The governors have committed to 
reducing greenhouse emissions 26–28 
percent below 2005 levels within the 
next six years.
 The U.S., the global leader in 
reducing carbon dioxide emissions, 
withdrew from the Paris agreement in 
2017. U.S. emissions peaked in 2005.

 On Monday an employee of an 

investor-owned utility asked to be 

placed on the Condenser mailing list. 

The request resulted from a regular 

recipient forwarding a recent edition 

to several energy and utility-related 

entities because of their presumed 

interest in one article—an interest in 

no way hostile toward or incompatible 

with our own.

 Despite the benign—indeed, 

amicable—intent behind that shar-

ing, we have concerns.

 The reason should probably be 

repeated occasionally in a newsletter 

whose history now spans 63 years: 

Condenser was conceived as a 

vehicle to communicate with electric 

co-op insiders rather than with a wide, 

general audience. From time to time 

on no set timetable, it may present 

information about lobbying and other 

political strategies the WECA prefers 

not to broadcast, even among rank-

and-file co-op members.     
 We’re delighted whenever we 

A word on sharing Condenser

Commentary
Hold the Kool-Aid

 Electric co-ops owe their existence largely to the 
original New Deal. Unlike the Green New Deal (GND) 
rolled out as a congressional resolution last Thursday, 
the original helped rural people set to work meeting 
their own needs. Today’s marketing-ploy version, ped-
dled as a climate fix, envisions everything Americans 
do from now on as a government project designed by 
government’s least knowledgeable practitioners. Their 
sweeping declaration of a “national mobilization” to 
banish absolutely everything nice people find unfair, 
clarifies that the GND is animated by ideas unrelated to 
Earth’s climate.
 It thus takes its place in a long line of political 
prescriptions (Remember global cooling, “the popula-
tion bomb,” the predicted famine that was supposed 
to wipe out most of humanity by the 1980s?) that 
prompted us to remark some years ago that crises come 
and crises go but the solution is always the same: suf-
focating regulation, confiscatory taxation, and swarm-
ing bureaucracy.
 The only new aspect is how many bridges-too-far 
the GND authors intend to go. They’ve discovered that 
beyond prohibiting fossil energy use, fine-tuning the 
planet’s atmosphere to their liking also necessitates 
taxpayers:
 “guaranteeing a job with a family-sustaining wage, 
adequate family and medical leave, paid vacations, and 
retirement security to all people of the United States;

Evers to join 

climate group
learn of Condenser being widely 

distributed among employees at an 

individual WECA co-op; it’s reas-

suring to know our information is 

considered worth sharing. But the 

sharing is intended to remain within 

the immediate co-op family, to an 

extent best left to the discretion of 

local boards and management.

 Besides its function of providing 

factual information about political or 

policy issues, Condenser also seeks 

to present thought-provoking ideas, 

while recognizing that not everyone 

will always agree and that respectful 

debate may result.    

 We welcome honest debate; it 

encourages all of us to test the valid-

ity of our thinking. But unintentionally 

obligating ourselves to conduct that 

debate outside the immediate family 

would lead to needless distraction.

 For all those reasons, we ask 

our faithful readers to help keep 

Condenser useful by keeping it within 

the family.     

 “providing all people of the United States with 
high-quality health care; affordable, safe, and adequate 
housing;
 “upgrading all existing buildings in the United 
States and building new buildings to achieve 
maximal energy efficiency, water efficiency, safety, 
affordability, comfort, and durability, including through 
electrification.”
 Things like this have been attempted before. The 
result is always misery, shared equally except by those 
giving the orders. The enterprise always begins full of 
rhetoric about altruism and justice, and never ends with-
out a death toll only marginally attributable to natural 
causes.
 This week brought the laughably phony disavowal 
of a “fact sheet” released by one of the GND’s authors, 
who said—correctly—that the fact-sheet details don’t 
appear in the actual resolution. Those who weren’t born 
yesterday will recognize this as one of two things: the 
fire-brigade scramble to bury an overenthusiastic staff-
er’s admission of what they really want to do; or Step 
Two in a strategy to dupe gullible critics into discredit-
ing themselves by attacking straw-man proposals. 
 Critics should be content to understand that the real 
proposals are more than enough to identify the GND as 
an economic suicide pact; indeed, as a literal suicide 
pact, had the GND’s energy policies been in place during 
last month’s deep freeze.


