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Dairyland buying more solar in Jefferson Co. project
 Dairyland Power Cooperative 
would add 149 megawatts of solar gen-
eration capacity to the state-leading 
25 megawatts in its current portfolio, 
under a power purchase agreement 
announced Monday. 
 The agreement is with Ranger 

Power, a Brooklyn, New York-based 
solar developer that says it’s proposing 
to build the project on approximately 
1,000 acres of land in the Jefferson 
County townships of Jefferson and 
Oakland.     
 The power purchase agreement 
provides for Dairyland to take the 
entire output of the planned solar 
photovoltaic facility. Information 
released Monday by Dairyland said 

Legislative Committee 
will have new chair
 When the Wisconsin Electric 
Cooperative Association Legislative 
Committee holds its next meeting, a 
new chair will be wielding the gavel. 
 This month at its most recent 
meeting, the panel elected Jennifer 
Beaudette, member services manager 
at Barron Electric Cooperative, to suc-
ceed the long-serving chair Jim Hatha-
way, CEO of Dunn Energy Cooperative.
 Beaudette will assume the chair 
at the May meeting, on a date to be 
determined.
 Hathaway has chaired the commit-
tee since June 2011, when he succeed-
ed then-St. Croix Electric President and 
CEO Mark Pendergast. “I think that 
getting involved in legislation is one 
of the most important things that we 
do and it has been an honor to serve 
as chair of the Legislative Committee,” 
Hathaway told Condenser this week.

International contributions recognized
 Wisconsin contributors to the National Rural Electric Cooperative As-
sociation’s (NRECA) International Program were recognized during the an-
nual meeting last week in Florida.
	 Donors	identified	for	2018	included	the	Federated	Youth	Foundation	in	
the Regional Partners	($5,000–$9,999)	category.
 Listed in the National Partners	category	($2,500–$4,999)	were	Adams-
Columbia Electric Cooperative and Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services.
 Village Partners	($1,000–$2,499)	included	Barron,	Bayfield,	and	Cen-
tral	Wisconsin	Electric	Cooperatives,	Dunn	Energy,	Oakdale	Electric,	Rock	
Energy,	and	the	Rural	Electric	Supply	Cooperative.
 Listed as Community Partners	($500–$999)	were	Clark,	Jackson,	
and Vernon Electric Cooperatives.
	 Adams-Columbia	Board	Chairman	and	NRECA	Director	Lawrence	
Becker	was	listed	as	a	Megawatt Donor,	a	category	recognizing	individual	
contributions	of	$1,000	or	more.
	 Some	contributors	listed	above	were	previously	reported	following	last	
fall’s	NRECA	Region	V	and	VI	meetings	in	the	Twin	Cities;	others	were	add-
ed	subsequently	to	reflect	donations	made	during	the	full	2018	calendar	year.	

the Badger State Solar Project would 
generate enough energy to power more 
than 20,000 homes. Pollinator habitat 
is to be incorporated in the site design, 
Dairyland said.  
 Assuming Ranger Power succeeds 
in obtaining regulatory approval, con-
struction of the project is expected 
to begin next year and commercial 
operation is anticipated to commence 
in 2022. 

Analyst: To predict elections, study geography

 Party control of the two congressional houses is decid-
ed by different groups of voters and Republicans are likely 
to retain their senate majority next year, according to David 
Wasserman, senior analyst with the Cook Political Report. 
 Wasserman’s insights came in a wide-ranging talk 
at the ACRE breakfast during last week’s National Ru-
ral Electric Cooperative Association annual meeting in 
Florida. Among key points in Wasserman’s analysis:  

• Which party holds the majority in the U.S. Senate is 
decided by the entire voting population of individu-
al, predominantly rural states, whereas control of the 
House of Representatives is decided by the voters in 
comparatively smaller, suburban districts. Moreover, 
the voting tendencies of suburban districts in the 
South now resemble the tendencies of Northern sub-
urbs, a significant shift from two decades ago.     

• Even though the 2020 elections will have Republi-
cans defending 21 senate seats and the Democrats 
only 12, Wasserman says Democrats are unlikely to 
flip the majority. 

• Wasserman sees a possible trajectory toward re-
election for Donald Trump similar to that for Barack 
Obama. He cited three reasons why Trump, despite 
low favorability ratings, can’t be written off: 1) The 
last three presidents ousted after a single term faced 
strong primary opposition, whereas Trump so far has 
no viable intra-party challenger; 2) Democrats have a 
geography problem in that demographics favor them 
in states they already safely control, while Trump won 
84 percent of U.S. counties in 2016; and 3) The Demo-
cratic primaries could be “Trump’s best ally” in that 
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Dunn	Energy
 Members of Dunn Energy Coopera-
tive elected one new director and re-
elected two incumbents at their 82nd 
annual meeting Saturday, March 16.
 Nearly 270 members and guests 
filled the Off Broadway Banquet Cen-
ter in Menomonie, and learned from 
General Manager Jim Hathaway that 
no change in kilowatt-hour rates is 
anticipated in 2019. A healthy increase 
in kilowatt-hour sales during 2018 
provided revenue that’s being plowed 
back into operations and maintenance, 
Hathaway said.
 He also reported that the coop-
erative has returned more than $19 
million to members through capital 
credits since its founding in 1937. 
During 2018, Dunn Energy paid back 
more than $600,000 to members.
 The co-op is more than 90 percent 
of the way toward replacing the obso-
lete Turtle metering system, and Ha-
thaway said the new system delivers 
more data, more quickly, to the extent 
that in the event of a significant outage 
or even—as in one example he cited—a 
single member having a partial inter-

