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Application filed for Superior gas plant
 Dairyland Power Cooperative 
and South Shore Energy applied 
to the Public Service Commission 
of Wisconsin (PSC) Tuesday, seek-  
ing a Certificate of Public Conve-
nience and Necessity (CPCN) for 
construction of a natural gas-fired 
power plant with a capacity of up 
to 625 megawatts, within the City 
of Superior.
 Jointly announcing their plan 
in the summer of 2017, Dairyland 
and Minnesota Power said the plant 
would provide the dispatchable 
generation capacity needed to en-
able expansion of their wind and 
solar portfolios.
 South Shore Energy (SSE) is a 
subsidiary of ALLETE, as is Min-
nesota Power. It was formed for the 
purpose of owning ALLETE’s share 
of the Wisconsin project.

New market maneuvers as nukes grasp for lifelines
 The state of Connecticut has not 
classified nuclear generation as renew-
able energy, but it’s created a preference 
for nuclear along with wind and solar 
in seeking emissions-free sources for 
almost half the state’s electrical load.
 At the end of December, Con-
necticut officials accepted a bid from 
Virginia-based Dominion Energy for 
the Millstone nuclear plant near New 

London to supply power for 10 years. 
The price for what will amount to 
about half the plant’s generation out-
put will vary as utilities are expected 
to renegotiate periodically. Dominion, 
like other nuclear plant owners, had 
issued warnings that the plant might 
be retired ahead of schedule in the 
absence of financial support.
 The state also accepted a bid from 

Florida’s NextEra Energy Resources, 
agreeing to purchase generation from 
its Seabrook nuclear plant in New 
Hampshire.
 Meanwhile, in New Jersey last 
month, Public Service Enterprise 
Group (PSEG) applied for as much as 
$900 million in ratepayer funds over 
the next three years, to fend off early 
retirement of three nuclear units at 
Salem and Hope Creek. 
 PSEG hopes to be granted sub-
sidies in the form of “zero-emission 
certificates,” financed through a sur-
charge on consumers’ monthly bills. 
 The application is subject to state 
regulatory approval and critics of the 
plan, including the market monitor 
for the Pennsylvania-New Jersey-
Maryland (PJM) interconnection—the 
nation’s largest wholesale power mar-
ket—say there’s no evidence the PSEG 
plants aren’t profitable now.
 PSEG has maintained its plants 
are at risk of early retirement without 
financial assistance. Chicago-based 

 Commissioner Ellen Nowak of 
Wisconsin’s Public Service Com-
mission (PSC) was appointed last 
Thursday to the board of directors of 
the National Association of Regula-
tory Utility Commissioners (NARUC).
	 A	former	NARUC	first	vice	presi-
dent, Nowak served on the board 
until she vacated her PSC position 
last March, upon her appointment as 
secretary of the state Department of 
Administration. She was reappointed 
to the PSC in December.
 Nowak is the second of Wiscon-
sin’s three PSC members to be ap-
pointed to the national organization’s 
board in recent weeks. Commis-
sioner Mike Huebsch was named to 
the NARUC board in mid-December.

Nowak appointed 
to national board

Analysis
On climate policy, words, actions diverge
 Countries that count themselves among the leading proponents of world-
wide compliance with the 2015 Paris climate agreement are behaving domes-
tically in ways that would prevent reaching its targeted emission reductions, 
The Wall Street Journal reported in December.
 Meanwhile, even as the United States is criticized for walking away 
from the Paris agreement, its electric power sector has sharply reduced car-
bon dioxide emissions while nations advocating compliance have moved in 
the opposite direction.
 Last fall, the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA, a statistical 
arm of the Department of Energy) reported that CO2 emissions from the U.S. 
power sector had declined 28 percent since 2005, citing slower growth of 
electricity demand combined with the changing mix of generation fuels.      

 As originally announced, the 
capacity of the Nemadji Trail En-
ergy Center was to be between 525 
and 550 megawatts. On Thursday, 
Dairyland indicated it would seek 
authorization for the higher capac-
ity to take into consideration the 
possibility of technological advanc-
es allowing for greater turbine effi-
ciency by the time the plant enters 
service. That is anticipated to hap-
pen in 2025, assuming regulatory 
approvals.
 The increased capacity, should 
the technology allow, would have 
no effect on the facility’s footprint as 
initially proposed, Dairyland said.
 Tuesday’s application indicated 
that the project, with an anticipated 
life span of at least 30 years, will be 
built as a merchant plant, not as a 
utility rate-based facility.
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Equipment and Meter Technician—
Adams-Columbia Electric Cooperative 
(ACEC) is accepting applications for 
the position of equipment and meter 
technician to work at the organization’s 
Friendship,	 Wisconsin,	 office.	 Duties	
include installing, testing, repairing, 
and communicating with single-phase 
and three-phase meters, reclosers, 
regulators, and other electronic equip-
ment used in electric utilities’ delivery 
of power. Seeking applicants with as-
sociate degree in electronics, electrical 
engineering, and/or any equivalent com-

