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Wisconsin woman captures top NRECA scholarship
 Tessa Otto of Kennan, Wisconsin, 
is the winner of the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association’s 
(NRECA) 2017 Glenn English Scholar-
ship, an award available to qualifying 
college students through the Glenn 
English National Cooperative Leader-
ship Fund. 
 Otto’s family is served by Price 
Electric Cooperative, which sponsored 
her for the Wisconsin Electric Coop-
erative Association (WECA) Youth 
Leadership Congress in 2013. That 
experience led to additional involve-
ment in WECA and NRECA youth 
programs, including the Youth Tour 
to Washington, D.C. Eligibility for the 
English scholarship requires Youth 
Tour participation.
 Her award is $10,000.  Four other 
finalists in the competition received 
$1,000 awards.

2017 Glenn English Scholarship winner Tessa Otto is seen here in a video presentation 
that was part of her scholarship application; on campus at the University of Wiscon-
sin–Oshkosh; and at work as Wisconsin’s Youth Leadership Council representative 
during the 2015 NRECA annual meeting. Otto’s full video presentation as entered in 
the scholarship competition can be viewed at www.weca.coop.

District meetings, 
elections draw near
 Three district meetings and 
elections for Wisconsin Electric 
Cooperative Association (WECA) 
board seats will be held the week 
after next.
 Incumbents Larry Dokkestul 
and Dianne Zimmerman are eligible 
for re-election in Districts 2 and 3, 
respectively. In District 1, Elaine 
Eckendorf will reach her term 
limit, creating an open seat. Under 
WECA bylaws, nominations must 
now be made from the meeting floor.
 All three meetings begin with 
registration at 9:30 a.m. and call 
to order at 10 a.m. District 2 meets 
Monday, July 17, at Riverland 
Energy’s Arcadia headquarters. 
District 3 meets Tuesday, the 18th, 
at Barron Electric in Barron. District 
1 meets Wednesday, July 19, at 
the Clark Electric headquarters in 
Greenwood.

House committee advances Yucca revival
 Members of the House Energy and Commerce Committee voted 49–4 last 
Wednesday to endorse legislation affirming the mothballed Yucca Mountain 
facility in Nevada as the nation’s permanent repository for high-level radio-
active waste and spent nuclear power plant fuel.   
 The bill also authorizes development of interim storage for the materials 
in Texas or New Mexico while awaiting completion of the permanent site. 
Applications to build interim storage facilities are pending in both states.
 Committee Chairman Greg Walden (R-OR) noted that the federal gov-
ernment had “dropped the ball” on its statutory commitment to provide 
permanent storage for power plant waste, with the result that “spent nuclear 
fuel sits idle in 121 communities and 39 states across the country, creating 
significant potential environmental concerns.”
 Americans, he said, have paid more than $40 billion to create safe, per-
manent storage and have no facility to show for it.   
 In a July 1 commentary for The Bulletin (Bend, Oregon), Walden wrote 
that the bill advanced last week “reinstates Yucca Mountain as the corner-
stone of our nuclear waste disposal while allowing private interim storage 
projects to move forward for the first time.”
 The Trump administration budget proposal for the coming fiscal year 
includes $120 million to restart licensing activities for the Yucca Mountain 
site, which will be 20 years late for its mandatory opening date as of next 
February 1.   

 Price Electric President and CEO 
William L. Caynor Sr. said he was 
“very excited that Tessa, a member of 
our cooperative family, has won this 
prestigious award,” adding, “It’s very 
gratifying to see one of our cooperative 
Youth Tour participants continue to 
distinguish herself in such a meaning-
ful way.”
 NRECA Board President Phil Car-

son said Otto “demonstrated a sincere 
appreciation for the principles that 
guide electric cooperatives to power 
and empower millions of American 
families and businesses.”
 “I’m looking forward to great 
things in her future,” Carson said.
 Otto was elected to the WECA 
Youth Board during the 2013 Youth 
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Leadership Congress at UW–River 
Falls. The following year she took part 
in the NRECA Youth Tour, represented 
Wisconsin on the NRECA Youth 
Leadership Council in 2014 and 2015, 
returned for the 2016 Youth Your and 
Youth Leadership Congress, and has 
assisted with both events again this 
year.
 She attends the University of 
Wisconsin–Oshkosh where she is ma-
joring in business management with a 
marketing emphasis.  
 Otto expressed gratitude to         
NRECA, saying, “As a student com-
pletely paying for college on my own 

I’m always searching for scholarships 
and opportunities to relieve some of 
that post-graduation debt, and I rec-
ognize this scholarship as a way to 
showcase some of my abilities.” 
 She cited the Youth Tour as an 
example of cooperatives practicing 
concern for community and “going 
above and beyond by investing in their 
youth.”
 The scholarship is named for the 
former 10-term Oklahoma congress-
man who served as CEO of the electric 
cooperatives’ national organization 
from 1994 until his retirement in 2013.

