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NSR pulled from rule rewrite?

 The Trump administration’s ef-
fort to rewrite the Obama-era Clean 
Power Plan was intended to include 
substantial revision of pre-existing 
New Source Review (NSR) require-
ments for power plant modifications, 
but Greenwire this week quotes mul-
tiple sources saying they expect NSR 
to be set aside at least until late this 
year.
 The Clean Power Plan’s (CPP) 
replacement, dubbed the Affordable 
Clean Energy (ACE) rule by the ad-
ministration, is planned for release 
in final form by the end of June.
 It differs from the CPP mainly in 
that it seeks to reduce carbon dioxide 
emissions through improving power 
plant thermal efficiency—achieving 
lower emissions per unit of electricity 
produced—rather than by prescribing 
fuel choices by setting emission lim-
its disfavored generation types can’t 
meet. 

 The ACE rule’s approach would 
appear to be consistent with the objec-
tive of reduced “emission intensity” 
favored by supporters of revising NSR, 
which was firmly in place at the En-
vironmental Protection Agency long 
before the Obama administration. 
 As reinforced through judicial 
rulings, NSR subjects significant 
power plant upgrades to federal per-
mitting requirements as though an 
entirely new plant were proposed. 
Environmental interests typically 
argue that the upgrades mean more 
pollutant emissions; supporters of 
revising the regulation typically argue 
that as currently applied, NSR deters 
modifications that would allow more 
generation with fewer emissions.   
 Monday’s Greenwire report 
quoted sources on both sides of the 
question saying they expected NSR 
revision to be wrapped into a new 
rulemaking this fall.  

 The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, scheduled to approve or withhold 
endangered species designation of the monarch butterfly by the end of this 
month, has announced it’s pushing back the decision almost to the end of 
next year.
 The agency (FWS) indicated at the end of May that it will use the ad-
ditional time to more clearly interpret recent swings in monarch numbers. 
The eastern population saw a major rebound last year while western num-
bers continued to plummet. The overall trend has been sharply downward 
compared with the mid-1990s.   
 The Center for Biological Diversity and Center for Food Safety went 
to court in 2014 to compel the FWS to consider listing the monarch as 
endangered.  

Monarch butterfly listing delayed

China tensions 
prompt recycling 
opportunity
 Much of the ash produced by 
the remaining U.S. coal-fired gen-
eration fleet is recycled in applica-
tions like stronger, less-expensive 
concrete for highway construction. 
Now, says a report last week in The 
Washington Examiner, concerns 
about relations with China might 
push the percentages even higher.  
 The Senate Armed Services 
Committee has placed funds in the 
2020 defense budget authorizing 
higher Pentagon spending on de-
velopment of rare earth elements 
from coal ash. China produces 
almost three-fourths of the world’s 
rare earths used in electronic de-
vices, modern weapons systems, 
and renewable energy hardware, 
and amid disputes with the United 
States over trade policies and its 
ambitions for regional dominance, 
has threatened to tighten supplies.
 The Examiner cited academic 
researchers pegging U.S. coal-ash 
production at almost 80 million tons 
annually from which rare earths 
could be obtained but at undeter-
mined cost. China dominates the 
market by subsidizing production 
and tolerating the environmental 
downsides, the Examiner said. 

 A failed nuclear generation proj-
ect will add even more costs for the 
utilities that walked away from it two 
years ago after running up $9 billion in 
expenses: South Carolina Electric and 
Gas (SCE&G) ratepayers will share in 
a $146 million class action settlement.
 SCE&G and its parent company 
SCANA Corp., since acquired by 

Nuclear fiasco generates no power, but a fat settlement
Virginia’s Dominion Energy, were 
sued over their actions in recovering 
expenses from consumers during 
construction of two new units at the 
existing Virgil C. Summer nuclear 
plant. The companies dropped the 
expansion project in 2017 without 
completing either unit.
 The settlement was finalized 

Tuesday. However the proceeds are 
divided among utility consumers, 
the verdict means a major payday for 
lawyers. Columbia, South Carolina’s 
WSOC-TV reported the attorneys who 
argued the case will collect $51 mil-
lion and an additional $900,000 for 
expenses. Thirteen different law firms 
participated in the case, WSOC said.
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ANNUAL MEETING ROUNDUP

Washington Island 
Electric
 More than a hundred were in at-
tendance June 1 for Washington Island 
Electric Cooperative’s 74th annual 
meeting. Members marked the pass-
ing of one long-serving co-op director 
and the retirement of another from his 
position on the seven-member board.
 Manager Robert Cornell noted the 
death in February at age 92 of former 
director Jake Ellefson, who retired from 
the board in 2004 after 25 years’ service.  
 Another longtime director, Mack 

Dairyland Power
 Some 600 co-op leaders and guests 
attended Dairyland Power Coopera-
tive’s 78th annual meeting Wednesday, 
June 5, at the La Crosse Center. 
 The theme was “Energy for the 
Long Run,” emphasizing Dairyland’s 
commitment to safe, sustainable, and 
strategic business decisions to benefit 
member co-ops and communities. 
 President and CEO Barbara Nick 
spoke about Dairyland’s power sup-
ply planning. “To be sustainable, we 
embrace change. Change is simply the 
result of what is happening in the world 
around us,” she said. “Dairyland’s glide 
path to the future is based on informed, 
holistic, sustainable policy to ensure a 
prudent and reliable asset mix.”
 She emphasized Dairyland’s focus 
on reducing economy-wide carbon 
emissions. “Our initiatives to foster ben-
eficial electrification, combined with 
our progressive investments in solar and 
wind, bear witness to this evolution.”
 At the same time, a diversi-
fied generation mix is essential for 
Dairyland’s obligation of power reli-
ability. “Reliability is our promise to 
provide consumers with light, heat 
and power—especially in situations 
where a lapse in reliability can be life 
threatening,” said Nick.

