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Thinking ahead for workplace safety
Eau Claire Energy Cooperative Director and Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association Board Member Judi Anibas analyzed 
keys to situational awareness and offered in-depth insight into dangerous workplace situations during training sessions this week 
for co-op employees. A former Eau Claire police officer, Anibas offered presentations identifying vulnerabilities that could arise 
from faulty security practices or elements of workplace design, techniques for defusing an encounter with an irate customer, and 
recognizing available options to survive an active assault. Almost 80 employees from 11 cooperatives participated in the one-
day training sessions held at Clark Electric in December and this week Monday and Tuesday at Vernon and Richland Electric.         

Northeast infrastructure study paints bleak picture
 A January analysis by the north-
east regional grid operator warns of 
precarious generation fuel supplies 
despite historically abundant natural 
gas resources and raises the specter 
of cold-weather rolling blackouts in 
upcoming years. 
 Though the service area directly 
affected is far from the nation’s heart-
land, distance could fall short of en-
suring Midwest immunity from ISO 
New England’s problems. The grid 
operator’s “Operational Fuel Secu-
rity Analysis,” published January 17, 
cites the organization’s responsibility 
“to operate the New England power 
system in a way that maintains the 
reliability of the entire Eastern Inter-
connection”—meaning everything 
east of the Rocky Mountains.
 A brief report five days later from 
the Energy Department’s Energy Infor-
mation Administration (EIA) revealed 
notable changes in the generation mix 
across three regional grids during the 
severe cold weather of late December 
and early January. As reported previ-
ously, ISO New England saw genera-
tion from fuel oil spike upward in the 

face of high natural gas demand for 
home heating.
 Meanwhile, the EIA said, the 
neighboring New York ISO had a 
steep increase in output from dual-
fuel generators, mainly natural gas 
units that can switch to oil. And the 
Pennsylvania-New Jersey-Maryland 
(PJM) system, separated from ISO New 
England by the single-state New York 
ISO, turned increasingly to economi-
cally threatened coal and nuclear gen-
eration during the cold snap as natural 
gas generation declined slightly, the 
EIA report indicated. 
 Islands of PJM, including the 
Commonwealth Edison service area 
in northern Illinois, reach the middle 
of the Midcontinent Independent 
System Operator (MISO) grid serving 
Wisconsin.
 The ISO New England report is 
only the latest published source to 
spotlight—in this case indirectly—
the challenge of public officials and 
interest groups intent on keeping 
fossil fuels in the ground and—most 
crucially for New England—blocking 
new or upgraded pipelines.

 The January study focused on five 
variables: generation retirements, liq-
uefied natural gas (LNG) availability, 
levels of dual-fuel capability, power 
imports from other regional grids, and 
renewable capacity. It concluded that 
in 19 of 23 scenarios analyzed, the 
winter of 2024–25 would see load shed-
ding—rolling blackouts “implemented 
as a last resort to protect the grid.”   
 Only the single most optimistic 
scenario required no emergency ac-
tions, “However,” the report said, 
“it did not reflect the increase in 
retirements of oil-fired generators 
that would be expected” alongside 
increases in LNG usage, dual-fuel 
capacity, inter-system imports, and 
growth of renewables. 
 Tellingly in a study projecting the 
likelihood of “energy shortfalls due to 
inadequate fuel,” analysts “assumed 
that no additional natural gas pipeline 
capacity to serve generators would be 
added” in time to affect the winter of 
2024–25.  
 An opinion piece by Jordan 
McGillis of the Institute for Energy 
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Research, published Monday by The 
Hill, pointed out that amid “positive 
developments that have left markets 
awash with energy resources,” New 
York officials have blocked two pipe-
line projects that could serve New 
England, and Massachusetts’ high-
est court last summer disallowed a 
pipeline plan McGillis argues “would 
have helped reduce stress on the grid” 
during the current winter.  
 As local gas utilities convert more 
customers to natural gas heating, that 
source of demand will increase and 
“a key factor,” the ISO New England 
report said, becomes “how much 
natural gas will be left over for power 
generators after natural gas distribu-
tion companies have served their 
heating customers.”
 The report acknowledges that 
additional renewable capacity “can 
mitigate the region’s fuel security risk” 
but won’t “eliminate” it, noting that 
“robust growth of renewable resourc-
es” would be expected to drive further 
retirements of baseload generation. 

