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Clean Power order delayed; budget tests GOP appetite for cuts

 The Trump administration this 
week disputed that it’s delayed an 
executive order sending power plant 
carbon dioxide restrictions back to 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) for review and possible recon-
sideration, but the order, believed 
imminent since the end of February, 
might come next week at the earliest.  
 Meanwhile, federal agency cuts 
listed in the administration’s budget 
outline released last week are testing 
the resolve of congressional Repub-
licans, some of whom are indicating 
they may shy away from steep funding 
reductions for the EPA and Energy 
Department (DOE).
 The budget outline goes further 
than was suggested by pre-release 
speculation, proposing to cut the EPA’s 
$8.3 billion 2017 budget by 31 percent 
next year and likely causing the agency 
to shed about 3,200 employees.
 When the overall cut was widely 
reported to be about 24 percent, 
Arizona Representative Raúl Grijalva, 
ranking Democrat on the House Natu-
ral Resources Committee, was quoted 
by The Hill saying “If this budget is 
enacted the way [Trump] wants it, 
he’s effectively dealt a very significant 
death blow to the EPA.”
 But if proposed spending reduc-
tions for the EPA and other agencies 
are derailed in Congress, it will be be-

cause Trump’s two-house Republican 
majorities decline to enact them.
 An analysis published Monday 
by Bloomberg Politics pointed out 
that the Obama administration spread 
billions of dollars in EPA contracts to 
congressional districts represented by 
Republicans. Bloomberg quoted David 
Hart of Washington’s Information 
Technology and Innovation Founda-
tion saying, “I think this could lead 
to cross-partisan coalitions to defend 
the spending.” 
 Alongside resistance from mem-
bers of congress whose districts 
benefit, the Bloomberg analysis listed 
publicly traded companies that have 
benefited from federal environmental 
contracts and could be expected to 
act as a business-community constitu-
ency that aggressively defends agency 
spending and would presumably hold 
significant sway over actions by GOP 
lawmakers.
 Twenty-five such companies—
including United Technologies ($172 
million), Exelon Corp. ($25 million), 
and Wisconsin-based Johnson Con-
trols ($68 million)—received more 
than $10 million each last year through 
federal environmental contracts, the 
analysis showed.
 The EPA is not the leader in 
federal spending on environmental 
contracting with the private sector. It 

ranks only 9th, with $122 million last 
year. Leading the pack is the DOE with 
contract expenditures of $2.7 billion.
 Last week, 17 House Republicans 
(none from Wisconsin) introduced a 
resolution (H. Res. 195) calling for legis-
lative action against climate change and 
voiced opposition to proposed DOE 
budget cuts of $1.7 billion (5.6 percent) 
compared with current spending.  

Additional delay for CDL regulation
 The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) this week 
extended the delay of new training requirements for first-time commercial 
driver’s license (CDL) applicants, pushing back the effective date of the regu-
lation at least until May 22. 
 Initially published last December with an effective date of February 6, 
the ‘‘Minimum Training Requirements for Entry-Level Commercial Motor 
Vehicle Operators’’ rule was temporarily blocked by the Trump administra-
tion’s Inauguration-Day order freezing all pending regulations for review 
and possible reconsideration.  
 The first delay had reset the effective date of the regulation to March 
21—this week Tuesday.  But on Tuesday, the FMCSA published notice in the 
Federal Register of the further delay to May 22. The notice did not elaborate 
except to say the additional delay was “necessary to provide the opportu-
nity for further review and consideration of this new regulation,” in keeping 
with the intent of the January 20 freeze.

 Carbon dioxide emissions re-
lated to energy production stayed on 
a flat trajectory for a third consecutive 
year in 2016, at the same time that 
the worldwide economy grew slightly 
more than 3 percent, according to a 
report last Friday from the Interna-
tional Energy Agency.
 The Paris-based agency (IEA) 
is an autonomous organization of 29 
member countries in the Organiza-
tion for Economic Cooperation and 
Development.
 In last Friday’s report, the IEA 
listed several reasons for CO2 emis-
sions leveling off after more or less 
slow but steady growth since 1980. 
Credited were growing generation 
capacity from renewable sources, 
fuel choices shifting from coal to nat-
ural gas, greater energy efficiency, 
and structural changes in the global 
economy.
 Carbon dioxide emissions from 
the energy sector held at 32.1 giga-
tons globally during 2016, the same 
as in the two prior years, while the 
worldwide economy grew 3.1 per-
cent, the IEA said. A more detailed 
examination revealed that the world’s 
two largest energy-consuming na-
tions and CO2 emitters, China and 
the United States reduced their emis-
sions while Europe’s held stable, thus 
absorbing increased emissions from 
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most of the rest of the world.
  The United States was the leader 
in reducing emissions, achieving a 3 
percent cut (160 million tons) side-
by-side with 1.6 percent growth of 
the economy. The IEA credited the 
combination of abundant shale gas 
supplies from hydraulic fracturing and 

renewable generation displacing coal. 
 U.S. coal demand shrank 11 
percent last year while nationwide 
energy-related carbon dioxide emis-
sions reached their lowest level since 
1992, the IEA said.
 China’s emissions declined by 
1 percent while electricity demand 
increased 5.4 percent and the Chi-
nese economy grew 6.7 percent, last 
Friday’s report said.

