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New federal money 

for carbon capture

 The Department of Energy (DOE) 
last week announced it has chosen 
three projects for the “development 
and validation of technologies that 
enable safe, cost-effective, and per-
manent geologic storage of carbon 
dioxide,” to be underwritten with a 
total of almost $30 million in taxpayer 
funding.
 Only one of the three projects, 
involving a generation and transmis-
sion cooperative, aims at capture 
and storage of carbon dioxide (CO2) 
emissions created directly by electric 
generation. 
 The other two, according to the 
DOE, involve demonstrating the fea-
sibility of stacked geological storage 
complexes for CO2 captured from 
ethanol production, and an effort to 
establish the feasibility of developing 
a commercial-scale geological storage 
complex for CO2 released in the pro-
duction of ammonia at a repurposed 
Integrated Gasification Combined 
Cycle (IGCC) plant. Potential sites are 
in Indiana, Kansas, and Nebraska.
 The project involving electric 
generation seeks to determine the fea-
sibility of establishing a commercial-
scale geological storage complex in 
Wyoming’s Powder River Basin in the 
immediate vicinity of Basin Electric 
Power Cooperative’s Dry Fork Power 
Station, the DOE said.
 Each of the projects is slated to 
receive between $9.6 and $10.2 mil-
lion in DOE support.

Co-op groups settle, see cooperation ahead 
 Cooperative Network and the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative 
Association (WECA) last Thursday signed off on an agreement resolving 
all issues, including financial obligations, arising from WECA resuming its 
operation as a freestanding, statewide electric group in July 2016. 
 The settlement is expected to save WECA roughly a quarter-million 
dollars, the bulk of which might otherwise have been paid out in rental fees 
for office space the organization no longer occupies.
 A joint statement issued by WECA Board Chair David Paudler and 
CEO Steve Freese, and Cooperative Network Board Chair William Zuhlke 
and CEO Daniel Smith, pledged “a renewed spirit of collaboration and 
partnership.”
 “We are looking ahead with a collaborative focus that is for the benefit 
of all cooperatives and their members in the spirit of mutual cooperation 
and support,” the four said in their statement to member co-ops. “We ask 
you to join us in that spirit and support the work of both organizations.”  

Correction
 In last Friday’s item noting the opening of nominations for the 2018 
ACE Award, two digits were transposed in the telephone number given 
for contacting Wendy Fassbind. The correct number is 608-467-4589. 
Condenser apologizes for any inconvenience. 

Agencies support nuclear subsidies

 Independent generating compa-
nies disputing the legality of subsi-
dizing uneconomic nuclear plants 
were dealt a setback Tuesday, as the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion and Department of Justice jointly 
filed documents saying the commis-
sion (FERC) has adequate authority 
to regulate wholesale power markets, 
subsidies notwithstanding.
 The agencies filed a friend of the 
court brief with the Chicago-based 
Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals, 
which has been asked to overturn a 
district judge’s ruling that the State of 
Illinois can proceed with implement-
ing zero-emissions subsidies approved 
by state lawmakers and aimed at keep-
ing three money-losing Exelon nuclear 
units in operation.
 The subsidies are to be funded by 
a surcharge on the monthly bills of 
consumers served by Illinois electric 
distribution companies.
 The position taken by FERC and 
the Justice Department is likely to 
come into play in additional chal-
lenges from generating companies 
that dislike nuclear subsidies. A New 

York law recently enacted establishes 
zero-emission credits intended to keep 
another three nuclear units on line, 
and a New Jersey subsidy plan signed 
into law this month is also expected 
to face challenges.
 Tuesday’s filing notes there is 
no apparent disagreement that the 
Illinois law awards zero-emission 
credits based on a unit’s power output 
with no prerequisite that a subsidized 
plant clear or even participate in 
the wholesale power auctions run 
by FERC-jurisdictional regional grid 
operators.
 Some observers suggested the brief 
reduces the likelihood of a Supreme 
Court appeal if the plaintiff generators 
lose at the appellate court level.



