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Wisconsin, other states, rolling “carbon-free” bandwagon 
 Within the past two weeks, legisla-
tion mandating the complete elimina-
tion of carbon dioxide emissions from 
electricity generation has advanced or 
been proposed in seven states includ-
ing Wisconsin.
 Wisconsin joined the list last 
Thursday, when Governor Tony Evers 
presented a two-year budget bill call-
ing for utilities operating within the 
state to be “carbon-free” by 2050. The 
other states making similar moves in 
the past several days include Florida, 
Illinois, Maine, Minnesota, New 
Mexico, and Washington.
 The New Mexico proposal var-
ies modestly in setting an earlier 
deadline—2045—for obtaining “100 
percent carbon-free energy.” That 
matches the deadlines for California 
and Hawaii. The former enacted legis-
lation last year requiring “carbon-free 
electricity” by 2045. The latter has set 

the same timetable for requiring “100 
percent renewable energy.”
 The distinction between “carbon-
free” and “renewable” could be crucial 
if individual legislative proposals 
exclude nuclear generation. Many 
industry observers, including some 
prominently advocating for complete 
decarbonization of the U.S. economy, 
say that goal can’t be achieved without 
a substantial nuclear component. 
 States prescribing “100 percent 
renewable energy” by 2050 include 
Florida, currently receiving power 
from four nuclear units, according to 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s 
(NRC) roster of active plants, and 
Illinois with 11 nuclear units. 
 Evers’ proposal leaves the door 
open for nuclear generation but Wis-
consin has only one plant currently 
operating, the two units at Point Beach 
near Manitowoc, with a rated capacity 

of 1,800 megawatts, according to the 
NRC.
 The Minnesota proposal, an-
nounced Monday by Governor Tim 
Walz, also allows a role for nuclear 
generation. Like Evers’ plan, the Walz 
proposal contains few specifics but 
could prove to be more flexible as it 
leaves utilities to choose how they 
arrive at the ultimate goal. Minnesota 
has three functioning nuclear units.
 Xcel Energy and Minnesota Power 
both expressed at least qualified sup-
port. Reaction to Evers’ proposal was 
more muted. The environmental ac-
tivist organization Clean Wisconsin 
said it was “encouraged” by the plan 
but its reaction to the budget bill had 
more to say about proposed spending 
for clean water initiatives than about 
electric generation.
 It was not yet clear how the propos-
al would fare in the Legislature. Unless 
appropriations of state revenues can 
be shown to be integral components 
of the plan, it could be deleted as a 
non-fiscal policy item. Moreover, there 
was talk last week of the Joint Finance 
Committee basing the budget rewrite it 
will conduct over the next few months 
on the current two-year spending plan 
instead of the new administration’s 
budget bill.

More wind = more wires, analysis shows

 Adding more wind energy capacity leads to increased generation cur-

tailments unless new transmission lines are built to accommodate the new 

generation, a recent analysis concludes.

 The “2019 Sustainable Energy in America Factbook,” released in mid-

February by Bloomberg New Energy Finance, noted that wind “tends to be 

one of the first sources curtailed when transmission congestion occurs, and 
congestion tends to rise as more units are added to the grid without accom-

panying transmission upgrades.”  

 The Factbook said the Midcontinent Independent System Operator 

(MISO) “led the way” last year with six new transmission projects placed in 

service. Three more are scheduled to be placed in service this year across 

the sprawling MISO regional grid, the Factbook said.

 Investor-owned utilities and independent transmission developers 

spent an estimated $21.9 billion on transmission projects in 2017 and the 

number probably climbed even further last year—to $23.7 billion based 

on preliminary estimates including an Edison Electric Institute survey—the 

Factbook said. It projected that transmission spending would slow modestly 

beginning this year but would still be above $20 billion in 2021.

 The Factbook cited integration of renewable generation and congestion 

relief as only two of four factors in the transmission spending boom. The 

others included the need to replace and upgrade aging lines, and planning 

for resiliency in the face of both natural and man-made threats to grid 

integrity. 

 In mainstream media writing 
about rising global temperatures, 
use of the word “unprecedented” is 
almost mandatory. So it’s especially 
amusing when a writer becomes so 
totally engrossed in the mission of 
detecting heat-driven havoc as to spill 
the beans by inadvertently confirming 
that today’s temperatures are…can we 
say precedented, and then some?
 It was in the last decade that we 
first saw articles about receding alpine 
glaciers uncovering things like weap-

Commentary
Reindeer games again



Job market

Prepared weekly and distributed since 
1956 to provide timely information on 
matters pertaining to Wisconsin’s non-
profit, consumer-owned rural electric    
cooperatives. 

Wisconsin Electric
Cooperative Association
222 W. Washington Ave., Suite 680
Madison, WI 53703

(continued from front page) 

Apprentice Lineworkers (2)—Central 

Wisconsin Electric Cooperative (CWEC) 

is looking for two highly motivated team 

members to join its headquarters office 
(10401 Lystul Road, Rosholt, Wiscon-

sin) as full-time apprentice linemen. 

Qualifications: High school diploma and 
valid Class (A) Wisconsin commercial 

driver’s license. Knowledge of electricity, 

general construction techniques, and 

power line construction, as well as a 

degree or certificate from an institution 
specializing in electrical line construc-

tion and maintenance is preferred. 

