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Regulators mostly preserve “Focus” status quo 

 Wisconsin’s Public Service Com-
mission voted 3–0 last Thursday to 
keep the Focus on Energy program’s 
emphasis on containing total state-
wide energy consumption rather than 
shift it to reducing peak demand, a 
change sought by advocacy groups 
such as the Citizens Utility Board.
 State law requires the regulatory 
panel to review the program at least 
every four years, and it may order 
changes in priorities aimed at serv-
ing the goal of moderating growth of 
electricity and natural gas demand and 
ensuring efficiency.
 The commission (PSC) also 
declined to increase Focus funding 
for renewable energy—such as solar, 
biofuel, small wind, and geothermal 
projects—keeping the designated 
expenditures at $5.5 million annually, 
or $22 million over the next four 
years. That amount will probably 
represent a little less than one-fourth 
of the program’s total spending, 
the bulk of which goes to subsidize 
consumers retiring old equipment and 

appliances for more energy-efficient 
replacements. 
 Program-wide Focus on Energy 
funding is established not by the PSC 
but by state law, which requires regu-
lated utilities to contribute an amount 
equivalent to 1.2 percent of annual 
operating revenues derived from sales. 
That formula has been generating 

Wind farm start date pushed back

 Still entangled in litigation by local opponents, developers have delayed 
their target date for beginning construction of the proposed Highland Wind 
Farm in St. Croix County by a year.
 At the end of April, Texas-based Leeward Renewable Energy filed its 
first quarterly progress report for 2018 and cited 2020 as its target date, “the 
year in which all facilities will be placed in service and the anticipated 
project in-service date.” The final 2017 report, filed with the Public Service 
Commission (PSC) in January, gave a target date of 2019.  
 Profitability of the project will presumably be affected. Starting con-
struction after 2019 means losing the ability to claim a one-time investment 
tax credit in lieu of kilowatt-hour subsidies, and the subsidies (the “produc-
tion tax credit”), set at 0.023 cents per kilowatt-hour for facilities beginning 
construction prior to January 1 this year, are reduced by 20 percent for each 
subsequent year under 2017 federal legislation. The subsidies remain pay-
able for 10 years from the year a project begins operation.
 In 2013, reversing its prior denial of a Certificate of Public Convenience 
and Necessity for the project, the PSC added a requirement for quarterly 
progress reports from the developers. Leeward acquired the project 18 
months ago from Emerging Energies of Wisconsin, which had initially pro-
posed the facility in 2011.
 In addition to the time required for MISO generation interconnect stud-
ies and securing a power purchase agreement, the latest report lists “peti-
tions and motions currently before the Circuit Court of St. Croix County” 
and any subsequent appeals as factors in the delay. 

 Tim Heinrich, most recently 
employed in customer relations with 
Alliant Energy, has been named the 
new executive director of the Mu-
nicipal Electric Utilities of Wisconsin 
(MEUW), the organization’s board has 
announced.
 The executive director is the CEO 
of MEUW. Heinrich assumed his new 
duties last Monday. He is a Muskego 
native with 25 years of experience 
in the utility industry, specializing 
in corporate communications, com-
munity affairs, and customer service 
operations.
 The Sun Prairie-based organiza-
tion provides a variety of services to 
the 81 municipal utilities that distrib-
ute approximately 11 percent of the 
electricity consumed in Wisconsin.

Munis name new 
executive director

U.P. transmission reconnected
 Submarine transmission lines 
linking the Upper Peninsula with 
lower Michigan have been recon-
nected, a month after the American 
Transmission Company (ATC) took 
what it called “the unprecedented 
step” of shutting down the lines 
under the Straits of Mackinac when 
they tripped off April 1, damaged in 
an incident that remains under Coast 
Guard investigation.    
 Two cables, one in each of two, 
three-cable circuits, were damaged, 

approximately $90 million annually 
for the program, a figure that’s not 
expected to change substantially in 
the near future.
 Participating cooperatives and 
municipal utilities follow a separate 
funding formula that requires collec-
tion of consumer fees averaging $8 per 
meter per year.