Eau Claire Energy
 Attendees at the 80th annual meet-
ing of Eau Claire Energy Cooperative 
saw a three-way race to succeed a long-
time director and learned that Dairy-
land Power Cooperative will move 
“full speed ahead” with its addition of 
renewable generation regardless of the 
fate of the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Clean Power Plan. 
 The gathering was held Tuesday 
evening at the Florian Gardens in Eau 
Claire.
 Incumbent Director John Bilder-
back retired from the board after 18 
years’ service. He is succeeded in 
the District 5 seat by Joseph Becker, 
a farmer and custom cropper who 
outpolled Loren Anderson, a former 
line worker and instructor at Chip-
pewa Valley Technical College, and 
real estate agent Charlene Warner.
 Incumbent Thomas Schwartz was 
re-elected to the District 1 seat running 
unopposed, as was incumbent Jeff 
Freiburg in District 8.
 The featured speaker, Dairyland 
Power Cooperative Vice President 
(generation) Rob Palmberg, reviewed 
the generation and transmission co-
operative’s “preferred plan” of diver-
sifying into wind, solar, and natural 
gas-fired generation. 
 He reiterated Dairyland’s plan to 
reduce coal from 70 to 50 percent of 
its generation mix and noted that this 
is being accomplished by acquiring 
new sources of renewable generation. 
These include two wind projects an-
nounced in the past year—the Quilt 
Block Wind Farm near Platteville 
expected in service later this year, 
and an existing facility in Iowa—and 
completion by this fall of the 15 Wis-
consin utility-scale solar projects also 
announced last year.
 Palmberg said Dairyland is also 
examining the prospects of one or two 

more wind projects west of the Missis-
sippi River and anticipates announc-
ing participation in a natural gas-fired 
project by the end of this summer.
 Adding gas-fired generation ca-
pacity, he explained, will allow the 
addition of more intermittent wind 
and solar resources.
 Palmberg announced that Dairy-
land would not be increasing its 

wholesale rates this year.
 In response to a member ques-
tion, Palmberg said the likelihood of 
the Clean Power Plan being dropped 
“takes the pressure off,” but added that 
“We are still moving full speed ahead 
at Dairyland. It just makes sense.”
 Reorganization of the board was to 
take place at the next regular monthly 
meeting.

Jackson Electric
 The 80th annual meeting of Jackson Electric Cooperative took place 
Tuesday evening at the Lunda Theater in Black River Falls. Members in at-
tendance received the news that there will be no increase this year in either 
rates or facility charges, and were surveyed for their opinions on a possible 
future community solar project.
 Board President Gary Woods announced that Jackson Electric will join 
the CoBank membership as a means of broadening the cooperative’s financ-
ing options. CoBank, he noted, is a member of the Farm Credit System and 
serves more than 575 electric distribution co-ops.
 Last December, Woods reported, Jackson Electric retired $400,000 in 
capital credits for people who were active members in 1998, ’99, and part of 
2000. Since the start of capital credit retirements in 1965, he said, the co-op 
has paid back more than $10 million.
 The cooperative’s efforts to build a culture of safety have paid off, 
Woods said, in an average of only nine hours annually in lost time from 
work-related accidents, compared with a statewide average of 60 hours. One 
result has been a savings of more than $100,000 in insurance premiums over 
the eight-year period.
 Members learned that the Coats for Kids program will be the 2017 ben-
eficiary of the annual Mike Anderson Memorial, named for the long-time 
Jackson Electric manager and ACE (Ally of Cooperative Electrification) 
award winner who was employed by the cooperative for 44 years and passed 
away in 2013.
 A member took the floor to thank the cooperative for its rebate program 
covering LED lights. Jackson Electric administers its own energy efficiency 
program providing low-income energy assistance and rebates under Com-
mitment to Community, creating additional incentives for the purchase of 
efficiency-enhancing equipment.
 Incumbent Director Junior Jacobson stepped down from the board and 
received an award honoring his 18 years of service. Members adopted a mo-
tion ratifying the action of previous district meetings to elect Kristi Hanson 
as Jacobson’s successor, and the re-elections of incumbents Jerry Huber and 
Dan Smrekar.
 A reorganization following the annual meeting kept all incumbent board 
officers in their positions. Woods continues as president, Huber as vice 
president, and David Peasley as secretary-treasurer. Jerry Huber continues as 
Jackson’s representative to the Dairyland board.
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