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Prompted by Congress, regulators eye PURPA overhaul

 The growing share of renewables 
in the U.S. electric generation mix 
spurred the Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission last week to restart 
its 2016 review of the 40-year-old law 
that made the purchase of wind and 
solar energy compulsory for power 
providers, a mandate that remains in 
effect for much of the nation today.
 The commission (FERC) altered its 
regulations in 2006 after recognizing 
that the Midcontinent Independent 

System Operator (MISO) and three 
other regional grid operators offered 
wholesale market access sufficient to 
free power providers from mandatory 
purchase obligations.  
 But last Thursday FERC respond-
ed to movement on two fronts from 
other parts of the country.
 In November 2017, legislation 
amending the Public Utility Regula-
tory Policies Act of 1978 (PURPA) 
was introduced in the House of Rep-
resentatives. The following month, the 
National Association of Regulatory 
Utility Commissioners made a written 
request to the FERC, seeking support 
for changes along the lines of those 
prescribed in the legislation.
 The bill (H.R. 4476) has been mov-
ing slowly through committee review, 
but two weeks ago a pair of senators 
introduced an identical companion 
bill and in a public meeting last Thurs-
day, FERC Chairman Kevin McIntyre 
said a 2016 technical conference on 
PURPA reform would be reopened. 
 The regulatory panel has not indi-
cated reluctance to revise the ways it 
carries out the law, though substantive 

ACE Award 

nominations open

 The search is officially underway 
for this year’s recipient of the Wiscon-
sin Electric Cooperative Association’s 
highest honor, as nominations for the 
2018 Ally of Cooperative Electrifica-
tion (ACE) Award opened Tuesday. 
 Any living person in Wisconsin 
is eligible for nomination based on 
exceptional service to the cooperative 
electrification program in this state, 
though qualifying service may have 
been performed at the local, state, or 
national level. The award seeks to 
recognize outstanding service above 
and beyond the routine performance 
of duty.
 Anyone may submit a nomination. 
The official application form must be 
used and can be downloaded at http://
www.weca.coop/  or obtained by con-
tacting Wendy Fassbind by phone at 
608-647-4589 or wendy@weca.coop. 
To ensure full and fair consideration, 
a detailed description of the nominee’s 
service is required and individual 
letters supporting the nomination are 
highly recommended. A confidential 
selection committee will be appointed 
to review all nominations received.
 The deadline for delivery of 
nominations to the WECA offices in 
Madison is Friday, August 24. The 
award will be presented during the 
WECA annual meeting this November 
in Onalaska.  

changes to its requirements would call 
for congressional action.
 Last November’s correspondence 
from the national association (NA-
RUC, made up of state-level utility 
regulators) took note of former FERC 
Acting Chairman Neal Chatterjee’s 
interest in PURPA reform and spelled 
out a list of four suggested changes to 
the law that track closely with those 
in the proposed legislation.
 One change would do away with 
administratively determined avoided 
costs as the basis for compensating 
renewable providers, substituting com-
petitive solicitations or market-clearing 
prices. Utilities and others have com-
plained that the current pricing method 
awards wind and solar producers 
higher prices than the market rates paid 
to other generation sources.
 A statement issued by the authors 
of the Senate legislation (John Bar-
rasso, R-WY and James Risch, R-ID) 
quoted National Rural Electric Coop-
erative Association CEO Jim Matheson 
saying PURPA is “outdated and drives 
up the cost of electricity by imposing 

Youth Congress reminder
 One month remains for arrangement of cooperative sponsorships and 
registration of participants in the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion’s Youth Leadership Congress for 2018.
 The 55th annual event will be held Wednesday through Friday July 
25–27 at the University of Wisconsin-River Falls.
 The centerpiece of the statewide electric co-op organization’s education-
al programming, the congress (YLC) helps build appreciation for cooperative 
business principles among high school students. Many YLC participants 
have gone on to become co-op leaders since the first congress, held in 1963. 
 With an eye toward cultivating prospects for future co-op careers among 
today’s students, this year’s program will introduce a new feature with co-
operative employees presenting a panel discussion and describing their job 
responsibilities.
 Last year’s YLC drew more than 120 students sponsored by 17 coopera-
tives statewide. Co-ops that haven’t already arranged sponsorships and wish 
to do so can obtain more information including assistance in identifying po-
tential student participants by contacting agriculture teachers in their local 
school districts.
 Inquiries about the event should be directed to Executive Assistant and 
Youth Coordinator Tina Walden at 608-467-4599 or tina@weca.coop.  
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ANNUAL MEETING ROUNDUP