possibly by vessel activity, and were 
decommissioned when found to be 
releasing dielectric insulating fluid, 
ATC said. 
 ATC reconfigured undamaged 
cables to create a single new circuit 
across the Straits and placed it in oper-
ation last Tuesday. An ATC statement 
issued Monday called the connection 
“essential for reliability for the eastern 
U.P. and the northern portion of lower 
Michigan.” 
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False witnesses?
Claim: Regulatory hearing rigged 
 Faith in the legitimacy of public comment in regulatory proceedings 
took another hit last week. 
 Earlier this spring, the New Orleans City Council voted 6–1 to permit 
Entergy Corp. to build a new gas-fired power plant in the city. Last Friday 
The Lens, which describes itself as a “public-interest newsroom,” published 
a heavily detailed report that an earlier council hearing on the Entergy pro-
posal had been manipulated by actors paid to present canned testimony and 
demonstrate support for the project.
 About 50 people were said to be involved, a tiny number compared with 
hundreds of thousands of fraudulent public comments posted in federal 
regulatory proceedings but a fresh example of a distinct technique by which 
vested interests aim to surreptitiously tilt decisions by government bureau-
cracies in their own favor. (See “Whose line is it, anyway?” in Wisconsin 
Energy Cooperative News, February 2018.)
 Entergy says it had nothing to do with the scam, in which actors were 
allegedly paid $60 to wear orange T-shirts indicating support for the plant 
and $200 to read prepared testimony in the hearing. On Wednesday, the 
company issued a statement saying it had neither authorized nor directed 
anyone to pay individuals to pay people to appear at council meetings, and 
that it was nearing completion of an internal investigation.  
 Three days earlier, Entergy promised “swift and appropriate action” if it 
finds involvement by “anyone retained by the company.”
 Unlike falsely posting comments to an agency under another person’s 
name—a felony—the manipulation of the Entergy approval proceedings 
doesn’t appear to be illegal. The Lens noted that Louisiana lobbying laws 
tend to cover only payments directly involving public officials.
 The Lens reported that paid participants were asked to sign nondisclo-
sure agreements with a consulting firm, but could find no evidence that a 
firm with the name given existed.

April brought 
record cold
 Last month was the coldest April 
for Wisconsin in records dating back 
to 1895, the earliest year of compre-
hensive, 48-state temperature data 
maintained by the federal govern-
ment. 
 Iowa also experienced its cold-
est April in the 124-year record, as 
did much of Minnesota and parts 
of Illinois, South Dakota, Nebraska, 
Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma, Texas, 
and Arkansas, according to data re-
leased Tuesday by the National Cen-
ters for Environmental Information, a 
division of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
 The average April temperature 
for the contiguous 48 states was 2.2 
degrees (Fahrenheit) below the 20th 
century average, and though the 
January–April temperature was 0.7 
degrees above average, it remained 
the coldest beginning of a year since 
2014. “Below-average temperatures 
were observed from the Rockies to 
the East Coast,” the report noted, 
while temperatures west of the 
Rockies were near or slightly above 
average, with much-above average 
warmth in the desert Southwest. 
 Meanwhile, data compiled from 
NOAA and NASA satellite measure-
ments indicated in January that 2017 
had been the third warmest year 
since satellite observations began 
in 1978. Over the 39-year satellite 
record, average temperatures for 
the 48 contiguous states rose 1.25 
degrees Fahrenheit, according to 
the report from the University of 
Alabama-Huntsville (UAH), where 
the satellite program is housed.   
 In February, the UAH satellite 
program reported that since 1978, 
global average temperatures had 
increased at a rate of 0.13 degrees, 
Celsius, per decade, the equivalent of 
2.34 degrees Fahrenheit per century.

 With a large bipartisan majority, the 
House of Representatives late Thurs-
day morning approved a bill reviving 
licensing activity for the Yucca Moun-
tain repository to permanently store 
high-level nuclear waste in Nevada. 
 Sponsored by Representative John 
Shimkus (R-IL) and 108 co-sponsors, 
H.R. 3053 passed on a 340–72 roll call. 
Co-sponsors include Wisconsin Rep-
resentatives Duffy, Gallagher, Groth-
man, and Kind. The only Wisconsin 
member voting against the proposal 
was Rep. Mark Pocan. 
 Introduced last June, the bill still 
needs Senate approval.
 In addition to restarting the licens-

House approves Yucca restart

 Reliability during the past month 
was maintained through coordination 
with the Midcontinent Independent 
System Operator (MISO) and the Mid-
west Reliability Organization, despite 
there being no electrical connection 
between the Upper Peninsula and 
lower Michigan, ATC said. 

ing of Yucca Mountain, H.R. 3053 di-
rects the Department of Energy (DOE) 
to initiate a program to consolidate and 
temporarily store spent commercial 
nuclear fuel during the time needed to 
complete Yucca Mountain’s regulatory 
approval and construction, which was 
close to completion when the project 
was defunded in 2011. 
 The bill also addresses the accu-
mulation in the Nuclear Waste Fund 
of fees paid ultimately by ratepayers 
for creation of the stalled repository.  It 
suspends collection of the fees until a 
final decision has been made on com-
pletion of the facility, and afterward, 
prohibits collection in any fiscal year 
of fees exceeding 90 percent of the 
repository-related appropriations for 
that same fiscal year.   
 Private companies in New Jersey 
and Texas are in the midst of licensing 
activity for temporary storage sites in 
west Texas and eastern New Mexico. 
Wisconsin is one of 39 states where 
spent fuel is currently being held at 
or near power plant sites as it awaits 
transfer to the repository that under 
federal law is now 20 years past due. 
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