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Committee preserves stray voltage program
 State-based stray voltage services 
threatened with elimination under 
the Walker administration’s budget 
plan won a unanimous, bi-partisan 
reprieve Thursday, as the Legislature’s 
budget-writing Joint Finance Com-
mittee voted 16–0 to retain relevant 
staff positions at the Public Service 
Commission (PSC) and Department 
of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer 
Protection (DATCP). 
 The action restores one position 
at the PSC and one veterinarian posi-
tion at DATCP, in addition to a partial 
DATCP administrative and staffing 
position.
 Had the programs been eliminat-
ed—a possibility that remains alive 
through amendments in either house 
or a partial veto after the budget is 
passed—there would have been no 
direct effect on state finances, as the 
funding is obtained through program 

revenue, not from the state’s general 
fund. 
 The Wisconsin Electric Coop-
erative Association and Wisconsin 
Utilities Association pointed that out 
in a joint memo circulated to Finance 
Committee members last Thursday, 
noting that a vote to support the 
organizations’ preferred alternative 
would delete vacant positions and 
their funding while continuing to 
fund the rescued positions with PSC 
assessments on electric co-ops and 
regulated utilities.   
 The memo noted that the program 
provides an objective intermediary 
between a farmer and power provider 
and suggests ways of correcting farm 
electrical problems, in addition to 
“saving millions in potential law-
suits” by confirming that utilities have 
followed correct stray voltage testing 
procedures. 

Wind farm 
plans detailed
 Public Service Commission 

(PSC) approval of the Highland Wind 

Farm in 2013 included a requirement 

that the developers file quarterly 
progress reports on the project, but 

those were never detailed in terms 

of describing planned time frames 

for completion—somewhat under-

standably, with local opponents in St. 
Croix County continuing to pursue 
litigation.
 Reports filed with the PSC sim-

ply stated that dates for beginning 
construction or bringing the project 

on line were “difficult to predict.” 
 But a quarterly progress report 
filed with the Commission last Mon-

day, the first filed by the project’s 
new owners, Texas-based Leeward 

Renewable Energy, was specific 
and detailed, within limits of the few 

factors that remain unknowable.
 Leeward told the PSC the be-

ginning of construction at the sites 

in the Towns of Forest and Cylon will 
be subject to three conditions: “the 

timeline associated with the MISO 
generation interconnect studies 

which Leeward expects to begin in 

spring 2017; the outcome of peti-

tions and motions currently before 
the Circuit Court of St. Croix County, 
including any subsequent appeals 
thereto; and Leeward’s progress in 
securing a power purchase agree-

ment for the project’s generation 
output.”
 The filing reiterated that the new 
developers anticipate taking more 

than a year to resolve those factors 
and place the project in operation.
 “Although difficult to determine 
with specificity at this time, Lee-

ward is targeting 2019 for start of 

construction, the year in which all 
facilities will be placed in service and 

the anticipated project in-service 

date,” the filing said. 

Paris decision: May? June?
 It grew harder to tell this week whether the controlling factor is media 
hype or Trump administration hesitance to make the call, but a decision on 
the United States remaining in or getting out of the December 2015 Paris cli-
mate agreement now looks likely to be delayed at least until the end of May.
 For two consecutive weeks, scheduled meetings on the subject between 
White House advisers and cabinet officials were postponed and reportedly 
set for rescheduling. On Tuesday—the same day another meeting was post-
poned—the White House announced that a decision would not be made 
until after the G-7 summit (including, along with the U.S., Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, and the European Union) in Italy May 26 and 27.
 Key contested issues in the decision involve the potential that interests 
hoping to persuade federal courts to reject the dismantling of Obama climate 
regulations will use the Paris agreement to argue the U.S. is legally bound to 
carry out its prescribed emission reductions.
 Opponents of both the Paris agreement and the regulations have suggest-
ed submitting the Paris accord for U.S. Senate ratification, hoping it would 
be rejected and thus disposed of. But there is no prospect of the Paris agree-
ment being shot down on a 97–0 vote as the Kyoto Protocol was in a Clinton-
era advisory resolution, and how many Senate Republicans might vote in 
favor of the Obama-negotiated deal is an open question. 
 Media coverage has consisted mainly of repeating the spin employed by 
one side or another to influence the ultimate decision, with little attention 
given to individual countries or groups of nations backing away from Paris 
commitments and potentially rendering U.S. participation irrelevant. [See 
“Everybody loves Paris” in the upcoming June edition of Wisconsin Energy 
Cooperative News.]  
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FERC nominations 

still waiting

 Despite media buzz earlier in 

the week over nominations to fill at 
least two Federal Energy Regula-

tory Commission vacancies, by 
press time for today’s Condenser, 
no formal notice had been received 

by the relevant Senate committee 
and no confirmation hearings had 
been scheduled.  
 A staffer for Senate Energy 
Chair Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) told an 
online news service hearings would 

be scheduled as soon as relevant 

paperwork reached the committee.
 At the beginning of the week, 

the Trump administration reiterated 

its intention to nominate Mitch Mc-

Connell (R-KY) staffer and former 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 

Association lobbyist Neal Chatter-
jee, and Pennsylvania Public Utility 
Commissioner Robert Powelson to 

fill two of what within weeks could 
become four vacancies on the five-
member commission.   
 The two nominations had been 

strongly hinted as early as February.

