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Redrafted, pole attachment bill clears Assembly
Revised legislation creating a regu-

latory framework for wireless service 
providers to mount equipment on 
utility poles passed the state Assembly 
Wednesday, preserving its chances 
of passage in both houses before an 
unusually slow-moving state budget 
bill crowds out all other business in 
the Capitol.

Whether Senate passage is immi-
nent or will be delayed until at least 
September remained uncertain at 
press time for this week’s Condenser. 
Theoretically, bills can be scheduled 
for floor action through June 30 or until 
budget passage, whichever is later, but 
no Senate floor calendar existed as 
of Thursday morning. Moreover, the 
budget bill stayed in a holding pattern 
as lawmakers grappled with education 
and transportation funding issues. 
Failure to pass a budget by June 30 
means the state continues to operate 
under its current spending plan until 
a new one is enacted. 

Opposed in its original form by 
electric cooperatives—who were 
written out of a new draft two weeks 
ago—the revised pole attachment 
proposal (Substitute Amendment 1 to 
Assembly Bill 348) passed this week 
with co-op support.

A memo to all legislators from Wis-
consin Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion Government Relations Director 
Beata Wierzba last Thursday said con-
versations with the bill’s co-sponsors 
and other lawmakers led to “improved 
language that makes this proposal a 
better bill and addresses our unique 
circumstances.”

The bill’s latest incarnation, Wierzba 
said, clarifies that access to public 
right-of-way and utility easements 
does not include easements negoti-
ated between electric co-ops and their 
members, preserves a Federal Com-
munications Commission exemption 
for cooperatives covering pole attach-
ments and make-ready requirements, 
and specifies that existing co-op 
policies will apply if a communication 

provider chooses to deploy wireless 
antennas in a co-op service area. 

The bill’s passage Wednesday after-
noon was mainly uncontroversial. The 
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substitute amendment was adopted on 
a voice vote and the amended bill was 
passed in similar fashion.

Storm brings season’s third ROPE deployment

Wednesday night and Thursday and 
were joined by two crews from Oak-
dale Electric and one from Vernon 
Electric on Friday, Adams-Columbia 
Communications Coordinator Keith 
Wohlfert told Condenser.  

 Many local roads were impass-
able. Tree-trimming contractors 
worked through the night following 
the storm to clear paths and allow 
crews to reach and begin rebuilding 
electric lines, Wohlfert said. More 
than 30 power poles were broken by 
the storm, he added.

Service was restored for nearly all 

High winds, lightning and heavy 
rains brought widespread damage to 
a multi-county portion of the Adams-
Columbia Electric Cooperative service 
area last Wednesday afternoon, with 
downed trees and extensive property 
damage occurring most extensively in 
Waushara County. At the peak of the 
outages, some 6,700 Adams-Columbia 
members were without power. 

 The storm triggered ROPE (Res-
toration of Power in an Emergency) 
deployments, but only after consider-
able work clearing debris to gain access 
to heavily damaged areas. Adams-
Columbia crews worked through last (continued on next page)
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House approves utility wildfire protections
Electricity providers would have 

more freedom to bypass bureaucratic 
delays in clearing vegetation that 
presents a wildfire hazard on federal 
lands, under legislation passed in the 
House of Representatives Wednesday.

Supported by the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA), Edison Electric Institute, 
and American Public Power Associa-
tion, the “Electricity Reliability and 
Forest Protection Act” (H.R. 1873) 
passed on a 300-118 roll call. 

If enacted, the proposal would 
streamline approvals for vegetation 
management near power lines on fed-

eral lands where a potential wildfire 
threat exists. 

It would also create liability protec-
tion for power providers whose efforts 
to clear fire hazards are stalled by 
federal agencies. Agencies overseeing 
public lands would become respon-
sible for any costs arising from failure 
to keep vegetation clear of electrical 
lines if they deny a power provider’s 
request to conduct clearing activities.

In a Monday letter expressing sup-
port, NRECA CEO Jim Matheson said 
the bill spells out “sensible proce-
dures” to remedy bureaucratic delays 
“that currently impede our ability to 
adequately manage dangerous veg-
etative overgrowth in existing utility 
rights of way.” 

