
June 9, 2017

(continued on next page)

We’re out!
Co-ops disappear in new version of pole-attachment bill
 New state-mandated accommo-
dations for wireless providers won’t 
apply to electric cooperatives under 
a substitute amendment to pole-at-
tachment legislation adopted Tuesday 
by the Assembly Committee on Jobs 
and the Economy. The change directs 
virtually all of the bill’s applicability 
to municipal utilities.
 Investor-owned utilities, under 
federal regulation for purposes of wire-
less access, were already exempted 
under the original bill draft introduced 
last week. Electric cooperatives were 
removed after Wisconsin Electric Co-
operative Association (WECA) mem-
bers and government relations staff 
prevailed in discussions of safety, cost, 
property-rights issues, and the low 
probability of early wireless deploy-
ment to co-op service areas because 

of thin consumer densities.
 The committee voted 9–2 to adopt 
the substitute amendment, which 
WECA Government Relations Director 
Beata Wierzba said results in “a better 
bill, more contained, and with respect 
to presumed access to poles, not so 
much like a taking.”
 The bill retains current law in 
important respects; for instance, if a 
wireless provider wishes to have ac-
cess to poles in a cooperative’s service 
area, whatever existing policies the 
co-op already has in place for pole 
attachment agreements would apply.

 A key source of momentum for the 
original legislation, the rates charged 
by some municipal utilities for at-
taching equipment, is addressed in a 
provision calling for the Public Service 
Commission to resolve disputed fees. 
 The full Assembly is to vote on the 
proposal next week. The bill clearing 
both houses before the state budget 
pushes all other business to the side 
of the road remains a possibility, as no 
Senate hearing will be required if both 
houses vote on the identical proposal, 
and a stalled budget process may allow 
more time for other activity.  

FERC nominees advance
 The Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission on Tuesday got closer to 
being able to transact business, as the 
Senate Committee on Energy and Natu-
ral Resources voted 20–3 in support of 
Trump administration nominees Neil 
Chatterjee and Robert Powelson.
 Senators Mazie Hirono (D-HI), 
Bernie Sanders (I-VT), and Ron 
Wyden (D-OR) accounted for the 
three dissenting votes in the other-
wise bipartisan endorsement of the 
nominations. The three based their 
opposition on objections to Trump 
administration energy policies, with 
Wyden asserting that the nominees 
had not sufficiently assured senators 
of their independence in considering 
regulatory approvals. 
 Confirmation of the two would 
restore a quorum, which the regula-
tory panel has lacked since February. 
A vote by the full Senate hadn’t been 
scheduled, but committee chair Lisa 
Murkowski (R-AK) said she hoped it 
would take place before the scheduled 
August recess.  

Commentary
What really happened last week
 Possibly a million words of howling condemnation have been written 
since last Thursday’s U.S. withdrawal from the Paris climate accord. At 
press time for Condenser, the deluge wasn’t abating. That’s the best clue 
to what’s really going on.
 Nowadays no human rights outrage, no random massacre of inno-
cents, even no environmental issue, generates such lasting fury. Climate 
activist Tom Steyer—who gleaned billions from fossil fuel investments 
before launching a new career saving the world from what made him rich—
called the withdrawal “a traitorous act of war against the American people.”
 This unceasing anger can’t be about Earth’s climate in 2100. It can 
only be about money.
 Granted, many people assign carbon dioxide reduction a high priority. 
They, especially, deserve to know what they can expect to get for support-
ing the Paris pact. Let’s say all 193 signatory nations fully achieve their 
pledged emission cuts.   
 If that miracle happens, researchers at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) say the global average temperature by the year 2100 will 
be two tenths of one degree cooler than if nobody did anything to restrict 
CO2 emissions.
 Danish economist Bjorn Lomborg is slightly less optimistic. He esti-
mates realization of all Paris commitments would avoid 0.18 degrees (Cel-
sius) of warming otherwise expected by 2100. 
 Lomborg and MIT share concerns about human-induced CO2 emis-
sions warming the atmosphere. But Lomborg rejects the view that a planet-
wrecking catastrophe can be forestalled only by deliberately making energy 
too expensive for billions of people to use.
 Meanwhile, with all due respect for the President’s action, we’ll venture 
that any effect on U.S. energy trends will be as undetectable as the Paris 
warming reductions. It won’t restore coal-mining jobs, redirect generation 
choices, or alter the trajectory of U.S. carbon dioxide emissions, reported by 
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ANNUAL MEETING ROUNDUP