Scholarship

Nuke construction on upswing globally
 While nuclear power plants are 
being retired ahead of schedule in the 
United States, it’s a different story glob-
ally, according to an industry report 
published in June.
 Worldwide, nuclear plant con-
struction activity during 2016 reached 
its highest level in 25 years, with a total 
of 9 gigawatts of capacity added. In its 
“World Nuclear Performance Report 
2017,” the London-based World Nu-
clear Association credits “additional 
generation from new reactors coming 
online and continued performance 
improvements from the existing fleet.”
 By the end of last year 448 reactors 
were operational worldwide, for a net 
increase of seven compared with the 
beginning of the year, the report said, 
adding that 10 reactors entered ser-
vice while three closed down. Global 
production of electricity from nuclear 
generation reached 2,476 terawatt-
hours, a 35 terawatt-hour increase over 
the prior year. 
 Moreover, dozens of new plants 

are on the way, the report said, not-
ing that at the end of 2016 there were 
61 new reactors under construction 
worldwide.
 Meanwhile in the United States, 
the report noted, the Tennessee Valley 
Authority’s Watts Bar Unit 2 began ser-
vice as the first new reactor connected 
to the grid in 20 years. 
 At the end of May, Chicago-based 
Exelon revealed plans to retire its 
Three Mile Island plant in Pennsylva-
nia unless it receives taxpayer assis-
tance, swelling the list of announced 
U.S. plant retirements to six in the past 
seven years.
 In addition to Wisconsin’s Ke-
waunee plant, Crystal River (FL) and 
San Onofre (CA) were retired in 2013, 
followed by Vermont Yankee (VT) in 
2014 and Fort Calhoun (NE) last year, 

taking a total of almost 5,000 mega-
watts off line, according to the U.S. 
Energy Information Administration 
(EIA). 
 Six more U.S. plants are scheduled 
for retirement within in the next nine 
years, four of them—Palisades (MI), 
Pilgrim (MA), Oyster Creek (NJ), and 
Three Mile Island—more than 10 
years ahead of their scheduled license 
expirations. 
 Construction of four new reactors 
in Georgia and South Carolina has 
stalled with the recent bankruptcy 
of Westinghouse Corp. and nuclear 
energy’s economic struggles compet-
ing in wholesale power markets with 
low-priced natural gas.
 The EIA notes that 99 reactors are 
currently operational at 60 U.S. plant 
sites.

 Supporters of the economically troubled nuclear industry launched a 
counterattack against a competitor last Wednesday, repeating Japanese en-
vironmental regulators’ warnings about a safe-disposal challenge that will 
grow as photovoltaic solar equipment wears out. 
 Berkeley, California-based Environmental Progress raised the issue of 
comparative energy density, saying its investigation showed solar panels ul-
timately create 300 times more toxic waste per unit of energy produced than 
do nuclear power plants. 
 The study regards both spent nuclear fuel assemblies and worn-out solar 
panels—with their heavy metal content—as toxic waste, assigning a 25-year 
life span to the panels.  
 The study acknowledged that nuclear waste storage is a “much more 
high-profile” issue but maintained that plans for proper disposal of solar 
waste are absent and that “only Europe” requires solar panel makers to col-
lect and dispose of the materials at the end of their useful lives.
 Environmental Progress has a Wisconsin connection: The group’s attor-
ney is Frank Jablonski, founder of Madison’s Progressive Law Group and a 
convert to pro-nuclear advocacy.

Nuclear escalation?
Imperiled industry goes after solar rival

 The U.S. Senate filled the position 
of director of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency by confirming 
Trump administration nominee Brock 
Long in a 95–4 vote June 20.
 Noting the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association’s close work-
ing relationship with the agency, CEO 
Jim Matheson said Long’s “experience 
as the Alabama Emergency Manage-
ment Agency director will be an asset 
to the agency and our communities.”  
 Long also has experience as an 
emergency official in Georgia, but 
comes to the FEMA post from the 
private sector, where he was most 
recently a vice president at Hagerty 
Consulting, an Illinois-based firm 
specializing in disaster recovery. 

New FEMA head 
confirmed


