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EPA bills advance in committee
Legislation barring the Environ-

mental Protection Agency (EPA) from 
adopting regulations unless it makes 
the supporting scientific data available 
to the public won endorsement from 
the House Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology last Thursday.

A second bill, endorsed last Thurs-
day by the same committee, would 
restrict the EPA in appointing indi-
viduals with whom it has a financial 
relationship to the Science Advisory 
Board that offers guidance to the agen-
cy’s rulemaking. 

The data-disclosure proposal (H.R. 
1430) is similar to bills that passed 
the House in each of the past two 
Congresses. Sponsor Lamar Smith 
(R-TX, the committee chairman) said 
taxpayers “have often had to foot the 
bill for regulations and rules based on 
hidden science that has not been avail-
able for review by the public,” adding, 
“In our modern information age fed-
eral regulations should be based only 
upon data that is available for every 

American to see and can be subjected 
to independent review.” 

  But the committee’s ranking minor-
ity member, Eddie Bernice Johnson 
(D-TX), was quoted by The Hill saying 
the bill would “undermine the science 
that EPA can use in their work, and 
ultimately, make it easier to pollute 
in our country.” 

The Union of Concerned Scientists 
(UCS) issued a statement saying the 
bill “effectively prevents the EPA 
from using the weight of scientific 
evidence to protect public health and 
the environment.”

The UCS objected that the proposal 
“would require that all raw data, mod-
els, code, and other materials from 
scientific studies be made available 
to the public before a federal agency 
could use it,” though the organization 
did acknowledge that the bill exempts 
“personally identifiable information, 
trade secrets, or commercial or finan-
cial information.”

The Science Advisory Board (SAB) 

legislation, according to sponsor Frank 
Lucas (R-OK), aims to “strengthen the 
accountability and transparency of the 

Clean Power Plan order expected this week
A wide-ranging executive order directing the Environmental Protection 

Agency to go back to the drawing board with its carbon dioxide regulations 

for new and existing power plants was expected to be signed by President 

Trump on Thursday but the action had not taken place at press time for this 

week’s Condenser.
If unofficial reports are accurate, the order would result in a new round of 

notice-and-comment rulemaking to establish a rationale for withdrawing and 

replacing the Clean Power Plan (CPP, for existing generation facilities) and 
the New Source Performance Standard (NSPS) for plants yet to be built.

A new rulemaking would be expected to take more than a year, and the 
Department of Justice would presumably ask the U.S. Court of Appeals for 

the District of Columbia Circuit to delay any decision on the Clean Power 

Plan until that rulemaking is completed. The court would not be obligated 

to honor such a request and a decision on the CPP could come at any 

time. Oral arguments were heard last September, seven months after the 
Supreme Court stayed the regulation and sent it back to the D.C. Circuit for 

further proceedings.

The order may also include a directive to federal agencies to discontinue 

use of the disputed “social cost of carbon” established by the Obama admin-

istration in calculating cost-benefit comparisons for proposed regulations. 
A detailed summary will appear next week, after Condenser has been 

able to review the actual order.

Co-op lobbyists tapped 
for administration posts

The Trump administration is expect-
ed to move forward with the nomina-
tion of Neal Chatterjee to fill a vacancy 
on the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission (FERC), according to reports 
last Thursday, unofficially confirming 
plans noted in Condenser February 3.

Chatterjee was a National Rural Elec-
tric Cooperative Association (NRECA) 
lobbyist prior to accepting a position 
as top energy aide to Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY). With 
McConnell, Chatterjee was promi-
nently involved in developing environ-
mental policy including opposition to 
the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
(EPA) Clean Power Plan. 

The administration is expected to 
name Cleveland, Ohio attorney Kevin 
McIntyre to fill a second FERC vacancy 
and to appoint him to chair the panel 
which, with only two sitting members, 
currently lacks a quorum and can’t act 
on pending permit approvals. 

Last week Greenwire reported that 
Ellen Nowak, who chairs Wisconsin’s 
Public Service Commission, was in 
the running to fill a third vacancy on 
the five-member panel. However, last 
Thursday’s Philadelphia Inquirer re-
ported that Pennsylvania Public Utility 
Commissioner Robert Powelson would 
be the pick for that seat. 

Meanwhile, Tate Bennett leaves her 
job as a member of the NRECA lobbying 
team to begin work Monday in a new 
Legislative and Intergovernmental Af-
fairs position with EPA Administrator 
Scott Pruitt.

Bennett’s resume also includes a 
stint as a McConnell aide, specializing 
in energy and agriculture issues in 
the Senator’s office before she joined 
NRECA in 2015.
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Maybe we won’t always have Paris…
Against a backdrop of media buzz 

about whether the Trump adminis-
tration will withdraw from the 2015 
Paris climate agreement, developments 
within the G-20 group comprising the 
world’s largest national economies are 
giving off hints that participation in the 
accord may be on its way to becoming 
a moot point.