The bill’s prospects are uncertain in 
the Senate. No companion measure has 
been introduced there, so the House 
version will be starting from scratch.  

 

Bayfield Electric
There was a full house at the Iron 

River Community Center Monday 
evening, June 19, for the 77th an-
nual meeting of Bayfield Electric 
Cooperative. Members and guests 
enjoyed light refreshments, heard 
updates on state, federal and global 
policy issues and the activities of 
their wholesale power provider, and 
returned three incumbent directors 
to the board.

Under a bylaw change adopted 
several years ago, all nominations 
for Bayfield’s board are conducted 
by petition, requiring at least ten 
member signatures to qualify. By 
the deadline for this year’s peti-
tions, none were received except for 
incumbents Curtis Berweger, Ken 
Clement, and Carl Schutte. Attend-
ees Monday evening ratified those 
choices by unanimous voice vote 
and the three were re-elected to new 
three-year terms. The board will re-
organize at its regular July meeting.

All co-op employees except one 
on maternity leave were present 
for the meeting, and Board Presi-
dent Bob Kretzschmar praised the 
dedicated staff in reviewing the past 
year’s challenges and successes. 
Among the challenges was a “500-

year flood” in July that washed out 
portions of every major highway. 
With the help of crews from eight 
other cooperatives, nearly all Bay-
field members were back in service 
within three days. Kretzschmar  
noted.

CEO Diane Berweger also praised 
the co-op staff and presented a Fa-
ther’s Day slide show featuring chil-
dren of Bayfield lineworkers honor-
ing their fathers and the job they do 
for the membership.

Dairyland Power Cooperative’s 
Brian Rude reviewed the generation 
and transmission co-op’s diversi-
fication of generation sources and 
plans for a new natural gas plant 
at Superior. He noted that disman-
tling of the shut-down nuclear plant 
at Genoa should be complete some 
time in 2018.

The Wisconsin Electric Coopera-
tive Association’s Dave Hoopman 
described success in recent months 
turning back a new attempt at elec-
tric deregulation, outlined possibil-
ities of a new approach to the Clean 
Power Plan, and assured members 
no noticeable consequences would 
result from the U.S. quitting the 
Paris climate agreement, given that 
its implementation was projected 
to reduce global warming by only a 
small fraction of one degree.

CORRECTION

members by Sunday afternoon, but 
spot outages persisted into mid-
week at locations where property 
damage made restoration unsafe 
before home repairs are done. 

Since May 19, ten Wisconsin 
distribution cooperatives have 
dispatched line crews to help re-
pair storm damage, assisting line 
workers at Barron and Oconto 
Electric Cooperatives prior to last 
week’s deployment to Adams-
Columbia. 

Storm (continued from front page)

Last week’s Annual Meeting Round-
up incorrectly stated that the Dairyland 
solar generation facility at Phillips in 
the Price Electric service area will in-
clude a total of 114 panels. The project 
includes 114 parallel inverters, but 
9,936 modules. 

Enough, Mississippi 

regulators say

Shareholders of the Atlanta-based 
Southern Company would eat close to 
$7 billion in cost overruns from a strug-
gling carbon capture project, under 
plans outlined Wednesday by the Mis-
sissippi Public Service Commission.

Commissioners indicated they will 
adopt an order July 6 giving Missis-
sippi Power 45 days to settle all rate 
matters related to the Kemper County 
power plant that’s supposed to run on 
gas synthesized from locally-mined 
lignite. The commission proposes to 
limit recovery of cost overruns through 
rates to $840 million previously ap-
proved, with the rest of the plant’s 
skyrocketing costs to be borne by the 
parent Southern Company. The origi-
nal cost estimate was approximately 
$2.8 billion.

As to the gasification that was the 
reason for building the plant, the com-
mission advised that Kemper should 
drop the idea and burn only natural 
gas. The plant has been running on 
natural gas since 2014 but gasification 
has been intermittent and reliable op-
eration on that basis is more than three 
years behind schedule.


