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Russia gaming U.S. energy policies, bipartisan reports say

 The Russian government has 
exploited social media to plant false 
narratives seeking to undermine U.S. 
domestic energy production, says a 
report this month from the House 
Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology.
 Citing “the Kremlin’s energy influ-
ence-peddling operation,” it describes 
Russian entities “deceptively using 
various social and traditional media 
platforms” to spur opposition to U.S. 
domestic energy development and 
resulting additions to global energy 
supplies. 
 The report was authored by ma-

jority Republican committee staff but 
the accusations have been bipartisan. 
The Hill quoted Connecticut Senator 
Richard Blumenthal, a Senate Judi-
ciary Committee Democrat, saying, 
“Russia is continuing to extend its 
digital tentacles into every aspect of 
American life; it is absolutely chill-
ing and profoundly dangerous to our 
future.” 
 The GOP report also referenced 
“voluminous” findings published in 
January by minority staff of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, commis-
sioned by Senator Ben Cardin (D-MD).   
 The Cardin report noted Kremlin 

attempts to co-opt U.S. and European 
environmental activists and indirect 
bankrolling of groups protesting 
energy development. “According to 
NATO officials,” it says, “Russian 
intelligence agencies also reportedly 
provide covert support to European 
environmental groups to campaign 
against fracking for natural gas, there-
by keeping the EU more dependent on 
Russian supplies.” 
 British media last week headlined 
concerns about Russia constraining 
gas exports to Europe as the U.K. 
government asserts its sovereignty 
following suspected Kremlin-directed 
assassinations of Putin-regime oppo-
nents on British soil. The European 
Union depends on Russia for about 
one-third of its gas supply and part of 
that is passed on to Britain.
 The House committee report noted 
January 2017 findings from the Office 
of the Director of National Intelligence 
citing “clear evidence that the Kremlin 
is financing and choreographing anti-
fracking propaganda in the United 
States,” which it said was “likely re-
flective of the Russian Government’s 
concern about the impact of fracking 
and the U.S. natural gas production on 
the global energy market and the po-
tential challenges to [Russian energy 
companies’] profitability.”  
 “Twitter, Facebook, and Insta-
gram,” the report said, “were able to 
identify Russian accounts linked to 
the Internet Research Agency (IRA), 
a Russian company based in Saint 
Petersburg established by the Rus-
sian government for the purpose of 
deceptively using various social and 
traditional media platforms to advance 
Russian propaganda.”   

ROPE bill clears Senate
 A sales tax exemption covering mutual aid activities between electric 
and telecommunications cooperatives won approval in the state Senate 
Tuesday afternoon, the final day of regular-session floor action for the 
2017-18 Legislature. 
 Passage came on a 32-0 roll call vote.
 The action clears the way for the co-op-backed bill to be sent to Gover-
nor Walker’s desk, the proposal having passed the Assembly February 20 
on a bipartisan voice vote.     

No Condenser next week
 Condenser will not be published 
March 30 in observance of Good 
Friday. We will return on April 6. 

Another legislative retirement in co-op country
 State Senator Terry Moulton (R- 
Chippewa Falls) has announced he is 
not seeking re-election this fall. His 
23rd Senate District covers parts of 
several electric co-op service areas 
including those of Barron, Chippewa, 
Clark, Dunn, Eau Claire, Jackson, Riv-
erland, and Taylor.  
 Moulton was first elected to the 

Assembly in 2004 and to the Senate 
in 2010.  
 A one-time employee of Bayfield 
Electric Cooperative, Moulton has 
been supportive of co-op issues and 
authored a WECA-backed bill address-
ing electronic voting revisions. He was 
a 2015 recipient of the Enlightened 
Legislator of the Year Award. 

Waste site licensing revived
 Waste Control Specialists on Tues-
day announced its return to the quest 
for a consolidated, interim storage site 
for high-level waste from U.S. nuclear 
power plants.
 As reported here two weeks ago, 
the Dallas-based company put its 
license application for expansion of 

an existing, low-level west-Texas site 
on hold last April, amid financial dif-
ficulties.   
 Tuesday’s announcement dis-
closed a joint venture with a French 
company, Orano USA, that will seek 
to restart licensing activity before the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
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ANNUAL MEETING ROUNDUP

