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Reliability, “resilience” scrutinized as FERC ponders grid rules  
 A unanimous Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
refused in January to consider alter-
ing wholesale power market rules to 
protect coal-fired and nuclear plants 
threatened with early retirements, but 
a FERC commissioner last Thursday 
went head-on at the system-reliability 
aspects of the issue, telling a Houston 
energy conference that states setting 
high renewable energy quotas will 
heighten the risk of power outages.
 Commissioner Robert Powelson 
was quoted by the Houston Chronicle 
saying renewable policies like those 
of California and New York “aren’t 

synchronizing with system reliability 
and there lies a very big challenge.”
 California has mandated obtain-
ing 50 percent of its electricity from 
renewable sources by 2030, and a 
state senate bill would send the quota 
to 100 percent by 2045. New York’s 
Clean Energy Standard mandates that 
half of all the state’s electricity be from 
renewable generation by 2030.
 Wisconsin’s portfolio standard 
of 10 percent renewable electricity 
by 2015 was met and in most cases 
surpassed ahead of schedule by the 
state’s power providers. 
 The Chronicle quoted Powelson 
saying, “Let’s be honest, they’re pick-
ing winners and losers,” and caution-
ing that state utility commissions “are 
not electrical engineers or transmis-
sion planners…reliability needs to be 
part of the conversation.”
 Meanwhile, last Friday brought 

 EnergySolutions, the Utah firm conducting decommissioning of Dairy-
land Power Cooperative’s La Crosse Boiling Water Reactor (LACBWR) at 
Genoa, announced Monday that drinking water from wells on-site is safe, 
following detection of elevated levels of tritium in two shallower monitoring 
wells near the reactor building during routine sampling. 
 A Tuesday report in the La Crosse Tribune quoted a Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission (NRC) spokeswoman saying no effect on public health or safety 
was anticipated.
 The NRC describes tritium as a mildly radioactive form of hydrogen that 
occurs naturally as a result of interaction between air molecules and cosmic 
rays, and as a byproduct of electricity generation in nuclear plants.  Natu-
rally formed tritium is present in very small amounts in groundwater world-
wide, the NRC says. 
 Tritium emits “a weak form of radiation, a low-energy beta particle simi-
lar to an electron,” the agency says, adding, “The tritium radiation does not 
travel very far in air and cannot penetrate the skin. Everyone is exposed to 
small amounts of tritium every day, because it occurs naturally in the envi-
ronment and the foods we eat.”
 The LACBWR plant’s nuclear reactor vessel was removed 11 years ago 
and transported for permanent disposal in South Carolina. Spent fuel was re-
moved from wet storage inside the plant in 2012 and placed in dry-cask stor-
age at a dedicated facility adjacent to the plant site. It will remain there until 
the federal government makes good on its statutory responsibility to provide 
a permanent, centralized storage facility for the nation’s power plant waste. 
 Decommissioning at the LACBWR site is on schedule and completion is 
expected this year, EnergySolutions said.

Zipperer goes to PSC
 Rich Zipperer, who has served 
as Governor Walker’s chief of staff 
since 2015, will assume new du-
ties Monday as a member of the 
Public Service Commission. His 
appointment, announced by Walker 
on Tuesday, fills the vacancy cre-
ated by Ellen Nowak’s February 
appointment as secretary of the 
Department of Administration.
 Zipperer had previously served 
as a staffer for Wisconsin Con-
gressman James Sensenbrenner 
prior to being elected to the state 
Assembly in 2006 and to the state 
Senate in a 2010 special election 
to fill a vacancy.  
 During his time in the legisla-
ture, Zipperer was a member of the 
Assembly Committee on Energy 
and Utilities and later chaired the 
Senate Committee on Judiciary, 
Utilities, Commerce, and Govern-
ment Operations.
 He will be succeeded as chief 
of staff by Eric Schutt, who returns 
to the position following employ-
ment as a senior vice president 
with United Health Systems. Schutt 
served as Walker’s chief of staff 
between 2011 and 2015. 

Water pronounced safe at Genoa site

the deadline for regional grid operators 
to file preliminary comments on the 
FERC’s alternative to Energy Secretary 
Rick Perry’s rejected coal and nuclear 
bailout plan: an assessment of the 
grid’s ability to cope with potentially 
disabling weather or cyber events.
 The nation’s biggest wholesale 
market, PJM (Pennsylvania-New 
Jersey-Maryland) was said to have 
been more explicit than any other in 
calling for market revisions providing 
monetary compensation for main-
taining the availability of individual 
generators as a hedge against threats 
to reliability. 
 Some industry observers, accord-
ing to the online newsletter Utility 
Dive, saw the PJM recommendations 
as a stealthy means of enacting 
Perry’s proposal to guarantee cost 
recovery for facilities that maintain a 



Prepared weekly and distributed since 
1956 to provide timely information on 
matters pertaining to Wisconsin’s non-
profit, consumer-owned rural electric    
cooperatives. 

