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Industries signal restructuring armistice
 Long-simmering interest in elec-
tric restructuring among major in-
dustrial power consumers may finally 
have been taken off even the back 
burner, reaction to new ratemaking 
moves by the Public Service Commis-
sion (PSC) suggests.
 Late last month the commission 
approved an experimental pilot pro-
gram called the “Day-Ahead Market 
Pricing Rider,” allowing Wisconsin 
Power and Light to offer industrial 
customers opportunities to shift load 
in response to power market signals.
 Todd Stuart, executive director 
of the Wisconsin Industrial Energy 
Group (WIEG), issued a statement say-
ing his members “appreciate WP&L’s 
efforts to move quickly on innovative 
real-time pricing options that provide 
manufacturers with additional rate 
choices and an ability to have more 
control in managing their costs.”
 The statement appeared to signal 
that the PSC was close to successfully 
defusing an issue that triggered a new 
campaign for retail deregulation begin-
ning about a year ago.  
 The WIEG membership includes Changes coming with new WECA website launch

 A new Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association website will launch 
the latter part of next week, with “a modern look and modern functionality,” 
according to WECA Vice President Tim Clay.
 Clay and WECA Events and Education Director Wendy Fassbind have 
been putting finishing touches on the improved site and have recruited 
statewide and individual member co-op staff to be on the lookout for any of 
the inevitable bugs that will need to be worked out.
 A major change will be an online event registration capability greatly im-
proved over previous versions, Fassbind told Condenser. Designated co-op 
staff will be able to perform registrations for employees and directors, she said.    
 Also available in a members-only section will be improved access to 
WECA event calendars, committee rosters, committee meeting minutes, 
and the weekly Condenser.
 Fassbind and Clay indicated that those receiving an email-only version 
of the Condenser should take care to notice whether it’s arriving in a timely 
way. “While importing data from the old system, we’ve done our best to 
avoid any omissions, but there’s always the possibility someone could be 
missed,” Clay said. An email note to Fassbind (wendy@weca.coop) is the 
quickest way to resolve a problem if the newsletter fails to arrive in a timely 
manner.
 Everyone in the system will be contacted in a mass email next Friday to 
make sure individual accounts are properly set up, Fassbind said.

Wisconsin’s 30 highest-volume elec-
tricity users and some of the strongest 
advocates of retail electric deregula-
tion. The central issue driving con-
tinued interest in the largely dormant 
restructuring movement had been the 
perceived effect of electric rates on 
business competitiveness, and Stuart 
called the WP&L tariff “a good example 
of a utility working with the PSC staff 
and their customers in a good faith 
effort to keep us cost competitive in 
global markets.”
 Last summer, an effort to rekindle 
legislative interest in restructuring was 
spearheaded by Saukville-based WIEG 
member Charter Steel announcing it 
would not further expand its business 
in Wisconsin because of what it deemed 
excessive rates paid to WE Energies.
 The idea met with a cool recep-
tion in the legislature, and the PSC 
indicated it preferred more creative 
ratemaking as a means of addressing 
the industries’ concerns over rates 
that had eclipsed those in neighbor-

Barry departing 
Customers First!
 Sarah Barry, who’s served as execu-
tive director of the Customers First! 
Coalition since August 2016, has an-
nounced she’s leaving the organization. 
 Barry notified the Customers First! 
board of directors of her plans at the 
board’s regular monthly meeting Tues-
day morning in Madison.
 A former legislative staffer for four 
different Wisconsin state senators, 
Barry said she has accepted a new posi-
tion involving policy and lobbying re-
sponsibilities with the Madison-based 
environmental group Clean Wisconsin.

Madgett plant fire 
investigated
 At press time for this week’s 
Condenser, local authorities were still 
investigating the cause of a late-night 
explosion and fire last Saturday at 
Dairyland Power Cooperative’s J. P. 
Madgett generating station in Alma.
 No one was injured and no one 
lost electrical service as a result of the 
incident, as the plant was not operating 
at the time.
 The explosion reportedly oc-
curred at about 10:30 p.m. and the 
resulting fire affected the fourth, fifth, 
and sixth floors of the plant. 
 Some 35 firefighters from six area 
fire departments responded to the 
scene. Alma fire officials indicated 
they expected their investigation to 
be finished by the end of this week.

ing states—in part because of the cost 
of new infrastructure built to resolve 
reliability problems that prompted 
Wisconsin industries to call for retail 
choice 20 years earlier.
 The Wisconsin Paper Council 
greeted the WP&L tariff approval with 
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enthusiasm similar to that of WIEG 
and also sounded the business growth 
theme.
 “Innovative rate options such as 
the real-time pricing tariffs are an 
important tool for both retaining and 
expanding manufacturing in Wis-
consin,” Paper Council President Jeff 
Landin said in a joint statement with 
WIEG saying both groups “applaud” 
the PSC action.