Journeyman Lineman—Pierce Pe-
pin Cooperative Services, Ellsworth, 
Wisconsin, seeks applicants for above-
named position. Experienced lineman 
apprentices will also be considered.  Will 
perform construction, maintenance, and 
repair on electric distribution system, re-
quiring work in inclement weather, over-
time and on-call time. Ideal candidate will 
have experience in hot line preventive 
maintenance work with rubber gloves 
and hot line tools, knowledge of all 
line materials, assemblies, equipment, 
and apparatus. Must relocate within 12 
miles of headquarters building, have 

high school education (or equivalent) 
in addition to four-year apprenticeship, 
and possess or be able to obtain Class 
A CDL with air brakes. Position descrip-
tion and application available at www.
piercepepin.coop or by calling (800) 
924-2133. With more than 7,000 electric 
accounts and located 40 minutes from 
Twin Cities metro area, Pierce Pepin 
offers a competitive salary and excellent 
benefits. Submit applications by email to 
clubich@piercepepin.coop or by postal 
mail to Pierce Pepin Cooperative Ser-
vices, Attn:  Human Resources, P.O. Box 
420, Ellsworth, WI 54011-0420.

Ed/Lobby Days lineup noted
  The 2018 edition of the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association’s Edu-
cation and Lobby Days will feature a strong lineup of speakers addressing 
a variety of industry-relevant topics.
 Government Relations Director Beata Wierzba said as of last week 
confirmations had been received from:  

• Branko Terzic, managing director, Berkeley Research Group, LLC. A 
UW–Milwaukee graduate who served on both the Wisconsin Public 
Service Commission and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion, Terzic will address “The 21st Century Electric Cooperative: Op-
portunities, Complications and Risks.”

• Valerie Wood, owner and president of Verona-based Energy Solutions, 
Inc., will offer her views—informed by decades of helping businesses 
navigate federally deregulated natural gas markets—on the future of 
natural gas in an environment of coal plant retirements, nuclear de-
commissioning, and increased market penetration by renewables.

• Craig Gilbert, Washington bureau chief for the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel. A Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter formerly based in Milwau-
kee, Gilbert will present his analysis of Richland County and south-
western Wisconsin as a bellwether for elections, and the role played 
in recent years by rural voters.

• Four candidates for the U.S. Senate seat currently held by Senator 
Tammy Baldwin. (Senator Baldwin was invited but is scheduled to be 
in Washington, D.C.)

• Professor Eleanor Neff Powell, University of Wisconsin–Madison. 
Powell has authored numerous political books including Where 
Money Matters in Congress. She will address changes in campaign 
financing and how congressional and state legislative leadership posi-
tions are determined.

 In addition, three recipients of the 2018 Enlightened Legislator of the 
Year Award are expected to attend the February 14–15 event. 

Agencies moving swiftly on “Waters” rewrite
 The Army Corps of Engineers and 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Tuesday and Wednesday signed a final 
rule delaying the effective date of the 
Waters of the United States regulation 
to two years after its publication in the 
Federal Register.
 The agencies said the move is 
intended to preserve the regulatory 
status quo—the previous definition 
of their Clean Water Act jurisdic-
tion—while their redraft of the 2015 

Obama-era regulation progresses.
 Both the date-setting rule and the 
ultimate rewrite of the “waters” defi-
nition are expected to face court chal-
lenges. Federal Register publication 
of this week’s action has no specified 
date but is expected soon.  

ROPE bill progress
 Assembly Bill 583, providing a 
sales tax exemption for labor and ma-
terials furnished in utility mutual aid 
situations, was referred last Wednes-
day to the Assembly Rules Committee 
to be scheduled for floor action. 
 A vote of the full Assembly is 
expected in mid-February. 
 A Senate companion bill is sched-
uled for a hearing February 7, with 
potential floor action February 20, the 
only day of floor debate currently on 
the Senate schedule.
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