Wisconsin Electric
Cooperative Association
222 W. Washington Ave., Suite 680
Madison, WI 53703

(continued from previous page)
Grid rules

Youth Congress registration opening soon
 The Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association’s 55th annual Youth 
Leadership Congress will be held at UW–River Falls July 25–27, and reg-
istration for the event opens April 1.
 A core element of the organization’s educational programming, the 
congress (YLC) helps cultivate an early understanding of cooperative busi-
ness principles among high school students, many of whom have gone on 
to join the ranks of co-op leaders over the decades since the event was 
first held in 1963. A new feature of this year’s program will be a panel pre-
sentation by cooperative employees describing their job responsibilities.
 Last year’s YLC drew more than 120 students, benefiting from spon-
sorships by 17 cooperatives statewide. Co-ops are encouraged to provide 
sponsorships and can obtain more information including assistance in 
identifying potential student candidates for participation by contacting ag-
riculture teachers in their local school districts.     

Utility workers kick-start Puerto Rico corruption probe
 While mutual-aid workers help-
ing to rebuild Puerto Rico’s electric 
infrastructure have struggled with 
more than the usual storm-related 
challenges, whistleblowers among 
them have successfully energized a 
congressional probe into apparent 
rampant corruption that’s still hob-
bling recovery efforts six months after 
hurricanes tore apart the island’s grid.
 A letter Monday from the House 
Natural Resources Committee to the 
interim executive director of the 
Puerto Rico Electric Power Authority 
(PREPA) noted that more than 155,000 
Puerto Ricans were still without 
power and that the committee—which 
has oversight of the recovery effort—

 The disputed grid-stability ben-
efits of a coal-fired power plant in 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula are once 
again triggering multi-million dollar 
cash transfers across state lines. 
 The Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) at the end of Feb-
ruary approved the Midcontinent 
Independent System Operator’s cal-
culation that Milwaukee’s Wisconsin 
Electric Power Company, owner of the 
Presque Isle plant at Marquette, owes 

90-day, on-site fuel supply—a crite-
rion uniquely descriptive of coal and 
nuclear plants—but PJM had called for 
reliability-based changes well before 
Perry requested a new rulemaking. 
 On Monday, Electric Light and 
Power characterized the comments 
filed by ISO-New England, which 
serves Maine, New Hampshire, Ver-
mont, Connecticut, Massachusetts, 
and Rhode Island, as sharing “many of 
[Perry’s] gravest concerns over a future 
grid devoid of on-site fuels.”
  The New England ISO’s comments 
noted the challenges to a region con-
fronting organized opposition even 
to infrastructure upgrades that would 
facilitate access to cleaner fuel during 
severe winters—as reported in detail 
in the December 2017 edition of Wis-
consin Energy Cooperative News. 
 The ISO’s comments repeated 
findings reported here February 2, 
that in nearly every fuel-mix scenario 
analyzed (19 of 23), inadequate fuel 
supply would cause energy shortfalls 
by the winter of 2024–25 and emer-
gency actions to protect the grid would 
be required. 
 The Midcontinent Independent 
System Operator (MISO) serving Wis-
consin also filed comments last Friday 
and issued a statement saying evalu-
ations of grid resilience shouldn’t be 
confined within the boundaries of 
regional grid operators but seen as a 
national issue.

Wisconsin refunds headed north
Michigan consumers $24.6 million in 
refunds for overcharges related to run-
ning Presque Isle—which the utility 
wished to retire—as a system support 
resource (SSR) in compliance with 
MISO’s directives.  
 Other Wisconsin-based entities di-
rected to pay refunds for charges stem-
ming from the plant’s SSR operation 
are WPPI Energy ($3.1 million) and 
Manitowoc Public Utilities ($8,500).
 Meanwhile, litigation over what 
Wisconsin’s Public Service Commis-
sion (PSC) has deemed an unfair, FERC-
approved MISO allocation of Presque 
Isle costs to Wisconsin consumers 
remains pending. A PSC spokesman 
last week declined to comment on the 
potential relevance of the latest FERC 
action for Wisconsin consumers, noting 
the lawsuit still in progress and telling 
Condenser a decision by the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the District of Columbia 
Circuit is expected this year.

“is reviewing multiple allegations of 
corruption and gross mismanagement 
in the power restoration process.”
 Constituents of at least one com-
mittee member are currently on the 
island as participants in mutual aid 
work and have reported that utility 
workers “are delayed or unable to com-
plete electrification projects because of 
a lack of materials from PREPA,” the 
letter indicated.
 In a January incident not widely 
reported, the Army Corps of Engineers 
and Federal Emergency Management 
Agency staged a raid on a PREPA facili-
ty called “Warehouse 5” that contained 
critically needed rebuilding materials 
PREPA “allegedly failed to distribute,” 

the Monday letter noted. The Corps 
reported that the entire warehouse 
was absent from PREPA inventories 
and that “repeated requests to PREPA 
for specific information on Warehouse 
5 went unanswered.”
 Much improper activity involves 
PREPA officials “accepting or de-
manding bribes to restore power to 
residences and businesses,” the letter 
said. It cited allegations that PREPA 
officials had power restored to their 
own homes ahead of a major medical 
center and the island’s international 
airport, and accepted bribes totaling 
thousands of dollars to restore power 
to “exotic dance clubs” ahead of the 
scheduled timeline.
 The committee set a March 26 
deadline for PREPA to document its 
efforts to investigate internal corrup-
tion, favoritism or abuse of authority.    


