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DOE keeps trying on coal

 Rebuffed by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission last year in 
a request for market rules to preserve 
coal-fired electric generation, the Ener-
gy Department (DOE) last week issued 
a request for information advancing a 
program to design, build, and operate a 
small, modular coal-fired power plant 
within the next seven years.
 “The pilot plant and commercial 
offering does not have to capture and 
store carbon dioxide, but must be car-
bon capture ready,” the DOE said in 
a published notice of the information 
request, which the department said 
is aimed at “power generation equip-
ment manufacturers, utilities, power 

plant architect-engineers, and other 
stakeholders.”
 Once designed and built, the 
notice said, the pilot plant “will be 
used as the basis for scaling up to a 
commercial offering that is highly 
efficient (40 percent or greater higher 
heating value), modular (unit sizes of 
approximately 50 to 350 MW), and 
economical for both international and 
domestic power generation.”
 The DOE set its deadline for re-
sponses at June 8, one month after 
issuance of the notice. 
 Despite rising numbers of coal 
retirements driven by low-priced natu-
ral gas and regulatory constraints, the 
DOE’s announcement characterized 
small, modular coal as “plants of the 
future.”
 An article last Thursday in 
POWER Magazine noted the nuclear 
industry’s development of small, 
modular reactors “in an effort to reduce 
the complexity of producing nuclear 
power.”
 “It’s not clear whether a modular 
approach would help a coal plant, 
which does not have the same level 
of complexity as a nuclear facility,” 
the article said, “but that’s apparently 
at least partly what the DOE wants to 
learn.”

 The Wisconsin Electric Coop-

erative Association (WECA) board 

on Tuesday approved a resolution 

to amend the organization’s articles 

of incorporation and bylaws so that 

East Central Energy’s membership 

status will no longer be in doubt. 

 The documents specify that to 

be a WECA member, an organiza-

tion must be incorporated under 

Chapter 185 of the Wisconsin 

Statutes. The Braham, Minnesota-

based East Central is organized 

under Minnesota co-op law, making 

it technically ineligible for WECA 

membership even though it’s been 

considered a member since its 2003 

merger with Superior, Wisconsin-

based Head of the Lakes Electric 

Cooperative.

 In the weeks prior to Tuesday’s 

board meeting, all 25 WECA mem-

ber co-ops signed off on resolutions 

consenting to revision of the articles 

and bylaws and directing the board 

to take all necessary actions to 

render the amended documents 

effective, thus avoiding the need 

for a special membership meeting.   

Membership glitch 

resolved

Brooks leaving 

Assembly

 State Representative Ed Brooks 
(R-Reedsburg) announced Tuesday 
he will not seek re-election this fall, 
citing health reasons. 
 A dairy farmer with multi-decade 
service in cooperative governance, 
Brooks was a 2014 recipient of the 
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative As-
sociation’s Enlightened Legislator of 
the Year Award.
 Tuesday’s announcement identi-
fied health considerations as “the de-
termining factor” in Brooks’ decision 
to leave the Legislature after five, two-
year terms, citing the need to “main-
tain control over the leukemia that he 
battled into remission last year.” 
 “I have so many people I’d like to 
thank, but especially those closest to 
me, my wife Barb, my children and 
grandchildren, have all played an 
important role in making my time in 
the Legislature possible,” Brooks said 
in a prepared statement. “For us, this 
has always been a family affair.”
 In the current term, Brooks chairs 
the Assembly Committee on Local 
Government, previously the Urban 

California warned on solar mandate

 Hours before the California Energy 
Commission voted last Wednesday to 
adopt a new efficiency code mandat-
ing that as of 2020 every new home 
built in the state must be equipped 
with solar panels, a leading energy 
analyst warned that the policy will 
not be cost effective and will force 
electricity consumers who don’t have 
solar generation to subsidize those 
who do. 
 Severin Borenstein, an economics 
professor at the U-C Berkeley Haas 
School of Business, urged rejection 
of the mandate, telling a member of 

the commission the “vast majority” of 
energy economists regard rooftop soar 
as “a much more expensive way to 
move towards renewable energy than 
larger solar and wind installations.”
 In an email to Commissioner 
Robert Weisenmiller, Borenstein wrote 
that the commission’s claim of a result-
ing $1.7 billion saving on household 
energy bills rests on “electricity rates 
that are far above the actual cost of 
providing incremental energy, so 
[they] embody a large cross subsidy 
from other ratepayers.”
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ANNUAL MEETING ROUNDUP
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Adams-Columbia