Jackson Electric
 Jackson Electric Cooperative 
members ratified the district-meeting 
re-elections of three incumbent direc-
tors, during their 2018 annual meeting 
Tuesday evening, March 13, at the 
Lunda Theatre in Black River Falls.
 Confirmed for new terms are Di-
rectors Chris Curran, David Peasley, 
and Brian Huber. Curran was also 
elected vice president, succeeding 
Jerry Huber, for the only change to the 

lineup of board officers. On a related 
issue, Director Dan Smrekar reported 
that an examination of redistricting 
found no need for changes to district 
lines as the existing map ensures equal 
representation of the membership.
 Also unnecessary for 2018: rate 
changes. CEO Kevin Babcock noted 
that rates are adjusted every April and 
neither a rate increase nor a facility 
charge increase is anticipated, adding 
that there have been no rate changes 
since 2012. Babcock pointed out that 

because many budgeted costs came in 
lower than expected, the cooperative 
was able to return $800,000 to mem-
bers in December. 
 Babcock reported that Jackson 
Electric had received a no-lost-time 
award from the Federated Rural Elec-
tric Insurance Exchange, stressing that 
the electric industry is “very unforgiv-
ing” and that building a successful 
safety culture “begins at the board level 
and goes to the newest employee.” 
 Board President Gary Woods 
spoke about the importance of youth 
programs to retain awareness of the 
cooperative’s relevance amid chang-
ing demographics. He said the board 
views youth education as imperative 
to the co-op’s success. 
 Mykayla Wollin, sponsored by 
Jackson Electric for the 2017 Youth 
Leadership Congress and serving as a 
youth ambassador, thanked the mem-
bers, saying the experience has had a 
major effect on her life.
 Vice president Jerry Huber reported 
on the Mike Anderson Memorial Fund 
and presented a $1,000 check to the 
Bolton Refuge House, a facility provid-
ing safe space for Jackson County resi-
dents affected by domestic violence.  

Eau Claire Energy
 MemberSolar, Eau Claire Energy 
Cooperative’s community solar project, 
was fully subscribed with more than 
240 members purchasing shares by 
January of last year, members learned 
at their 2018 annual meeting March 13 
at Eau Claire’s Florian Gardens.    
 Elections brought one new face to 
the board of directors. Frank Neibauer 
was elected without opposition to fill 
the seat vacated by veteran Director Da-
vid Myren.  Director Judith Anibas was 
re-elected over challenger Kenneth 
Holm, and Director Robert Gadwill was 
re-elected running unopposed. Board 
reorganization was set for April 4.
 A major discussion topic was the 
prospect of a widespread shift to elec-
tric cars. Guest speaker Jeff Springer of 
Dairyland Power Cooperative reviewed 
reasons why adoption of electric ve-
hicles has not progressed rapidly. 
 The purchase price is currently too 
high to be competitive among mass-
market consumers; the lack of places to 
recharge batteries; comparatively short 
range even on a full charge; lengthy 
recharging time; cost of battery replace-
ment; and the fact that the technology is 
still too new for a quick shift away from 
conventional vehicles, he explained.
 He estimated that electric vehicles 
would account for 5 to 10 percent of 
sales by about 2022.  
 A serious future challenge for 
electric power providers, he said, will 

Dunn Energy
 About 400 members gathered at the Off Broadway Banquet facility in 
Menomonie Saturday, March 17, for the 81st annual meeting of Dunn En-
ergy Cooperative. 
 The event was highlighted by announcement of results from balloting for 
three seats on the board of directors and an equal number of bylaw changes. 
 Incumbent directors Lee Jensen, Jim Wildner, and Tom Zwiefelhofer 
were re-elected, each outpolling a challenger put forward in January by a 
nominating committee.  
 The bylaw changes, as explained by General Manager Jim Hathaway, 1) 
allow the cooperative to consider use of electronic voting—though current 
intentions are to continue using paper ballots; 2) revise director qualifications 
to extend eligibility to authorized representatives of  class A members, thus 
accommodating, for example, the designated representative of a farm that’s 
a limited liability corporation and not under a single name; and 3) stipulate 
that disputes with members not resolved by negotiation will be subject to 
mediation and, if necessary, arbitration, excluding class action arbitration.  
 Voting margins for adoption of the changes were overwhelming: 555–
227 for electronic voting, 542–232 for director qualifications, and 586–194 
for mediation and arbitration.
 Hathaway also reported that the co-op is in a robust financial condition, 
that the Sun Deck solar project is coming online, that $1.5 million in capital 
credits were returned over the past year, and that a rate increase in 2018 is 
unlikely. Dunn Energy hasn’t increased rates in the past five years, he noted.  
 Looking ahead to planned line upgrades, Hathaway acknowledged that 
underground lines cost more but are less likely to be damaged. He credited 
the employees for the co-op’s strong performance and recognized those in 
the room. 
 Board President Larry Amble also joined in responding to member ques-
tions, many raised by opponents of the by-law changes who were otherwise 
complimentary of the cooperative’s operations.  

be the effect on the grid of surging 
demand if, for example, 20 percent of 
consumers want to recharge their cars 
at the same time. “We’d want to push 
them off-peak,” he said.
 Employees fielded audience ques-
tions including one about the co-op’s 
involvement in expanding Internet 
service in rural areas. CEO Lynn 
Thompson responded that while a 
number of electric co-ops have been 
able to partner with telecommunica-
tions cooperatives, Eau Claire Energy’s 
area is served by an investor-owned 
utility and it would be “risky and dif-
ficult to compete with them.” 