A G-20 meeting is scheduled this 
weekend in Germany and finance 
ministers will reportedly consider a 
draft statement that can be interpreted 
as tacitly abandoning the aggressive 
taxpayer expenditures for climate pro-
grams endorsed by the organization 
last summer.

Last July, the annual G-20 summit 
issued a statement calling on devel-
oped nations to follow through with 
the Paris commitment to transfer $100 
billion every year to less-developed 
nations, theoretically to restrain their 
greenhouse emissions.

But according to a Sunday Bloomberg 
News report, a draft statement being 
prepared for this year’s July summit 
tiptoes away from last year’s promises 
by keeping mum on the subject while 
advancing an entirely different ap-
proach, previously unseen.  

In the new draft, according to Bloom-
berg, the fewer than 50 words allocated 
to the Paris agreement refer to “scarce 
public resources” and focus entirely 
on urging development banks to fi-
nance climate goals by raising private 
money. Government financing is left 
unmentioned.

Whatever may be said in coverage 
of this weekend’s G-20 gathering, the 
real action will occur in July when the 
19 member nations and the European 
Union take up the draft statement or 
some version of it.

Staking Technician—Western Iowa 
Power Cooperative (WIPCO), serv-
ing west-central Iowa, seeks ap-
plicants for above-named position. 
Duties include but are not limited 
to: meeting member-consumers for 
new construction, upgrading or 
conversion of facilities, relocation 
or removal of existing facilities, 
and negotiating and preparing ease-
ment agreements. Minimum edu-
cation: high school or equivalent, 
minimum experience: 3–5 years, 
journeyman lineman or certified 
staking technician with four years’ 

experience preferred. Requires 
valid Iowa CDL Class A driver’s li-
cense with excellent driving record, 
pre-employment physical and drug/
alcohol testing. Excellent benefits 
include health, dental, life, LTD, 
401k, and defined benefit pension 
plan. Send resume to Western Iowa 
Power Cooperative, Attention: Tra-
vis Menish, PO Box 428, Denison, 
IA 51442 or e-mail travis.menish@
wipco.com Phone: 712-263-2943. 
Applications accepted until posi-
tion filled. WIPCO is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

EPA bills
SAB by eliminating potential conflicts of interest.” 

Created by Congress in 1977, the board has been caught up in a running 
battle between the EPA and congressional Republicans who allege—in 
the words of a February 2016 letter from Oklahoma Senator James Inhofe 
to then-EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy—that the agency had been 
“cherry-picking” its allies for appointment to the SAB, ensuring favorable 
review of its rulemakings. 

Those “allies,” Inhofe wrote, tend to be drawn from the ranks of EPA 
research grant recipients. 

His letter noted the EPA’s position that receipt of research grants doesn’t 
create a conflict of interest, but he argued that “The National Academy 
of Sciences and EPA’s own Peer-Review Handbook states that grants can 
constitute a conflict or lack of impartiality.”

Federal court documents filed last May in litigation by the Energy and 
Environment Legal Institute and reviewed this week by Condenser cite 
EPA records revealing that of 26 members the agency appointed to a 
2015 scientific advisory panel reviewing its fine particulate matter (pm 
2.5) standards, 24 had been recipients of EPA research grants with an 
aggregate value of more than $191 million.

Rep. Johnson also objected to the SAB proposal. The Hill quoted her 
calling it “a transparent attempt to slow down the regulatory process and 
stack science review boards with industry representatives.”

The bill (H.R. 1431) bars EPA appointment of science advisors who 
have current grants or contracts with the agency and prohibits advisors 
from applying for an agency grant or contract until three years after the 
end of their board service.
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MN bill would raise 
renewable standard

Minnesota’s renewable energy stan-
dard would be five times Wisconsin’s 
within 13 years if legislation proposed 
in both houses of the Minnesota Legis-
lature is enacted.

The current standard requires 25 
percent of Minnesota’s electricity to be 
obtained from renewable sources by 
2025. The proposed legislation would 
push the standard to 50 percent by 2030. 

Wisconsin’s standard mandates that 
ten percent of all electricity sold within 
the state be obtained from renewable 
sources by 2015, a goal that was met and 
exceeded two years ahead of schedule.  

Minnesota’s 25 percent standard can 
already create additional complication 
for power producers in other states 
selling energy into Minnesota where 
the recipient in a wholesale transaction 
would typically need to deliver a higher 
renewable percentage to retail consum-
ers than is required by the producer’s 
home state.

Last year a federal court overturned 
a Minnesota law attempting to prevent 
imports of electricity produced from 
coal into the state.       


