
August (Lake Geneva). Jim Steineke 
(Kaukauna) was re-elected major-
ity leader; Mary Felzkowski (Irma) 
was newly elected assistant major-
ity leader, succeeding Rep. Robert 
Brooks (Saukville); Dan Knodl (Ger-
mantown) was re-elected caucus 
chair; and Romaine Quinn (Barron) 
was re-elected caucus vice-chair.
 Democrats returned Gordon 
Hintz (Oshkosh) to the post of mi-
nority leader and kept the rest of 
their lineup unchanged, re-electing 
Dianne Hesselbein (Middleton) as 
assistant minority leader, Mark Spre-
itzer (Beloit) as caucus chair; Steve 
Doyle (Onalaska), caucus vice-chair; 
and Beth Meyers (Bayfield), caucus 
secretary.
 Monday’s proceedings are ex-
pected to be largely ceremonial, 
with the inauguration of the new 
governor and constitutional officers 
and the Legislature’s 132 members 
formally taking their oath of office.
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Legislative leadership nearly unchanged

 There will be only two new fac-
es among those holding leadership 
positions in the 2019–20 Wisconsin 
Legislature that formally convenes 
for the first time Monday.
 Members of the Legislature’s 
four party caucuses for the most 
part re-elected the same leadership 
teams that were in place going into 
last November’s elections.
 The state Senate’s Republican 
majority re-elected President Roger 
Roth (Appleton) and President Pro 
Tempore Howard Marklein (Spring 
Green). Scott Fitzgerald (Juneau) 
was re-elected majority leader and 
Van Wanggard (Racine) was re-elect-
ed caucus chair. The sole newcomer 
to the Senate GOP leadership is Dan 
Feyen (Fond du Lac), elected assis-
tant majority leader to succeed Leah 
Vukmir, who vacated her seat for an 
unsuccessful challenge to incum-
bent U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin.
 Senate Democrats re-elected Jen-
nifer Shilling (La Crosse) as minority 
leader. Her leadership team remains 
intact from the prior session, with 
Janet Bewley (Delta) re-elected as-
sistant minority leader, Mark Miller 
(Monona) re-elected caucus chair, 
and Janis Ringhand (Evansville) re-
elected caucus vice chair.
 Republicans expanded their 
Senate majority by one seat in the 
November contests, and begin the 
new session controlling the upper 
house by a 19–14 margin. The Re-
publican majority was slightly less 
successful in Assembly races. Elec-
tion night tallies showed the num-
bers unchanged at 64–35, but subse-
quent recounts shifted one open seat 
to the Democrats, for a 63–36 split. 
The margin remains the largest for 
an Assembly majority since Demo-
crats controlled the chamber by a 
veto-proof 66–33 in the 1977–78 
Legislature. 
 Assembly Republicans re-elect-
ed Speaker Rep. Robin Vos (Roches-
ter) and Speaker Pro Tempore Tyler 

 The closing days of December 
saw progress toward completion 
of the new submarine cable link to 
power Washington Island Electric 
Cooperative, and with favorable 
weather the coming week might be 
enough time to finish the job.
 Co-op Manager Robert Cornell 
told Condenser this week cable 
installations between Northport, 
on the Door County mainland, and 
Plum Island were completed De-
cember 14 and 15. Five days later, 
cabinets were set and prepared for 
termination on Plum Island. The 
cabinet on Washington Island was 
set the day after Christmas and on 
December 27 and 28, workers set 
the cabinet and pulled cable through 
the conduit at Northport.
 Cornell said he and Wisconsin 

Cable replacement 
near completion

 Ellen Nowak’s second stint heading the Public Service Commission of 
Wisconsin (PSC) will be a brief one, coming to an end when Rebecca Cam-
eron Valcq is confirmed by the state senate as the regulatory panel’s newest 
member. 
 Governor-elect Tony Evers announced in late December that he will ap-
point Valcq when he takes office Monday. Nowak—who had been serving 
as secretary of the Department of Administration since last February—was  
reappointed to the PSC by Governor Walker at the end of November, to com-
plete the unexpired term of Lon Roberts, who had been chairing the three-
member commission but resigned effective December 28. 
 The Walker appointment returned Nowak to the chair, but it’s the gov-
ernor’s prerogative to decide who holds that post. Nowak can remain a com-
missioner until March 1, 2023, but the change of administration will also 
change who holds the chair. 
 Nowak had been a member of the PSC beginning in 2011 and assumed 
the chair in 2015. 
  Valcq has been a partner at the Milwaukee law firm Quarles & Brady. 
Her resumé includes 15 years’ service to Milwaukee-based WE Energies as 
regulatory counsel. Her duties there included representing the utility before 
the PSC and advising management on regulatory compliance.   
 PSC commissioners serve staggered six-year terms to diminish the likeli-
hood of a single governor appointing the entire membership of the indepen-
dent panel. Commissioner Mike Huebsch, the remaining Walker appointee, 
is serving a term scheduled to expire March 1, 2021. 