Restructuring

Analysis
Dueling researchers argue all-renewable future
 A 2015 paper published in the Proceedings of the National Academy 
of Sciences (PNAS) asserted that all U.S. energy requirements—100 per-
cent—could be met with renewable sources, primarily wind and solar with 
some hydro, by the middle of this century.   
 “No natural gas, biofuels, nuclear power, or stationary batteries are 
needed,” the authors wrote. 
 The startling claim was quickly embraced by climate activists. This 
April, a bill was introduced in the U.S. Senate to mandate, under federal 
law, 100 percent renewable energy by 2050.
 But in June, the PNAS published another paper addressing the subject. 
It concluded that what was proposed in 2015 made no sense.
 This isn’t a case of climate skeptics pushing back against activists; au-
thors of the more recent paper include academics who have written approv-
ingly about drastic interventions to redirect climate change. Nor is it a case 
of the National Academies adopting a different approach because there’s a 
new administration in town: The paper published this June was submitted 
in June 2016, when hardly anyone expected a noticeable change in U.S. 
climate policy.  
 Its authors dismissed the 2015 effort as “a poorly executed exploration 
of an interesting hypothesis.”
 They noted that authors of the 2015 paper “argue that it is feasible to 
provide ‘low-cost solutions to the grid reliability problem with 100% penetra-
tion of WWS [wind, water, and solar power] across all energy sectors in the 
continental United States between 2050 and 2055,’ with only electricity and 
hydrogen as energy carriers.”
 They identified “significant shortcomings” in the earlier paper, saying it 
“used invalid modeling tools, contained modeling errors, and made implau-
sible and inadequately supported assumptions such as “a cost of capital 
that is one-third to one-half lower than that used in practice in the real 
world” and “widespread use of hydrogen to fuel airplanes, rail, shipping, 
and most energy-intensive industrial processes.”
 Claims that 100 percent renewable energy is achievable within a few 
decades and at low cost, the authors said, are “not supported by adequate 
and realistic analysis and do not provide a reliable guide to whether and at 
what cost such a transition might be achieved.”
 “In contrast,” they wrote, “the weight of the evidence suggests that a 
broad portfolio of energy options will help facilitate an affordable transition 
to a near-zero emission energy system.”
 With varying degrees of sincerity, policymakers have long said they 
support an “all of the above” strategy to provide affordable, reliable energy 
while reducing emissions. That seems to be what’s described in the newest 
findings from the National Academies.  

Judge’s retirement unlikely to affect court balance

 Provided President Trump follows 
through on his stated intent to place 
conservative, originalist judges on the 
federal bench, the successor to Judge 
Janice Rogers Brown is unlikely to 
alter the philosophical makeup of the 
nation’s second most influential court.
 Last week, Brown made it known 
that she’ll step down from the U.S. 

Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit as of August 31. The 
D.C. Circuit is the automatic venue for 
many challenges to federal regulatory 
actions and often the last stop before 
Supreme Court consideration of a 
case—if petitioners can persuade the 
high court to review a decision by 
the circuit that’s a frequent source of 
eventual Supreme Court justices. 
 Recognizing the circuit’s role in 
regulatory controversies and that it 
leaned conservative, the Obama ad-
ministration teamed with then-Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid to confirm 

four nominees in what was the first 
use of the so-called “nuclear option” 
to thwart filibusters of judicial ap-
pointments. Of the court’s 11 currently 
active judges, seven were appointed 
by Democratic presidents and four 
by Republicans. (Another six are on 
senior status and hear limited numbers 
of cases.) 
 The first African American to serve 
on the California Supreme Court, Brown 
was nominated for the D.C. Circuit by 
President George W. Bush and con-
firmed in 2005. She was not expected                                                                                                                  
to take senior status. Two weeks after multi-year delays 

and multi-billion-dollar cost overruns 
caused Mississippi Power and its par-
ent Southern Company to abandon the 
nation’s biggest carbon capture and 
sequestration (CCS) project, 25 U.S. 
senators Thursday introduced legis-
lation more than doubling existing 
federal tax credits for applying CCS 
technology.   
 The “Furthering Carbon Capture, 
Utilization, Technology, Underground 
Storage, and Reduced Emissions Act,’’ 
or “FUTURE Act,’’ would boost an 
existing $20 tax credit to $50 per ton 
of carbon dioxide captured and stored 
underground, and would increase a 
$10 credit to $35 for each ton of CO2 

used in enhanced oil recovery. 
 Similar legislation, also with 
bipartisan sponsorship, failed in the 
Senate last year.

Higher CCS 

subsidies proposed


