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Cable failure receives state disaster declaration
 Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker 
last Friday issued a disaster declara-
tion requested by Washington Island 
Electric Cooperative, directing state 
agencies to assist with ongoing repair 
and mitigation activities arising from 
damage to an underwater power cable 
that left the roughly 1,000 members 
of the state’s smallest electric co-op 
dependent on backup generation for 
nearly two weeks.
 Walker’s action could potentially 
open up access to state or federal as-
sistance for repair and replacement of 
the submarine power cable put out of 
commission by damage from a Lake 
Michigan “ice shove” this spring.

 Co-op Manager Robert Cornell 
told Condenser this week examina-
tion of a 40-foot section of cable 
removed during splicing operations 
at the end of June revealed apparent 
ice damage along its entire length. He 
added that the condition of the sec-
tion brought to the surface as well as 
inspection by divers confirmed that 
the cable had been subject to ice dam-
age repeatedly and in multiple years.  
 Walker’s executive order, issued 
last Friday morning, proclaims that 
a state of emergency exists in Door 
County and on Washington Island and 
directs all state agencies to assist in the 
recovery. It noted that the cooperative 
turned to diesel backup generators as 

a “temporary solution”—in practice, 
an initial temporary solution.
 Splicing the damaged cable was a 
second temporary step. Replacement 
with a new cable is considered neces-
sary to ensure reliability and that stage 
of the operation may be completed 
this fall, Cornell said Tuesday.
 The cooperative was working 
with the Department of Natural Re-
sources, the Army Corps of Engineers, 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
on permitting for the replacement 
cable to cross Plum Island, midway 
between the tip of the Door Peninsula 
and Washington Island, a route where 
ice shoves have not historically pre-
sented problems, Cornell said.

Feuerhelm services held
 A Mass of Christian Burial was 
conducted Monday at Ellsworth for 
Lonnie Feuerhelm, who was elected 
last year to a third term as a director 
of Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services. 
Feuerhelm died suddenly Wednesday, 
July 11, at age 68. 
 An Iowa native, Feuerhelm was 
a graduate of Ellsworth High School 
and the University of Wisconsin-River 
Falls, where he earned a degree in ac-
counting. 
 He was first elected to the coopera-
tive board in 2011, succeeding Myrna 
Larrabee, who reached her term limit. 
Feuerhelm was elected secretary-
treasurer of the board in 2014 and 
continued to hold the position until 
the time of his death. In addition to his 
service to the cooperative, he was ac-
tive with the Hunger Prevention Coun-
cil of Pierce County and the Ellsworth 
Community School Foundation. 
 He is survived by Margaret (“Peg”), 
his wife of 48 years, his mother, five 
adult children, nine grandchildren, 
nine siblings, and numerous other 
relatives and friends. Condolences 
may be addressed to Peg Feuerhelm 
at W5479 570th Avenue, Ellsworth, 
WI 54011-5121.

Price Electric on the move
 As of this coming Monday, July 23, Price Electric Cooperative will be 
operating from its newly completed headquarters facility.
 The new address is W6803 Springs Drive at Phillips, located just 
east of Highway 13 and just south of town. All correspondence can be 
addressed to Price Electric Cooperative, P.O. Box 110, Phillips, WI 54555-
0110. All telephone and email contact information is unchanged.
	 Co-op	offices	were	to	be	closed	yesterday	and	today	as	staff	vacates	
the old 1951 headquarters in the City of Phillips and prepares to be open 
for business Monday. Groundbreaking for the new headquarters took place 
last August. 

House vote rips carbon tax

 The current Republican congres-
sional majority launched a pre-emp-
tive strike against a campaign by the 
GOP old guard Wednesday afternoon, 
adopting a resolution condemning an 
anticipated carbon tax proposal as a 
detriment to the U.S. economy.
 The resolution (House Concurrent 
Resolution 119) was seen as a barometer 
of the prospects for a nationwide carbon 
tax bill likely to be introduced as soon 
as next week by Rep. Carlos Curbelo 
(R-FL). Observers this week said the 
tax has little or no chance of passage.
 Curbelo’s bill aims at advancing 

a tax plan touted by ex-GOP leaders 
including former Secretary of State 
James Baker and Treasury Secretary 
Hank Paulson as the public faces of a 
campaign bankrolled by Exelon Corp., 
First Solar, and the American Wind 
Energy Association. It would impose 
a tax on carbon dioxide emissions and, 
proponents claim, redistribute the 
proceeds across the U.S. population 
labeled as “carbon dividends.” 
 Wednesday’s resolution, authored 
by Majority Whip Steve Scalise (R-LA), 
rejected the “dividend” concept, say-
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ing the proposed tax “will increase 
energy prices, including the price of 
gasoline, electricity, natural gas, and 
home heating oil,” forcing consumers 
to pay more for essential purchases. 
 The resolution referred to a 2016 
Energy Information Administration 
report saying fossil fuels accounted 
for 81 percent of total U.S. energy con-
sumption and that a carbon tax would 
thus “increase the cost of every good 
manufactured in the United States.”
 The resolution was adopted on a 
near-party line roll call of 229–183. 
Wisconsin’s delegation split along 
straight party lines, Republicans 
backing the resolution and Democrats 
opposing it.
 Carbon tax proponents have pro-
moted their idea as a “free market” 
response to carbon dioxide emissions 
since at least a year and a half ago, 
when Baker paid a visit to the White 
House in hopes of getting the Trump 
administration on board.
 Exelon’s role is the latest move in 
its longstanding strategy of seeking to 
disadvantage competing electricity 

