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ACE Award winner Koeller passes
 Gerald Koeller, who served 32 
years in two separate stints as a direc-
tor of southwest Wisconsin electric 
cooperatives, died Monday morning 
at a care facility in Cuba City. He was 
90. 
 Born in 1927 on the family farm 
at Potosi, Koeller served several years 
as a Grant Electric Cooperative district 
committeeman representing Potosi 
Township before running for a board 
seat in 1973. He served until 1978, 
stepping down because of family com-

mitments, but returned to the board 
five years later when he accepted an 
appointment to fill a vacancy.
 The following year, 1984, Koeller 
again ran for the board in his own 
right, was elected, and served until 
2010. During his service he saw the 
cooperative through two mergers. 
In 1989 Grant Electric and Lafayette 
Electric joined to form Grant-Lafayette 
Electric Cooperative. Ten years later, 
Grant-Lafayette merged with Crawford 
Electric Cooperative to form Scenic 
Rivers Energy Cooperative.
 In 1984, Koeller was chosen to rep-
resent Grant Electric on the Dairyland 
Power Cooperative board and served 
26 years as a Dairyland director until 
he retired from the Scenic Rivers board 
in 2010. He was elected Dairyland’s 
board president in 1995, became chair-
man when the title changed in 1997, 
and retained the post until reaching 
his term limit.  
 In 2001, Koeller was presented the 
ACE (Ally of Cooperative Electrifica-
tion) Award, the highest honor given 
by the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative 
Association to recognize distinguished 
service to the co-op movement.
 He also served on his local school 
board, parish council, town board, and 
the AMPI Milk Marketing Board.

Elections send new director to WECA board
 David Hischke, chairman of the Oconto Electric Cooperative board of 
directors, will be the newest member of the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative 
Association board when the governing lineup for 2017–18 is seated at the 
annual meeting in Stevens Point this November.
 Hischke’s was the only contested election held during this week’s dis-
trict meetings at Arcadia, Barron, and Greenwood. Pierce Pepin Cooperative 
Services CEO Larry Dokkestul was re-elected without opposition in District 
2 as was East Central Energy Director Dianne Zimmerman in District 3.  
 The District 1 seat vacated by Central Wisconsin Electric Cooperative 
Director Elaine Eckendorf—who reached her term limit on the statewide 
board—attracted three nominees including Adams-Columbia Vice-Chairman 
Lawrence Becker and Clark Electric Secretary-Treasurer Charles Lindner in 
addition to Hischke. Becker currently holds an ex-officio seat on the WECA 
board through his position as National Rural Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion director for Wisconsin.  

Two dozen family members were on hand 
to see Gerald Koeller (left) receive the ACE 
Award from then-WECA Board President 
Robert Kretzschmar at a March 2001 
awards banquet in Madison. Koeller learned 
he’d been selected for the honor only an 
hour before the presentation.

Website launching 
this week
 The new and redesigned version 
of the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative 
Association’s website was set to go live 
by the end of this week, with loading of 
pages scheduled to begin Wednesday 
afternoon.  
 WECA has been advised that the 
loading process can be expected to 
take several—and potentially as many 
as 72—hours to complete. Until that 
is completed, attempts to access the 
website may find only a notice that it is 
unavailable or “under construction.” 
However, expectations were that the 
process would be finished by Friday 
if not earlier.
 Since the transition may involve a 
few minor disruptions, those who re-
ceive Condenser only via email should 
be on the lookout for the newsletter 
and notify Wendy Fassbind at (608) 
467-4589 for assistance if it fails to 
appear in a timely manner.   

ROPE deployed after 
Wednesday storms
 Severe weather that brought 
high winds, heavy rains, and local 
flooding in southwest Wisconsin 
resulted in two electric coopera-
tives invoking ROPE (Restoration of 
Power in an Emergency) assistance 
Thursday.
 One Jackson Electric Coop-
erative line crew was assisting with 
repairs in the Richland Electric 
service area. Two Adams-Columbia 
line crews were helping with Vernon 
Electric Co-op’s restoration efforts.
 At press time, Scenic Rivers 
Energy Cooperative had also re-
quested ROPE assistance and was 
anticipating help from both Adams-
Columbia and Jackson Electric.
 Most of the problems were 
attributed to straight-line thunder-
storm winds and high water.
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 Koeller was preceded in death 
by Kathleen, his wife of 67 years. He 
is survived by 11 children, 18 grand-
children, 25 great grandchildren and 
numerous other relatives. 
 A Mass of Christian Burial was to 
be conducted at 11:00 this morning at 
St. Andrew’s Catholic Church in Ten-
nyson, with visitation one hour prior 
to the service.     

