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FERC declines rulemaking bid, markets to respond 
 Energy Secretary Rick Perry’s 
proposal to write new wholesale 
market regulations preserving coal 
and nuclear generation went down 
in flames Monday, as the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
rejected the idea and asked instead 
for answers within two months from 
regional transmission operators as 
to how baseload plants can be kept 
economically viable.
 The FERC, back at full strength 
with five commissioners after a 
lengthy period without a quorum 
and more recently with the minimum 
three, voted 5–0 to decline action on 
Perry’s plan, which sought to guaran-
tee cost recovery for generating facili-
ties that maintain 90-day on-site fuel 
supplies.
 The National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (NRECA) 
welcomed the action, having greeted 
Perry’s proposal with misgivings but 
crediting him—in a statement from 
CEO Jim Matheson—for “jumpstarting 

the discussion” of grid resilience and 
ensuring diversity of resources.
 The FERC order disputes the en-
ergy secretary’s contention that past or 
forthcoming plant retirements could 
jeopardize grid reliability. Perry’s 
position was eroded last year by an 
energy department assessment of re-
siliency issues that found early coal 
and nuclear plant retirements were 
being driven more by the economics of 
inexpensive natural gas than by plans 
to regulate carbon dioxide emissions 

or market penetration by renewables. 
 In November, FERC projected the 
retirement of an additional 20 giga-
watts of coal-fired generation by the 
end of 2020, and last week a nuclear 
subsidy bill died in a lame-duck ses-
sion of the New Jersey Legislature, 
despite advocates claiming 40 percent 
of the state’s electricity production 
hung in the balance. At press time 
for this week’s Condenser, California 
regulators were preparing to vote on 
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“ROPE” bill gets Assembly hearing

The Assembly Committee on Energy and Utilities has scheduled a January 17 ex-
ecutive session expected to advance Assembly Bill 583, creating a sales and use 
tax exemption for mutual assistance services performed by electric cooperatives 
or telecommunications utilities during a disaster period. Seen here, WECA Gov-
ernment Relations Director Beata Wierzba makes a point during a Tuesday com-
mittee hearing on the bill. Flanking Wierzba at left and right are Adams-Columbia 
Electric Cooperative CEO Jay Porter and Barron Electric General Manager Dallas 
Sloan, both of whom presented testimony describing the value of mutual aid and 
the effect of taxing labor and materials used in disaster recovery.

Motor carrier fees reduced, clock running
 Registration fees for commercial 
motor vehicles operating in interstate 
commerce have been set 9 percent 
lower than for last year, and current-
year registration enforcement action 
will largely be held in abeyance 
through a 90-day window that opened 
last Friday.   
 That was the day of Federal Regis-
ter publication for the Unified Carrier 

Registration (UCR) final rule setting 
fees at a lower level than for 2017. The 
reduction by the Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration (FMCSA) was 
driven by the program having amassed 
a surplus of about $5 million above the 
congressionally authorized revenues. 
The registration fees are a funding 
source for the FMCSA’s promotion of 
trucker safety and training.
 The enforcement delay recog-
nizes that the 2018 fee levels weren’t 
finalized until three months after the 
customary October opening of registra-
tions for the following year.
 Among Wisconsin’s electric coop-
eratives, UCR registration is manda-
tory only for those that have service 
areas routinely requiring operations 
across state lines. Those serving ar-
eas adjacent to state boundaries may 
find UCR registration convenient, 
especially for purposes of facilitating 
mutual assistance activity that may 
occur in neighboring states. Wisconsin 
and all of its neighbors are among the 
41 participants in the UCR program.
 Fees for this year have been re-
duced to $69 for up to two vehicles, 
down from $76 last year, and $206 for 
three to five vehicles, down from $227.  
Fees for the 2019 registration year are 
also to be reduced to ensure collec-
tions don’t rise above the authorized 
maximum.   
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(continued from previous page) Journeyman Lineworker—Scenic 
Rivers Energy Cooperative (SREC), 
headquartered in Lancaster, Wisconsin, 
with offices in Gays Mills and Darlington, 
seeks a qualified journeyman lineworker 
to be based at Gays Mills. Prefer jour-
neyman lineworker with electric utility 
experience. To apply, submit a cover 
letter, resumé, references (three profes-
sional, two personal) and an SREC ap-
plication found at www.sre.coop under 
“Careers.” Send by email to hpierce@
srec.net. Applications will be accepted 
until the position is filled. EOE/M/F