Utility in crosshairs, California targets PG&E
 The California Public Utilities 
Commission (PUC) disclosed at the 
end of December it will consider a 
range of regulatory alternatives that 
could include dividing the electric 
distribution and natural gas functions 
of Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) into 
separate companies. 
 The measures are under consid-
eration in response to safety concerns 
raised by state officials blaming the 
utility for wildfires in recent years. 
Two weeks ago, California Attorney 
General Xavier Becerra issued an 
opinion that the company could be 
charged with murder or manslaughter 
if it was determined that its system had 
been operated recklessly, contributing 
to the outbreak of fires.
 The deadliest wildfire in Califor-
nia history killed 86 people in early 
November. PG&E has acknowledged 
equipment defects on a transmission 
tower near the fire’s suspected point of 
origin.
 Becerra submitted his opinion to 
the federal judge in charge of a criminal 

 The same EIA report calculated that the sector’s carbon dioxide emis-
sions in 2017, the latest year for which complete data was available, had 
totaled 1,744 million metric tons, the lowest level in the 30 years since 1987.   
 The December Journal story highlighted squabbling among Paris signa-
tory nations over what requirements to impose on themselves to ensure 
compliance. Headlined “Around the World, Climate Goals Clash with Real-
ity,” the story clashes with itself in some key respects.
 For instance, the Journal said China, Canada, and the European Union 
“have sought to fill the leadership vacuum” created by U.S. withdrawal from 
the agreement. But it then goes on to note that “China is now on track to add 
coal-fired power equal to almost the total U.S. capacity,” and that China’s 
existing electricity production from coal is “already equivalent to half of the 
world’s total coal-fired generation and nearly quadruple that of the U.S.”
 In Canada, the provinces of Ontario and Saskatchewan are suing to halt 
the federal government’s plan to impose a carbon tax, and according to a cli-
mate activist group, the country has missed every emission-reduction target 
it’s set since 1992, the Journal said.
 The nations of the European Union, the Journal reported, remained un-
able to agree on standards for reducing motor vehicle CO2 emissions.     
 Just before Christmas, the Paris-based International Energy Agency (IEA) 
produced a market report noting two consecutive years of increased coal 
demand globally, and forecasting stable worldwide coal demand for at least 
the next five years, “as declines in Europe and North America are offset by 
strong growth in India and Southeast Asia.”
 The forecast quoted an IEA official saying coal markets represent two 
different worlds where economics and climate policies are “closing coal 
power plants in some countries, while coal continues to play a part in secur-
ing access to affordable energy in others.” 

case arising from a PG&E gas pipeline 
explosion that killed eight people and 
destroyed 35 houses in a San Francisco 
suburb nine years ago.
 Public comments will be taken 
through this month in a regulatory 
proceeding to consider forced replace-
ment of the PG&E board of directors, 
tying the company’s rate of return to 
its safety record, and a full return of 
the company and its affiliates to regu-
lated utility status, in addition to the 
possibility of splitting it into separate 
gas and electricity companies.
 The company would face massive 

financial obligations if found liable for 
wildfire damages. 
 PUC members said their intention 
is to protect PG&E from bankruptcy. 
Were that outcome to occur, it would 
be for the second time in two decades. 
PG&E filed Chapter 11 bankruptcy in 
2001 after California’s electric restruc-
turing experiment imposed a retail rate 
freeze while compelling distribution 
utilities to purchase power on the 
unregulated wholesale market. At 
the time of its bankruptcy filing, the 
arrangement had caused PG&E to run 
up approximately $9 billion in debt.           

bination of education and experience. 
Completion of electric meter technician 
apprenticeship program preferred. Must 
have valid driver’s license. ACEC is 
committed to creating a diverse envi-
ronment and proud to be an equal op-
portunity employer. Competitive wage; 
full	 benefits.	 For	 more	 information	 or	
to download an application, see http://
www.acecwi.com/Careers or pick up ap-
plication in person at 401 E. Lake Street, 
Friendship, WI. Application deadline is 
Friday, Feb.1 at 4 p.m. EOE/M/F/Dis-
ability/Veteran

Exelon Corp., a part owner of the PSEG 
plants, has obtained ratepayer and 
taxpayer subsidies on the same basis 
for nuclear plants in Illinois and New 
York. 
 None of the five units involved 
in last month’s Connecticut and New 
Jersey actions is close to its license 
expiring; the earliest would occur in 
2030.
 A report just before Christmas in 
the online news service NJspotlight 
said New Jersey regulators had hired 
the same consultant who advised Con-
necticut in reviewing Dominion’s bid 
for subsidies to the Millstone plant, 
and who concluded Millstone will 
probably be profitable through 2035.
 Whatever decision is reached by 
New Jersey regulators, it is expected 
to result in litigation, NJspotlight said.  
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