New PSC chair named
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 The 2019 edition of the Cus-
tomers First! Coalition’s annual 
Power Breakfast will highlight 
“industry game changers,” with pre-
sentations by experts in the areas of 
energy storage, renewable energy, 
electric vehicles and electrification, 
the organization announced at the 
end of December. 
 Detailed speaker announce-
ments are due out this month, the 
group said. Meanwhile, online reg-
istration for the Tuesday, February 
19, event is available at https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/2019-power-
breakfast-game-changers-registra-
tion-53872063793
 The half-day session will be 
held from 8:30-11:00 a.m. at Madi-
son’s Concourse Hotel.
 The Wisconsin Electric Coop-
erative Association is a founding 
member of the Customers First! 
Coalition, organized in 1995 to 
advocate on behalf of Wisconsin 
consumers in the debate over elec-
tric utility restructuring.  

Customers First! 
readies Power Breakfast

Hearings set on giant solar farm

 The Public Service Commission (PSC) will accept public comments 
through January 23 on a proposed solar farm in Iowa County that would be 
among the largest such facilities nationwide.
 The Badger Hollow Solar farm would cover approximately 3,500 acres 
(5.5 square miles) in the county’s Eden, Linden, and Mifflin Townships, 
where it would generate a rated capacity of 300 megawatts. Chicago-based 
Invenergy Corp., a merchant generator, has applied to the PSC for a Certifi-
cate of Public Convenience and Necessity, and has an agreement with Madi-
son Gas and Electric and Green Bay-based Wisconsin Public Service Corp. 
for the two utilities to purchase half the solar farm’s generation output.
 Regulatory review is simplified by the arrangement, as regulated utilities 
would have to obtain a Certificate of Need from the commission.
 Commission staff has issued a finding that the project would have no 
significant environmental impact, and thus will not require a full environ-
mental impact statement.
 The commission has scheduled a public hearing at its offices in Madison 
January 16 and at Dodgeville on January 24. 

EPA disavows mercury rule rationale

 The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) last Friday announced 
it will open a public comment period 
on a proposal to scrap its prior conten-
tion that regulating electric generating 
units under the once-contested Mer-
cury and Air Toxics Standards (MATS) 
is “appropriate and necessary.”
 The agency took that position in 
a 2016 “supplemental finding” issued 
after the U.S. Supreme Court ruled the 
EPA unlawfully implemented the rule 
four years earlier by failing to properly 
consider compliance costs.
 In its 2012 rulemaking, the Obama-
era EPA estimated compliance would 
cost the electric power industry $9.8 
billion annually—potentially as much 

2018 tornadoes fewer, weaker
 Statistics from the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA) and National Weather 
Service (NWS) indicate 2018 was 
among the years with the fewest 
U.S. tornadoes since modern record-
keeping began in 1954. It was also 
the first in that 64-year record with 
no U.S. tornado in either of the two 
most violent categories, EF4 or 5.  
 The near-record low numbers 
occur alongside widespread media re-
ports of global warming causing more 
frequent and destructive weather 
extremes.
 Tornadoes form throughout the 
world but the vast majority—about 
three-fourths of any given year’s to-
tal—occur within the continental U.S.
 Last year’s number of U.S. torna-
do-related fatalities—10—was also 
the lowest on record. 
 NOAA calculates the annual aver-
age tornado count at 1,283, adjusted 
to account for higher numbers of re-
ported storms since the mid-20th cen-
tury. NOAA explains the increase as 
being “almost entirely due to secular 
trends such as population increase, 
increased tornado awareness, and 
more robust and advanced reporting 
networks,” in addition to greatly en-
hanced detection capabilities widely 

as 2,450 times the claimed direct $4 
million to $6 million benefit from 
mercury reduction. The agency sought 
to justify the disparity by claiming an-
nual “co-benefits” of $37 billion to $90 
billion attributed mainly to reduced 
particulate emissions.
 Last week the EPA cited a “gross 
imbalance” between costs and benefits 
in proposing to revoke the “appropri-
ate and necessary” finding. The Ameri-
can Public Power Association, Edison 
Electric Institute, and National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association last 
summer urged retention of the existing 
MATS rule, in light of some $18 bil-
lion already spent and all plants now 
in compliance.

installed since the 1990s.
 Numbers adjusted by NOAA to 
weed out over-counting show storm 
numbers for each of the past five years 
have been below average. Statistics 
retrieved from NOAA and the NWS 
Storm Prediction Center in Norman, 
Oklahoma, this week put the num-
bers of confirmed U.S. tornadoes at 
1,262 in 2017; 971 in 2016; 1,257 in 
2015; and 1,055 in 2014. Last year’s 
confirmed count was 987.

Cable replacement
Public Service personnel planned to 
complete termination and phasing on 
Plum Island Thursday and he expected 
to work on termination at Washington 
Island and Northport next week.  
 Meanwhile, winter is taking hold  
with rapid ice formation. “We are on the 
ragged edge of being able to get the ferry 
with trucks to Plum Island,” Cornell said, 

adding that if the work requires more 
time, “we may be going over there in a 
fish tug.” 
 The old, ice-damaged cable will still 
have a function. “After testing,” Cornell 
said, “we will go live with the new cable 
and park the old cable in insulated stand-
offs where it will remain energized as an 
emergency spare for as long as it is viable.”