EPA fast-tracking replacement CO2 rule 
 With its eyes on the certainty of 
future litigation, the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) is moving 
to complete a replacement rule for the 
Obama administration’s Clean Power 
Plan by the end of this year. 
 The objective, according to a PO-
LITICO story based on information 
from three unnamed sources, is to 
ensure that lawsuits from environ-
mental groups hoping to block the 
Trump administration’s action will 
be tested in the courts before the end 
of the current presidential term.
 POLITICO published its report 
last Friday. On Wednesday, Reuters 
cited an exclusive interview in re-
porting that EPA Administrator Scott 
Pruitt had confirmed his intention to 
finish the Clean Power Plan replace-
ment before the year is out, and that 
the same accelerated treatment is 
being applied to replacing the joint 
EPA-Army Corps of Engineers “Waters 
of the United States” rule rescinded 
last March after languishing for several 
months under a stay issued by a federal 
appeals court.
 The Clean Power Plan involves 
a more complicated process, since it 
will apply to existing power plants. 
As a Clean Air Act prerequisite to 
regulating those facilities, the agency 

is required first to create regulations on 
a similar basis for plants yet to be built; 
thus a replacement for the Obama ad-
ministration’s proposed “new source” 
carbon dioxide rule must be in effect 
before the Clean Power Plan replace-
ment can be issued.       

 No fewer than 12 separate agencies get to weigh in on whether the fed-
eral government discloses newly discovered cyberattack vulnerabilities to 
the private sector. 
 One of those agencies, the Department of Homeland Security, would 
have a new responsibility to report to Congress on policies and proce-
dures affecting how such vulnerabilities are revealed, under legislation that 
passed the House of Representatives on a voice vote Tuesday.
 The bill aims at heightened congressional oversight of the disclosure of 
“zero day” vulnerabilities, defined as computer software weaknesses that 
could be exploited by hackers and are not known to those who would have 
an interest in fixing the problem, such as the software vendor.
 A variety of interests had called for greater transparency in disclosure 
policies, in part over concerns that agencies interested in using the 
vulnerabilities in pursuit of intelligence goals might not reveal them, 
increasing the risk of their discovery by hackers who could exploit them for 
criminal purposes.
 In addition to Homeland Security, departments having a say in whether 
to disclose an exploitable problem include the departments of Commerce, 
Defense, Energy, Justice, State, Treasury, and the offices of Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, Management and Budget, the National Security Agency, 
the Central Intelligence Agency, and the FBI.  

Cyber oversight bill passes House

Rural development recommendations welcomed

 The National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association this week 
applauded recommendations from a 
Task Force on Agriculture and Rural 
Prosperity created by the Trump ad-
ministration last April. 
 CEO Jim Matheson called the rural 
economy “critical to the wellbeing 
of our entire nation,” saying the task 
force report “rightfully identifies a 
number of key areas that are essential 
to economic growth, and nearly all 
depend on expanded access to high-
speed internet.”      a regulatory order authorizing Pacific 

Gas and Electric to retire its Diablo 
Canyon nuclear plant but not to re-
place its 2.25 gigawatt capacity.
 Commissioner Neil Chatterjee, 
formerly of the NRECA government 
relations staff, earlier suggested short-
term subsidies for coal and nuclear 
plants floundering economically and 
threatened with retirement, but con-
curred in Monday’s unanimous deci-
sion to punt the issue to the regional 
transmission operators.

 Unlike the Clean Power Plan, 
which set emission reduction targets 
for states without specifically regulat-
ing individual plants, the replacement 
is expected to seek emission cuts 
through efficiency standards plants 
will have to meet.   

 The task force addressed five 
broad areas, but its most concrete 
recommendations pertain to internet 
and broadband access. For purposes of 
expanding broadband the report rec-
ommends increased funding through 
state block grants, using the 2018 
Farm Bill to streamline the application 
process for broadband funding, and 

leveraging federal assets to enhance 
access to broadband infrastructure.
 Matheson noted that electric co-
operatives have enhanced the rural 
quality of life and are now “helping 
reinvigorate rural economies by bring-
ing broadband access to homes and 
businesses.”

FERC order