producers by increasing their costs. As 
far back as the late 1990s, the parent 
company of Chicago’s Commonwealth 
Edison bought up other utilities’ 
nuclear plants, assembling the nation’s 
largest nuclear fleet in expectations of 
cap-and-trade legislation that would 
render fossil-based power producers 
unable to compete with emissions-free 
nuclear. 
 But nationwide cap-and-trade 
failed to gather momentum in Con-
gress, the effort to impose it through 
the Clean Power Plan was blocked 
by the Supreme Court, natural gas 
prices have plummeted, and Exelon 
has leveraged state governments to 
legislate ratepayer-funded subsidies to 
backstop the nuclear operations it says 
are unable to compete economically.
 A Bloomberg report Thursday 
noted that a near-identical resolution 
condemning the idea of a carbon tax 
passed the House two years ago. Last 
month, another Bloomberg report 
said Exelon has contributed a million 
dollars to finance the current pro-tax 
campaign. 

After lengthy litigation, industry says keep mercury rule

 The energy industry battled the 
Obama administration’s mercury 
and air toxics (MATS) rule for exist-
ing power plants all the way to the 
Supreme Court, but with the Trump 
administration now undecided about 
revising the regulation, power produc-
ers and their allied organizations are 
saying it should be left alone.
 The National Rural Electric Coop-
erative Association, American Public 
Power Association, Edison Electric 
Institute, and others last week put in 
writing to the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) a request to keep the 
MATS Rule “in place and effective.”
 The stated rationale was the 
groups’ interest in regulatory certainty.
 The rule took effect in 2012 and 
has been cited as a factor in many 
power plant retirements. For plants 
that operators chose not to retire, costs 
to bring their emissions into compli-
ance have exceeded $18 billion, the 
organizations told the EPA.
 Those costs were at the heart of 
a 2015 U.S. Supreme Court decision 
that the MATS Rule was implemented 
unlawfully because the EPA did not 
consider them in concluding that 
the regulation was “appropriate and 
necessary.” Then-EPA Administrator 
Gina McCarthy famously reacted days 
later by telling a forum sponsored 
by the Christian Science Monitor 
the Court’s finding that the rule was 
enacted illegally didn’t matter to her 
agency because the issue took so long 
to resolve, “the majority of the power 
plants have already decided and 
invested in their path to achieving 
compliance.”
 In response to the 2015 decision, 
the agency produced a document 
saying the benefits of the MATS Rule 
far outweigh its costs, but only a small 
share of the claimed benefits were 
attributed to controlling emissions 

of mercury and the other targeted 
pollutants.  
 The EPA designated the bulk of 
the claimed benefits as “co-benefits” 
resulting from capture of non-mercury 
pollutants already covered by other 
regulations.  One direct benefit of the 
rule’s reduction of mercury exposure, 
the agency claimed in its Regulatory 

Impact Analysis, would be to spare 
U.S. children on average the loss of 
0.00209 (two one-thousandths of one) 
I.Q. point.   
 A report last week from Law 360 
said the EPA expects to issue findings 
later this year from a mandatory review 
to determine whether the MATS Rule’s 
standards need to be updated. 

Management shakeup at Puerto Rico utility
 The Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority (PREPA) got its third CEO in 
less than a week Wednesday, as Governor Ricardo Rossello appointed a 
former board chairman to the post. Jose Ortiz is an electrical engineer with 
prior experience at Puerto Rico’s water and electric utilities. 
 His immediate predecessor resigned under pressure from Rossello 
one	day	after	being	appointed	to	the	job,	when	controversy	flared	over	the	
$750,000 salary he was to receive for heading the bankrupt utility. PREPA 
is carrying $9 billion in debt. Five of the seven incumbent directors also 
resigned, complaining that PREPA was being politicized as it undergoes a 
contentious privatization and restructuring. Rossello enhanced his power 
over the utility by appointing two new directors to newly vacant seats. 
	 Ortiz	is	to	receive	a	$250,000	salary.	He	is	PREPA’s	fifth	CEO	in	17	
months.
 As of midweek, approximately 1,000 PREPA customers who lost elec-
tric service in last September’s hurricane were still waiting for their power 
to be restored.   