ruption of service, the co-op may be 
able to dispatch personnel before the 
member is aware of a problem.
 Board President Larry Amble nar-
rated a slide presentation including 
both still photos and video depicting 
co-op employees conducting their day-
to-day work through the course of the 
past year. He reported that outage time 
has decreased 20 percent over the past 
five years, thanks to the co-op’s ener-
getic right-of-way clearing program.
 Assistant General Manager Jesse 

Wisconsin’s ACRE rank fits population
 Wisconsin’s co-op political action 
committee participation declined in 
2018 but remains in line with the state’s 
population ranking, the ACRE (Action 
Committee for Rural Electrification) 
annual report presented at last week’s 
annual meeting in Florida reveals.
 The correlation holds true both for 
the total number of ACRE memberships 
and for the dollar amount contributed 
during the past year, the report shows. 
 Census bureau data indicates Wis-
consin ranks 20th in population among 
the 50 states. The annual report places 
the state 22nd both by number of ACRE 
memberships, and by total financial 
contributions for 2018. Among the 
states listed higher in the ACRE stand-
ings, 11 have greater populations than 

 Almost 300 members and guests including State Rep. Warren Petryk 
turned out Tuesday evening for the 82nd annual meeting of Eau Claire En-
ergy Cooperative (ECEC) at the Florian Gardens in Eau Claire.
 Introductions included members of the co-op’s Member Advisory Com-
mittee, Youth Ambassadors, and scholarship winners. Board Chair Clarence 
Boettcher noted the Youth Ambassador Program is marking its 15th year, and 
the Member Advisory Council its ninth. 
 Members returned Boettcher and incumbent Directors Michael Schum-
mer and Andrew Bourget for new three-year terms, all in uncontested elec-
tions. Board reorganization at a meeting held Wednesday left the slate of 
officers unchanged: Boetttcher continues as chair, Bourget as vice chair, and 
Judith Anibas as secretary-treasurer.
 Retired nursing home administrator Ken King received the co-op’s 6th 
annual Concern for Community Award. Among his activities on behalf of the 
community is service on ECEC’s Member Advisory Council.
 The meeting featured a new electric safety training video produced by the 
co-op in partnership with Valley Media Works of Eau Claire. The video is nar-
rated by the co-op’s Safety & Compliance Coordinator Ben Bella, who guides 
viewers through demonstrations by ECEC lineworkers showing what can go 
wrong around electricity and what steps can be taken to stay safe. The video 
will be available to any community organizations or first responder groups.
 President & CEO Lynn Thompson responded to member inquiries 
about electric vehicles and high-speed internet service. Regarding the latter, 
Thompson said the co-op is alert to rural high-speed service possibilities but 
must keep the organization’s financial health in mind. He noted an April 27 
event where members can obtain information and even drive an EV.
 Ten names were drawn for $100 bills, and members were served a pork dinner.

Eau	Claire	Energy

they award convention delegates proportionally, whereas the GOP prima-
ries are winner-take-all. That means Democrats could still be fighting each 
other when they arrive at their convention in Milwaukee next July.

 Democrats may gravitate toward another female candidate, Wasserman 
said. Fifty-three of the 62 first-term Democrats elected to Congress last year 
are women, and 70 percent of Democratic voters with a choice in the 2018 
primaries picked the woman, he noted.

Singerhouse announced 16 winners 
of $1,000 scholarships and noted their 
higher educational plans. Fifteen were 
from area high schools and one is a 
non-traditional student.
 Three incumbent directors sought 
re-election; all faced single challengers. 
Ed Hartung and Brian Johnson were 
re-elected. Incumbent Louis Husby 
fell to a challenge from Jeffrey Gasteyer 
of Elmwood. Husby was first elected 
to the board in 2013. Reorganization 
awaits the next regular board meeting.

Wisconsin’s, several by wide margins. 
 ACRE’s top four states, in order, are 
Ohio, with a population of 11.6 mil-
lion; North Carolina, population 10.4 
million; Texas, population 29 million; 
and Florida, population 21.2 million, 
compared with Wisconsin’s 5.8 million.
 Moreover, the secret weapon pro-
pelling Ohio into the top slot appears 
to be an aggressive effort to recruit 

rank-and-file co-op members for ACRE 
membership. The annual report shows 
nearly 6,000 memberships in the “Co-
op Owners” category, contributing an 
average of $26 dollars and accounting 
for 60 percent of the state’s total fund-
raising for the ACRE effort.
 Wisconsin’s ACRE program has 
contributed more than $262,000 to 
state legislative campaigns since 2004.

Elections