 The 31st annual meeting of 
Adams-Columbia Electric Coopera-
tive drew almost 200 members to the 
Portage High School Auditorium Tues-
day evening, May 15. They sent one 
new director to the board, honored a 
retiree’s service, and rejected advisory 
resolutions. 
 Incumbent Director Gene Alex-
ander was re-elected over challenger 
Michael Reuteman, a bank manager in 
Adams. Incumbent Cheri Gibeaut was 
re-elected without opposition.
 Director Scott Parr stepped down 
from his at-large position and a three-
way contest to succeed him included 
retail store manager Barbara Bays-
Presley, retired water utility finance 
director James Kelly, and retired elec-
trical engineer Dietrich Vedder, who 
emerged the winner. 
 Consistently an active participant 
in the co-op’s annual meetings, Ved-
der also brought before the members 
three resolutions urging the board to 
return annual meetings to Saturdays; 
to submit at least one decision or ac-
tion to the membership each year for 

approval at the annual meeting; and to 
adopt a measure limiting directors to 
four, three-year terms. All three were 
voted down by the members present.
 A joint annual report from CEO 
Jay Porter and Board Chairman Kendal 
Nichols noted a 5 percent increase 
in kilowatt-hour sales and 4 percent 
growth of operating revenues. More 
than $1.9 million in patronage capi-
tal was returned to current and past 
members last year.
 Nichols presented a citation to 
Parr in recognition of his 13 years’ 
service as a director.
 Members also viewed a video re-
porting on Wisconsin co-ops’ role in 
last fall’s Florida hurricane relief, and 
heard from WECA Director of News 
and Communication Dave Hoopman 
with an analysis of the nation’s angry 
political landscape and prospects for 
future improvement.
 Reorganization immediately fol-
lowing the annual meeting kept the 
lineup of board officers largely intact. 
Nichols continues as chairman; Law-
rence Becker, vice chairman; and Gi-
beaut, secretary. Scott Link was elected 
to succeed Scott Parr as treasurer.  

Regulatory fakery unraveled: Entergy Corp.

 Entergy Corp. says it’s completed 
an internal investigation into the latest 
reported attempt to influence a govern-
ment regulatory proceeding through 
trickery. 
 Noted here last week was the use 
of actors making paid appearances at 
a regulatory hearing and testifying in 
support of a proposed Entergy power 
plant, a tactic with which Entergy im-
mediately denied any connection.

 Now the company says it con-
tracted with a public affairs firm called 
The Hawthorn Group to organize 
grassroots support for the project at 
two public hearings, and that the 
Hawthorn Group went on to engage a 
subcontractor that calls itself Crowds 
on Demand. 
 The Hawthorn Group is an inter-
national firm headquartered in the 
Washington, D.C., area that styles itself 
“masters of the art of advocacy.” As of 
Wednesday Crowds on Demand, based 
in Los Angeles, had on its website the 
statement that “If you need to hire pro-
testers, we can get a crowd on the street, 
sometimes within 24 hours time.” 
 It was Crowds on Demand, Entergy 
says, that recruited and paid people to 
appear and present testimony at the 
hearings. 
 Announcing the conclusion of its 
investigation, Entergy said subcon-
tracting with Crowds on Demand was 
done without Entergy’s knowledge 
and that The Hawthorn Group admit-
ted the action violated its contract with 
Entergy.
 Entergy specified the distinction 

 Borenstein objected that he and 
other energy economists “just became 
aware of this proposal” and asked 
unsuccessfully for a delay “until inde-
pendent analysis from energy experts 
can be made part of the record.”  
 On the opposite coast, a same-day 
story in MIT Technology Review called 
California’s “feel-good” code change 
“questionable public policy for cut-
ting greenhouse-gas emissions.” The 
article noted a report saying averaged 
over their lifetime, residential solar 
systems cost more than twice as much 
per kilowatt-hour than utility-scale 
solar. 
 The MIT article also noted that 
California has already added so much 
solar generation, on very sunny days 
it can push power prices into negative 
territory, jeopardizing the economic 
viability of dispatchable power plants 
the renewables still need for backup.
  MIT quoted Borenstein saying, 
“By demonstrating a very expensive 
way to reduce greenhouse gases, I 
think this could very likely be used 
in other states and countries as an 
argument against moving toward re-
newable energy.”
 California earlier mandated ob-
taining 50 percent of the state’s en-
ergy usage from renewables by 2030. 
The new efficiency code still needs 
approval from the state’s Building 
Standards Commission.

and Local Affairs Committee. He is a 
founding member of the Rural Wiscon-
sin Initiative, which seeks to bridge 
gaps between urban and rural areas 
in education, health care, technology, 
and the workforce.  
 WECA Government Relations 
Director Beata Wierzba said Brooks 
consistently advocated within his cau-
cus for legislation benefiting electric 
cooperatives and was instrumental in 
the enactment of legislation applying 
a “sound science” standard in stray 
voltage litigation.  

between its contract calling for Haw-
thorn to mobilize about 100 supporters 
at the two hearings, up to 20 of whom 
would testify, and an arrangement for 
those participants to be paid for their 
efforts to influence the proceedings.
 The company said it placed both 
The Hawthorn Group and Crowds on 
Demand on a “do not hire” list, and 
Hawthorn’s fees would be refunded to 
Entergy and donated to charity.
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