Applicants must be self-motivated 

with excellent communication skills 

and willingness to work outdoors in all 

weather conditions. Candidates will 

be required to reside within a 15-mile 

radius of the cooperative headquarters. 

Application and job description available 

at www.cwecoop.com or the Rosholt 

office. Email cover letter, resumé and 
completed applications to lori.patoka@

cwecoop.com or send by postal mail 

to the address on the application, by 

Friday, March 29, 2019. CWEC is an 

equal opportunity employer.

President and Chief Executive Offi-
cer–Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services 

(PPCS), Ellsworth, Wisconsin, seeks 

applicants to succeed president and 

CEO planning retirement. PPCS is a 

strong, community-focused electric co-

operative with opportunities to promote 

leadership, integrity, accountability and 

innovation. Qualified candidate must 
be a proven leader and knowledgeable 

in strategic planning, financial man-

agement, budgeting, forecasting, and 

member relations and will have excel-

lent communications and presentation 

skills. Requires Bachelor’s degree in 

relevant field, MBA or MIP graduate 
preferred; five years’ senior manage-

ment experience, electric co-op experi-

ence preferred; 10 years’ progressively 

responsible electric utility experience; 

exceptional interpersonal and team-

building skills; high degree of diplomacy, 

high ethical standards; understanding of 

the cooperative principles; knowledge 

of renewable energy issues and tech-

nologies. Experience with unions and/

or labor negotiations preferred. Experi-

ence working with board of directors 

and diverse  membership  preferred. 

Competitive compensation and ben-

efits. For more information, contact Dan 
Stahl at (608) 233-5491 or dstahl@

hrgroup.com. To apply, email cover 

letter and resumé to Dan Stahl, SPHR, 
Principal, Human Resources Group, 
Inc. at dstahl@hrgroup.com. Deadline 
to apply is April 24, 2019. PPCS is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer and values 

diversity.

Nuke construction, 
tear-down both 
accelerating?
 Construction of two new units at 
Georgia Power’s delay-plagued Vogtle 
nuclear plant is now said to be ahead 
of its much-revised schedule, accord-
ing to the CEO of the parent Southern 
Company. 
 Originally scheduled to be on line 
in 2016, the nation’s only currently ac-
tive nuclear expansion might now be 
operable by April 2021, which would 
be seven months ahead of the current 
schedule. Oglethorpe Power Coopera-
tive is a part owner of the project. 
 In Massachusetts, state officials 
expressed alarm over a plan that could 
see decommissioning of the Pilgrim 
nuclear plant, scheduled for shutdown 
late this spring, completed in eight 
years instead of the anticipated 60.
 Entergy Corp. has proposed selling 
the Pilgrim plant to New Jersey-based 
Holtec International for decommis-
sioning. Holtec owns and operates 
storage facilities for radioactive waste. 
 Massachusetts officials say they 
fear taxpayer exposure if Holtec’s 
contention that the plant’s billion-
dollar decommissioning trust fund 
will cover costs of the project should 
prove incorrect. 

ons, footwear, man-made wooden 
structures, and even whole forests 
far above the current tree line and 
buried in snow and ice for hundreds 
or thousands of years. Fences revealed 
by ice-melt at one site were thought 
to have been placed to channel the 
movements of reindeer and make them 
easier targets for ancient hunters.
 Last week a writer for CNN penned 
the latest version of the story, breath-

Commentary lessly reporting that “Since the scorch-
ing hot summer of 2006,” almost 3,000 
artifacts including a 3,400-year-old 
shoe have re-emerged from glacial ice 
in northern Norway.
 You could be forgiven for thinking 
the big story here is 3,000 pieces of 
evidence that northern Norway was 
bustling with human activity three 
millennia ago and might even have 
been as “scorching hot” as in 2006. 
But of course you’d be mistaken: The 
words “never mind” are not part of the 
CNN writer’s vocabulary. 
 Instead, she churns out 23 para-
graphs of angst over warmer tempera-
tures threatening rapid deterioration 
of archaeological treasures nobody 
would ever have seen, but for warmer 
temperatures.
 An archaeologist is quoted saying 
“We are probably losing a couple of 
whole sites and at least 100 individual 
artifacts in Norway each year…We 
cannot afford as a society to lose such 
parts of our common history.” Except 

that they were lost, have now been 
found, and apparently we’re to deplore 
the relatively modest rise in tempera-
tures that enabled their recovery.
 This almost comical lack of self-
awareness seems to be shared widely 
among promoters of mislabeled cli-
mate policies that have little to do 
with climate. Last week a Madison 
lobbying group spokeswoman issued 
a sanctimonious statement contain-
ing the phrase “harmful fossil fuels.” 
We wondered: Has it occurred to this 
mastermind that if she’d had her way 
and fossil fuels were prohibited, she 
might well have died six weeks ago 
from hypothermia?  
 For reasons probably best probed 
in studies of metaphysics and theol-
ogy, the developed world has almost 
eagerly put itself on a path toward what 
could become the costliest obsession 
in all human history. Contradictory 
stories tossed up willy-nilly to speed 
the journey ought to make us think 
twice.      