 Electric cooperatives strongly 
outpoint other electricity providers 
in a nationwide customer satisfaction 
survey released last Wednesday.
 The J.D. Power 2017 Electric Util-
ity Residential Customer Satisfaction 
Survey revealed overall satisfaction 
with electricity providers averaging 
719 points on a 1,000-point scale. The 
average across the co-op sector was 30 
points higher, at 749.
 The survey separately covered 
large and midsized utilities (serving 
more than or less than a half-million 
customers) in four regions (East, Mid-
west, South, and West) and co-ops 
nationwide without a regional break-
down. In no size category or region 
did satisfaction with other utility types 
match the nationwide co-op average.
 Topping individual non-co-op 
utilities serving Wisconsin were Xcel 
Energy and Wisconsin Public Service, 
tied at 723 points. WE Energies scored 
at the nationwide average of 719, fol-
lowed by Madison Gas and Electric 
at 715 and Alliant Energy at 704. No 
cooperative serving Wisconsin was 
broken out individually in the scoring. 
 Power’s announcement of the sur-
vey results said the nationwide average 
score was 39 points higher than a year 
earlier and credited stronger consumer 
contentment with prices and improved 
communication of outage information 
as main drivers of greater satisfaction.
 The survey measures customer 
satisfaction with electric utility com-
panies by examining six factors: power 
quality and reliability, price, billing 
and payment, corporate citizenship, 
communications, and customer ser-
vice. The results are based on more 
than 99,000 online interviews con-
ducted from July 2016 through May 
2017. 

EPA’s Pruitt wants televised climate debate
 Running head-on against assertions that the causes and severity of 
global warming are settled questions, Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator Scott Pruitt last week called for televised debates in which 
climate scientists would grapple over those issues.
 “There are lots of questions that have not been asked and answered 
(about climate change),” Pruitt told Reuters News Service in an interview 
last Monday, adding, “Who better to do that than a group of scientists... 
getting together and having a robust discussion for all the world to see?”
 Reuters further quoted Pruitt saying he thought Americans “would 
be very interested in consuming that. I think they deserve it,” explaining 
he sees the key issue as “a question about how much we contribute to it. 
How do we measure that with precision? And by the way, are we on an 
unsustainable path? And is it causing an existential threat?” 
 The article noted Pruitt raising the point that without nationwide man-
dates, U.S. carbon dioxide emissions have dropped to a lower level than 
at any point in nearly a quarter-century, largely because of the ongoing 
shift to natural gas from coal in electricity generation. 
 According to Reuters, Pruitt directly challenged claims from advo-
cates of climate regulation saying nothing is left to debate: “If you’re go-
ing to win and if you’re so certain about it, come and do your deal. They 
shouldn’t be scared of the debate and discussion,” he said.

Co-ops dominate 
satisfaction 

Federal judge blesses Illinois nuke subsidies
 The first substantive encounter 
in what could be years of litigation 
produced a win last week for Chicago-
based Exelon Corp. and its Com-
monwealth Edison nuclear plants, 
beneficiaries of legislated surcharges 
to make them economically viable in 
competition with inexpensive natural 
gas and mandated renewables.
 Federal District Judge Manish 
Shah dismissed a challenge by the 
Electric Power Supply Association 
and merchant generators who argued 
that the subsidies violate the U.S. Con-
stitution’s commerce clause and usurp 
the authority of the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) in 
overseeing wholesale power markets.      
 The second round isn’t far off. The 
association and individual petitioners 
including Dynegy, NRG Energy, and 
Calpine immediately appealed to the 
U.S. 7th Circuit Court of Appeals, and 
the appellate court said it would set 
an expedited briefing schedule.
 In his dismissal, Judge Shah said 
the plaintiffs can seek relief through 
the FERC if they believe the subsidies 
improperly skew wholesale markets.
 “FERC can take corrective actions 
to ensure that wholesale rates and 
practices remain just and reasonable; 
and parties that disagree with FERC’s 
decision can seek review in the circuit 
courts,” he wrote. 

 Subsidies tailored to preserve 
nuclear plants as essential, zero-
emissions generation assets have been 
enacted by New York as well as Illinois 
lawmakers, and the New York law is 
also being challenged. 
 Before enactment of the “Zero 
Emission Credits” last year, Com Ed 
announced it would shut down its 
Clinton and Quad Cities plants well 
ahead of their scheduled license expi-
rations, at the cost of more than 4,000 
jobs in addition to the lost generation 
capacity. 
 Between them, according to Com 
Ed, the two plants had run up losses 
exceeding $800 million over the prior 
six years. The ratepayer subsidies will 
deliver an estimated $235 million an-
nually to the utility over the coming 
decade.  
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