Polk-Burnett Electric
 Polk-Burnett Electric Cooperative 
hosted its 81st Annual Meeting and 
Member Appreciation Open House 
Friday, June 7, at the Centuria head-
quarters. More than 650 members and 
guests enjoyed bucket truck rides, 
electricity experiments, face painting, 
selfies with Solar Sam and linemen’s 
gear, and refreshments from local food 
trucks. 
 General Manager Steve Stroshane 
and Board President Ed Gullickson 
reported Polk-Burnett continues to 
deliver reliable power with efficiency 
and extraordinary service to more than 
20,000 members. 
 Gullickson said Polk-Burnett 
demonstrated the cooperative differ-
ence with $57,500 in scholarships 
to the Class of 2019 and $57,000 in 
Operation Round Up grants to 72 local 
nonprofits in 2018.  Co-op employees 
performed 680 hours of community 
service last year.
 Polk-Burnett is also increasing 
renewables for co-op members. “Each 
year, Polk-Burnett’s power provider, 
Dairyland Power Cooperative, adds 
more solar and wind to reduce carbon 

Gunnlaugsson, did not seek re-elec-
tion after serving for 20 years; he had 
first been elected to the board in 1999 
and held the position of vice president 
at the time of his retirement.
 Steve Fisco was elected to succeed 
Gunnlaugsson. All other incumbent 
directors were re-elected, as the co-op 
requires the entire board to stand for 
election every third year pursuant to 
a policy change made three years ago. 
Board reorganization was to take place 
at the next regular monthly meeting.
 Cornell reported that as of the 
annual meeting, the cooperative had 
865 members with a combined total 

of 1,079 services in place. Kilowatt 
hour sales have increased, he said, up 
five percent for 2018 by comparison 
with the prior year. Contrasting with 
the growth of power sales was a mod-
est decline in the cooperative’s peak 
load, down three per cent last year 
compared with 2017.
 Cornell told Condenser that WECA 
President and CEO Steve Freese was 
the first outside co-op guest to appear 
at a Washington Island annual meeting 
since Rural Electrification Administra-
tion officials visited in the 1940s. The 
gathering was held at the Washington 
Island Community Center.

 Vice President and Chief Finan-
cial and Administrative Officer Phil 
Moilien reported 2018 margins of 
$16.5 million, $1.4 million above 
budget. Operating revenues increased 
7 percent and capital credits returned 
to distribution co-ops totaled $4.4 mil-
lion, for a 78-year total of $124 million.
 A new board chair heads the ex-
ecutive committee. Ed Gullickson of 
Polk-Burnett Electric succeeds Roger 
Tjarks of Heartland Power. Jeff Mon-
son of Richland Electric is vice-chair; 

Jerry Huber of Jackson Electric, trea-
surer; Jenny Scharmer of MiEnergy, 
secretary; and Laurie Engen, assistant 
secretary. At-large members include 
Mike Baker of Barron Electric, Ed 
Hass of Pierce Pepin, Burt Magnuson 
of Freeborn-Mower; and Sandy David-
son of Scenic Rivers Energy.  
 Attendees viewed informational 
displays on the proposed Nemadji 
Trail Energy Center, solar and wind 
energy, pollinator habitat, and the 
Genoa power plant.

emissions,” said Stroshane. “At pres-
ent, about 20 percent of the energy that 
flows into Polk-Burnett’s local distri-
bution system is renewable energy.”
 “No matter how your electricity is 
generated,” Stroshane added, “Polk-
Burnett’s number one goal is to keep 
the lights on for its local members.” 
Commitments of $3.5 million in 2018 
and this year are resulting in less than 
one hour without power per member 
per year, putting Polk-Burnett in the 
top 25 percent of co-ops nationwide 
for reliability.
 Of every dollar collected through 
monthly bills, 57 cents goes to pur-
chase electricity from Dairyland Pow-
er, 21 cents pays operating expenses, 
and operating margins are just 4 cents. 
 “We’re working to keep expenses 
down, and are happy to report that 
rates will not go up in 2019,” Gullick-
son reported. Polk-Burnett returned 
$1,225,000 in capital credits to mem-
bers last year.
 Three incumbent directors were 
re-elected, with ballots cast on paper 
and electronically. Joe Metro overcame 
a challenge from Adam Majeske, while 
Jeff Traynor and Wilfred Owens were 
re-elected running unopposed. 