NEI presses Yucca, interim storage plans
 In keeping with past positions, 
the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) has 
been lobbying for completion of the 
Yucca Mountain spent nuclear fuel 
repository, also pressing its case late 
last month for regulatory approval of 
interim storage facilities and taking a 
shot at budgeting practices of the past 
administration.
 In testimony before a congres-
sional budget panel last week, the 
organization took a more conciliatory 
posture.
 In a letter April 21 to Energy 
Secretary Rick Perry and Office of 
Management and Budget director 
Mick Mulvaney, NEI President Maria 
Korsnick criticized the role of “par-
tisan politics” in thwarting viable 
management of spent power plant 
fuel. She also called for “an end” to 
“the misleading budget tactics of the 
previous administration.”
 Korsnick wrote that after cut-
ting off funds for Yucca Mountain 
development in 2010, the Obama 
administration continued collecting 
utility payments into the Nuclear 
Waste Fund until stopped by a 2013 
federal court order. And after notify-

ing Congress in 2014 that the collec-
tions had ceased, Korsnick added, the 
administration continued budgeting 
$350 million annually, knowing the 
fees wouldn’t be received.
 “A clear reading of the court deci-
sion indicates that there is no basis to 
budget for collection of the annual fees 
if there are no funds currently appro-
priated to implement any program,” 
she wrote. 
 The industry has paid more than 
$20 billion into the Nuclear Waste 
Fund, its balance exceeds $38 billion, 
and $1.5 billion in interest accrues 
annually, Korsnick wrote, calling for 
funds to complete Yucca Mountain 
licensing. She added that “Interim 
storage is necessary given the length 
of time a final repository will take to 
construct.”  
 Appearing 12 days later before a 
House Appropriations subcommittee, 
Korsnick was much gentler, leaving 
interim facilities unmentioned and 
continuing to request renewed fund-
ing for Yucca Mountain.   
 Her wider-ranging testimony last 
Wednesday before the Energy and 
Water Development Subcommittee of 
the House Appropriations Committee 
called on Congress to “restructure the 
funding and spending mechanisms for 
the Nuclear Waste Fund to provide the 
necessary certainty to implement the 
program,” adding that “Such action is 
essential to ensuring that the federal 
government can meet its statutory and 
contractual commitments.”

Yucca licensing said 
in Trump budget

 Although the Trump administra-
tion indicated earlier it planned to 
resume funding Yucca Mountain next 
year, The Wall Street Journal reported 
Tuesday that the budget currently be-
ing assembled includes $120 million 
to continue licensing activities for the 
facility.
 The move sets up a renewed battle 
between state and federal govern-
ments. During the preceding weekend, 
Nevada officials approved more than 
$7 million for state-agency spending to 
fight the federal government in court 
over siting the partially completed 
facility. 

EPA to recruit new science advisers
 About half the current members 
of the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s science advisory board 
(SAB)—those nearing completion of 
their terms—will be replaced when 
the three-year stints expire, the Wash-
ington Post reported last Sunday.
 Long-term tenure on the SAB has 
been a bone of contention between the 
agency (EPA) and some of its congres-
sional critics. Sunday’s Post reported 
that both the EPA and the Interior 
Department were “overhauling a slew 
of outside advisory boards that inform 
how their agencies assess the science 

underpinning federal policies.” 
 But the term “outside” points 
squarely at a controversy that undoubt-
edly figures in the reported overhaul. 
Legislation that won committee en-
dorsement in March would limit the 
EPA’s ability to appoint advisors with 
whom it has a financial relationship.
 The agency’s history has been to 
re-appoint SAB members on complet-
ing their terms and, critics argue, to 
select appointees from among EPA 
research grant recipients in an effort to 
line up support for the agency’s policy 
preferences.  
 For example, federal court docu-
ments reviewed by Condenser in 
March cite EPA records confirming 
that of 26 SAB panel members re-
viewing the agency’s proposed fine 
particulate (pm 2.5) standards, 24 were 
recipients of EPA grants valued at a 
combined $191 million. 
 Sunday’s Post reported that no 
SAB member is being removed before 
his term expires, and all those not be-
ing reappointed are free to reapply for 
the positions.


