
Cold drives gas demand, electricity prices, tests grid 
 Citing “very cold temperatures, 
high system load, and uncertainties in 
gas pipeline fuel supplies,” the Mid-
continent Independent System Op-
erator (MISO) issued a “conservative 
operations” directive last weekend, 
and on Tuesday extended it through 
today. 
 The effect is to suspend genera-
tion and transmission maintenance 
throughout the entire north, central, 
and southern regions of the transmis-
sion operator’s sprawling footprint 
“unless such maintenance will result 
in improved Bulk Electric System 
monitoring, control and security.” The 
order called for review of any plans for 
maintenance or testing of monitoring, 
control, transmission, or generating 
equipment to determine whether they 
can be “deferred or cancelled.”
 So far, a heavier impact has been 
felt in eastern and northeastern states, 
where wholesale electricity prices 
have reached their highest levels in 
several years and fuel supplies have 
become a more pressing concern. 

 A Tuesday Bloomberg report said 
the frigid weather has prompted the 
Northeast to turn from natural gas to 
oil for electric generation, spiking oil 
usage to 30 percent of New England’s 
power production in recent days com-
pared with its ordinarily negligible 
share. The reason?  “A lack of pipeline 
capacity has constrained natural gas 
supplies to the region in recent years, 
causing prices to surge during severe 
cold snaps.”
 Readers of Wisconsin Energy 
Cooperative News last month had a 
preview of the Northeast’s dilemma. 
The magazine’s December edition ana-
lyzed the tension between organized 
efforts to thwart pipeline construction 
wherever it’s proposed, and a potential 
return of the polar vortex—which trig-
gered similar problems in the winter 
of 2013–14.
 A Tuesday Reuters report noted 
that “Gas and electricity prices in New 
England usually spike on the coldest 
winter days as homes and businesses 
use most of the region’s gas supplies 

Scholarship applications invited
 The Federated Youth Foundation (FYF) has issued an invitation for 
students to apply for the third annual Charles Van Sickle Scholarship. The 
$2,000 scholarship, to be awarded this spring, will go to a pre-law or law 
student who has an interest in pursuing a career in cooperative law. 
 In addition to pre-law or law school enrollment and an interest in 
cooperative law, eligibility criteria include Wisconsin residency. A minimum 
cumulative grade point of 3.0 on a 4.0 point scale is also required.
 Preference will be given to students whose parents or grandparents are 
members of cooperatives, credit unions, or mutual insurance companies. 
 Detailed information about required materials and how to apply can 
be obtained by contacting FYF Executive Director Ethan Giebel at 
608-416-3318.
 The scholarship is made possible by an endowment established in 
2013 to honor Wisconsin’s renowned electric cooperative lobbyist and 
attorney, the late Charles Van Sickle. 
 Application materials should be sent to Giebel at the Federated Youth 
Foundation, Inc., 1 South Pinckney Street, Suite 810, Madison, WI 53703-
2869. All applications are due at the Federated Youth Foundation office no 
later than April 1. 

for heating, leaving little for utilities 
to burn in power plants.”
 Expectations of extreme heat-
ing fuel demand began triggering a 
domino effect as early as December 30, 
when the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) issued a 
regional emergency declaration cov-
ering 37 states including Wisconsin. 
The order suspends federal limits on 
working hours for commercial drivers 
directly involved in meeting “a need 
for immediate transportation of pro-
pane and home heating oil and fuels, 
into and from the Affected States and 
jurisdictions and provid[ing] neces-
sary relief.” 
 The emergency declaration could 
remain in effect until January 15, the 
FMCSA said.
 Tuesday’s Reuters report said that 
“With the retirement of several coal, 
oil, and nuclear plants over the past 
decade, gas has become the biggest 
fuel for electric production in New 
England,” providing nearly half the 
region’s electric generation compared 
with a customary one percent from fuel 
oil. 
 As the vortex once again pushes 
Canadian Arctic air into the United 
States and with temperatures forecast 
to stay low into the weekend, the 
Northeast may not have seen the worst 
of the episode. Tuesday’s Bloomberg 
story said some New England power 
plants that have been burning oil were 
running low on fuel and that their 
operations are also restricted by air 
emission limits.
 The online commercial marine in-
dustry newsletter Workboat reported 
Tuesday that the Coast Guard has been 
breaking ice to free trapped vessels on 
the frozen Hudson River in what it 
calls “Operation RENEW,” for “Reli-
able Energy for Northeast Winters.”
 Workboat cited Coast Guard infor-
mation in reporting that 90 percent of 
home heating fuel used in the North-
east is transported by barge.
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Power System Operator—East River 
Electric, Madison, South Dakota, seeks 
experienced applicants to oversee op-
erations of its electric power system. 
Requires ability to monitor/operate elec-
tric power/load management system 
through SCADA, telecommunications 
systems. Rotating shift work includes 
nights, weekends, holidays. Qualifica-
tions: certificate, diploma, or associate’s 
degree in electrical technology, system 
operations, or related field; five years’ 
experience in operational aspects of 
electric utility; completion of power 
system operator training course com-
bined with experience also considered. 
East River Electric Power Cooperative 
delivers wholesale power to 25 distribu-
tion systems in eastern South Dakota 
and western Minnesota. Highly skilled 
workforce embraces the seven coopera-
tive principles and values of integrity, 
accountability, innovation, and commit-
ment to community. Excellent compen-
sation, health insurance, pension plan, 
401K. To apply, complete electronic 
profile at www.eastriver.coop/careers. 
Direct questions to hr@eastriver.coop or 