Job market
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IT Systems Administrator—Scenic Rivers Energy Cooperative (SREC) is 
seeking a qualified IT Systems Administrator who will be responsible for the sys-
tem administration of the co-op’s IT infrastructure and applications. This includes 
Windows Active Directory Domain, network equipment and firewalls, worksta-
tions, desktop applications, and cybersecurity. Position responsibilities include 
performing installations, configurations, upgrade tasks, and hardware trouble-
shooting. A bachelor’s degree in a related field with 3-5 years’ experience is 
preferred. SREC offers a competitive salary commensurate with experience and 
qualifications and an excellent benefits program. SREC is headquartered in Lan-
caster, Wisconsin, with offices in Gays Mills and Darlington. To apply, submit a 
cover letter, resumé, references (3 professional, 2 personal) and a SREC appli-
cation found on www.sre.coop under “Careers” and send it by email to hpierce@
srec.net. Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. EOE/M/F
President and CEO—Itasca-Mantrap Cooperative Electrical Association seeks 
applicants to succeed president and chief executive officer retiring in Janu-
ary 2019. Candidates should have strong financial management experience, 
personnel and member relationship management, internal process manage-
ment, innovation and technology skills. Bachelor’s degree in business, finance, 
engineering or related field and at least five years in a management leadership 
role preferred. Electric utility experience preferred. Must have strong negotiation 
skills, even temperament, foster economic development, and be people-orient-
ed. An electric distribution cooperative headquartered in Park Rapids, Minneso-
ta, Itasca-Mantrap provides electrical and related services to more than 10,000 
members in Hubbard, Becker, Cass, Clearwater, and Wadena Counties. For 
more information visit www.itasca-mantrap.com. To apply, mail, fax, or e-mail re-
sume with salary requirements by June 22, 2018, to:  Cindy Schue, Great River 
Energy, 12300 Elm Creek Boulevard, Maple Grove, MN  55369-4718. Fax: 763-
445-6531. Cschue@grenergy.com. An EEO/AA Employer. No agencies please.

Commentary
The city in the bay?
 It’s tempting to wonder if lawyers 
for San Francisco and seven neighbor-
ing municipalities knew what they 
were getting into by suing in federal 
court over damages their clients say 
they’ll surely suffer at the hands of 
Chevron and other fossil fuel produc-
ers, sometime this century.
 Judge William Alsup, a Bill Clin-
ton nominee, gave counsel for both 
sides until today to file 10-page legal 
analyses weighing the costs and ben-
efits of fossil energy since serious oil 
production started in Pennsylvania 
158 years ago. 
 Guessing a case’s outcome based 
on questions from the bench is often 
a mistake, but hats off to Judge Alsup 
for opening the door to thoughts that 
have become career-enders in climate 
science. Sometimes tenure helps, but 
not as much as a lifetime judicial 
appointment.        
 With unquestioning assertions of 
more frequent and damaging weather 
events now standard media boilerplate, 
preserving the thin lifeline to reality 
depends on underpublicized data that 
shows nothing very unusual going on. 
 The same agencies proclaiming 
climate mayhem on pretty much a 
weekly basis also maintain detailed 
observational records you have to go 
looking for. When you find them they 
reveal that the predicted horrors sim-
ply aren’t happening with a frequency 
suggesting meaningful departure from 
historical norms.
 Hurricanes? We’re warned that 
unless we mend our ways (or better 
yet, pay a hefty carbon tax in exchange 
for continuing sinfulness), our coasts 
will endure accelerating destruction. 
But according to the UN’s Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC), there’s no trend, up or down, 
in tropical cyclone frequency from 
1970 through 2017.  

 That’s only 47 years, but the IPCC’s 
most recent global climate assessment 
(AR5) says “Current datasets indicate 
no significant observed trends in 
global tropical cyclone frequency over 
the past century.”
 Floods? AR5 says “There con-
tinues to be a lack of evidence and 
thus low confidence regarding the 
sign of trend in the magnitude and/or 
frequency of floods on a global scale.” 
Translation: they can’t tell if there’s 
more flooding or less. The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency re-
ports no long-term trend in flood events 
dating back to 1978, about the time 
we exited the chilly years that stoked 
media warnings of a new ice age.
 Drought?  AR5 says “We conclude 
consistent with SREX [an IPCC special 
report on extreme weather events] that 
there is low confidence in detection 
and attribution of changes in drought 
over global land areas since the mid-
20th century.” In 2016 the Obama-
administration EPA reported no trend 
in drought conditions for the lower 48 
states since 1895. 
 2011 was a deadly year for tor-
nadoes in the U.S. but AR5 reported 
“low confidence in observed trends in 
small spatial-scale phenomena such 
as tornadoes and hail.”  National Oce-

anic and Atmospheric Administration 
records show no trend in tornado 
frequency—possibly an insignificant 
downward slope—since 1954, despite 
vastly improved storm detection.
 Supposedly San Francisco’s worry 
is sea-level rise ruining city infrastruc-
ture by mid-century. In December the 
journal Earth Systems and Environ-
ment published a paper showing sea 
level at San Francisco rising on average 
1.9 millimeters annually since 1900. If 
that doesn’t stop, the Bay will be seven 
inches higher by 2118.
 Ironically, a principle of federal 
jurisprudence called “Chevron def-
erence,” after the case in which it 
originated, says findings from “expert 
agencies” are presumably correct—
something that might help Chevron’s 
defense should it choose to invoke 
IPCC, EPA, NOAA, or other records 
available to anyone who reads beyond 
the headlines.   
 A polite name for what’s going on 
here is “entrepreneurial litigation.”  In 
February, Forbes reported that plaintiff 
Oakland would pay 23.5 percent of 
any award to private lawyers and the   
lawyers can’t be blamed for thinking 
it could work. But that’s the risk an 
entrepreneur takes: What if all those 
elephants don’t stay under the rug?   