 The long-awaited announcement 
of a new natural gas-fired generation 
facility highlighted Dairyland Power 
Cooperative’s annual meeting at the 
La Crosse Center Wednesday. 
 The 525–550 megawatt Nemadji 
Trail Energy Center, a combined cycle 
natural gas plant, will be built in 
partnership with Minnesota Power 
on a shovel-ready industrial site in 
Superior. 
 Dairyland President and CEO 
Barbara Nick called the project a 
significant component of Dairyland’s 
ongoing “Preferred Plan” for resource 
diversification. 
 “We’ve talked for a long time 
about the need to add natural gas as 
a renewable-enabling resource,” Nick 
said. “Dairyland’s resource diversifica-
tion strategy enables renewable forms 
of generation and ensures reliabil-
ity, sustainability, and affordability. 
Natural gas plants provide critical 
back-up to intermittent renewable 
sources of power, like solar and wind. 
The Nemadji Trail Energy Center will 
respond on demand, providing the 
energy required by our membership 
and Minnesota Power’s customers 
exactly when they need it—at the flip 
of a switch.”
 The site has access to two natural 
gas pipelines. Assuming regulatory 

approvals, the plant is expected to be 
operational in 2024.
 Some 600 meeting attendees also 
learned that net margins for 2016 
were $23.1 million, compared with 
$26.7 million the prior year. A mild 
winter and decreased energy use by 
some commercial customers slightly 
reduced loads. 
 Total operating revenues de-
creased slightly to $414.8 million, 
from $418.3 million in 2015. Operating 
expenses also decreased slightly, due to 
lower fuel and purchased power costs.
 On the rationale that no person or 
entity not receiving service from a co-
operative can be a member or serve as a 
director, delegates approved, 298–15, 
a bylaw amendment eliminating  Class 
B membership and the board seat al-
located to the four Class B members, 
Adams-Columbia, Central Wisconsin, 
and Oconto Electric Cooperatives, and 
Rock Energy Cooperative.  
 Meeting participants also saw a 
video detailing the history of Dairy-
land’s shut-down LACBWR nuclear 
facility and current decommissioning 
activities.
 Employees staffed information 
booths on sustainability, solar en-
ergy projects, energy efficiency, and 
information technology, and electric 
vehicles were on site for cooperative 
members and employees to view and 
test-drive. 

Dairyland Power

Co-op closing 
Alma office
 Next Thursday will be the final 
day for business to be conducted at 
the Alma office of Riverland Energy 
Cooperative, the organization an-
nounced this week.
 A load management technician 
and line crew will continue to be 
based at the location, the Monday 
announcement said, but billing and 
customer service functions will be 
transferred to the co-op’s Arcadia 
and Onalaska offices.
 General Manager Jerry Soren-
son said the decision to close fol-
lowed retirement announcements 
from two longtime employees 
working out of the Alma office. The 
move, he said, “can help Riverland 
Energy reduce controllable costs, 
ensuring members get the most 
value.” 

 Mississippi Power’s Kemper 
County power plant has hit another 
delay of full operation as a lignite gas-
ification and carbon capture generator. 
The company revealed this week it 
now anticipates putting the plant fully 
in service at the end of this month.
 In a Monday disclosure to the 
Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC), the utility acknowledged 
reporting six weeks ago that it expected 
the plant to be fully in service by the 
end of May. In the meantime, repairs 
and modifications to both gasifiers 
were completed, but the need for ad-
ditional fixes was identified and the 
new projected in-service date is the 
end of June—the tenth delay in the 
past 18 months. 
 But new questions about long-
term operation were also introduced. 
Monday’s SEC filing reveals that the 
gasifiers will require more extensive 
work than the current repairs, result-
ing in the plant operating without 

them for as long as two years.  
 “Specifically,” the document says, 
“achievement of long-term sustained 
operations is expected to require the 
redesign and eventual replacement of 
the syngas cooler superheaters sooner 
than originally expected, primarily as 
a result of the leaks experienced.” The 
document doesn’t provide a starting 
date but offers an 18- to 24-month 
estimate of required construction time.
 Early this week at least two in-
dustry publications reported that 
Mississippi Power was presenting 
state regulators with the option of 
abandoning the gasification project 
and operating the plant on natural gas, 
as it’s been doing since 2014.
 Those reports have since been 
walked back, though a Mississippi 
Power analysis filed with state regu-
lators has shown negative economics 
for operation with lignite-derived 
synthetic gas as long as natural gas 
prices remain low. 

Kemper CCS: more stumbles

the EPA in April to have dropped 11.5 
percent below 2005 levels.
 And the money? The U.N.’s green 
climate fund aims to collect $100 bil-
lion annually, the biggest share from 
U.S. taxpayers, to pay less-developed 
countries to suppress their emissions. 
One-third of the $3 billion U.S. Paris 
commitment has been delivered. The 
improbability of further payments fu-
eled the past week’s rhetoric almost as 
much as the threatened expectations of 
companies banking on emission targets 
to force consumers to pay for their often 
unwanted products.
 Contrast U.S. reductions with Chi-
na’s Paris commitment: The world’s larg-
est CO2 contributor said its emissions 
would probably peak in 2030, meaning 
they keep rising until then. China’s bet 
is that obtaining money is more reliably 
done through economic growth than by 
prolonging economic stagnation.

Commentary