(605) 256-4536. Applications accepted 
until position filled; initial review begins 
January 12, 2018. Equal Opportunity 
Employer M/F/Disabled/Veteran

Journey Lineworker—Alger Delta 
Cooperative Electric Association, 
Gladstone, Michigan, seeks journey 
lineworker to be responsible for main-
tenance, operations, outage response, 
new services and related electric distri-
bution system activities. Requires docu-
mentation of successfully completed 
Department of Labor-approved ap-
prenticeship training, good work history, 
Class A CDL/medical card, clean driving 
record. If hired, must live within 10 miles 
or 30 minutes of co-op headquarters, be 
on call on regular basis, and respond 
to system outages after normal work 
hours. Requires computer/iPad profi-
ciency, dependability, patience, good 
interpersonal/customer-relations skills. 
Email resume/cover letter to admin@
algerdelta.com  with “Lineworker App” 
in subject line, or address postal mail to 
Lineworker App c/o Alger Delta, 426 N. 
9th St., Gladstone, MI 49837.

Feds mull stronger cyber security reporting
 The Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) last Thursday is-
sued a notice of proposed rulemaking 
aimed at stronger reporting require-
ments for cyber security incidents. 
The rule, if adopted, would direct the 
North American Electric Reliability 
Corporation (NERC) to modify its reli-
ability standards to expand mandatory 
reporting of incidents—quoting the 
notice—“that might facilitate sub-
sequent efforts to harm the reliable 
operation of the bulk electric system.”
 “Currently, incidents must be re-
ported only if they have ‘compromised 
or disrupted one or more reliabil-
ity tasks,’ and we propose to require 

reporting of certain incidents even 
before they have caused such harm or 
if they did not themselves cause any 
harm,” the FERC notice said.  
 The FERC proposal comes in 
response to a petition nearly a year 
ago from the Foundation for Resilient 
Societies, a New Hampshire-based 
non-profit organization that says it is 
“engaged in scientific research and 
education with the goal of protecting 
technologically-advanced societies 
from infrequently occurring natural 
and man-made disasters.”
 In October, the California-based 
cyber security firm FireEye announced 
it had “detected and stopped spear 

phishing emails” sent to U.S. power 
providers “by known cyber threat ac-
tors likely affiliated with the North Ko-
rean government.” FireEye described 
the activity as “early-stage reconnais-
sance, and not necessarily indicative of 
an imminent, disruptive cyber attack.” 
 Among numerous groups oppos-
ing FERC’s response to the Resilient 
Societies petition were the NERC, 
the American Public Power Associa-
tion, Edison Electric Institute, and the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association.
 The trade associations pointed 
out that reliability standards already 
in effect require responsible entities 
to “deter, detect, or prevent malicious 
code; mitigate the threat of detected 
malicious code; and have a process 
to update signatures or patterns as-
sociated with malicious code.” Other 
requirements are spread throughout the 
existing reliability standards, they said.
 In last Thursday’s notice, the 
FERC replied that the current report-
ing threshold “may not reflect the true 
scope of cyber-related threats facing 
the Bulk-Power System.”
 The Federal Register notice 
opened a 60-day public comment 
period on the proposed rulemaking.

 Less than three weeks after Cape 
Wind Associates pulled the plug on its 
16-year struggle to place 130 offshore 
turbines in Nantucket Sound, three 
developers approached the State of 
Massachusetts with proposals to build 
wind farms in nearby waters. 
 The state has solicited proposals 
for 400 megawatts of offshore wind-
generating capacity.
 One of the developers, Deepwater 
Wind, began commercial operation of 
five offshore turbines in Rhode Island 
waters a little more than a year ago as 
the first U.S. offshore wind facility, 
filling the role Cape Wind had sought 
since its original proposal in 2001.
 Deepwater Wind characterized its 
proposal as “baseload” offshore wind. 
The proposed facility, dubbed “Revolu-
tion Wind,” would partner with First-
Light Power to use on-shore pumped 
storage hydroelectric generation to sup-
ply power during peak demand hours 
and regardless of wind conditions.
 Deepwater Wind said it would also 
partner with regional utility National 
Grid to develop “a first-of-its-kind 
offshore transmission backbone” that 
“multiple offshore wind projects can 

connect to over the coming years,” thus 
avoiding duplication of infrastructure 
costs as future facilities are built. 
 Other developers include Bay 
State Wind, whose proposal includes 
55 megawatts of battery storage, 
and Vineyard Wind, calling for an 
800-megawatt facility about 15 miles 
south of Martha’s Vineyard.
 Massachusetts has mandated 
1,600 megawatts of offshore capacity 
within the decade.

Offshore wind developers trying again