Central Wisconsin Electric
 Thwarted by heavy snowfall April 
14, the rescheduled 80th annual meet-
ing of Central Wisconsin Electric Co-
operative attracted 220 members and 
guests to Rosholt High School Tuesday 
evening. 
 Two incumbent directors, An-
thony Buss, Jr., and Leonard Oppor, 
were re-elected without opposition.
 Staff members reported co-op 
activities. Operations VP Kevin Kurtz-
weil said crews are marking pads and 
transformers with reflective tape for 
better night visibility, inspecting for 
hazards such as faulty meters and 
low-hanging wires, and clearing road 
obstacles before reconnecting lines 
during outages, enhancing safety. 
 Member Services VP Brenda 
Mazemke noted Central Wisconsin’s 
community engagement, mentioning 
safety demonstrations for local fourth-
graders, sponsorship of seven students 
for the upcoming Youth Leadership 
Congress, participation in school ca-
reer days and reality days, installation 
of historical markers at the original 
1937 headquarters and the first ener-
gized farm, numerous scholarships, 
and other activities.
 Lila Shower, VP of accounting and 

finance, reported more than $227,000 
in capital credits repaid during 2017, 
bringing the total since 1988 to $4.6 
million. 
 Board Chairman Buss cited con-
tinuing evaluations to improve safety 
planning, and credited Central Wis-
consin crews’ help restoring power 
for storm-damaged co-ops in Florida 
and Michigan this past year.
 CEO Mike Wade explained the 
cooperative chose a $20 bill credit 
for attendees in lieu of food and re-
freshments at the postponed annual 
meeting. He described the 25-member 
staff as “the greatest group of dedicated 
employees” in his near-30-year co-op 
career, and saluted recently retired 
member services VP Mark Forseth as 
“the face of the co-op.” 
 He noted that Central Wisconsin, 
Adams-Columbia, and Rock Energy 
are reducing costs by buying part of 
Alliant Energy’s new West Riverside 
Energy Center, with 726 megawatts of 
gas-fired generation, two megawatts of 
solar capacity, and a 2019 in-service 
date.
 Board reorganization returned 
Buss and Tom Smith as chairman and 
vice chairman, respectively. Elaine 
Eckendorf was elected secretary-
treasurer, succeeding Sue Rombalski. 

PURPA overhaul (continued from front page) 

needless regulatory and financial bur-
dens on electric cooperatives.”
 Risch noted that when PURPA was 
enacted, “our country was in the midst 
of an energy crisis” and that with the 
current abundance of domestic energy 
production, “times have changed.” In 
1978, oil-fired generation provided 
about 17 percent of U.S. electricity 
production compared with less than 
1 percent today. Barrasso pointed out 
that about half the capacity added to 
the grid last year was renewable.
 The FERC acknowledges that the 
legislative intent in enacting PURPA 
was to promote conservation and ef-
ficiency in electricity production and 
use, equitable retail electric rates, and 
natural gas conservation. Where ap-
plicable, it requires power providers 
to purchase all the output from wind 
and solar generation facilities with a 
capacity of 80 megawatts or less.
 A second change proposed in the 
NARUC letter would end the obliga-
tion to buy power from a facility if 
it has nondiscriminatory access to 
wholesale markets. 
 A third change would eliminate 
the presumption that facilities with 20 
megawatts capacity or less don’t have 
nondiscriminatory market access.
 A fourth change proposed by 
NARUC would revise the so-called 
“one-mile rule” allegedly used by 

Big year seen for generation adds

some renewable generators to game 
the system by siting units more than a 
mile apart so they’re considered sepa-
rate, qualifying their small capacity 
for mandatory purchase and avoiding 
other regulations.
 FERC Chairman McIntyre gave few 
details in last Thursday’s announce-
ment, saying the timing and extent of 
the review are still to be determined.

U.S. aims to 
pre-empt cyber attack
 A Pennsylvania federal judge 
has authorized the FBI to seize an 
Internet domain alleged to be used by 
Russian hackers to control infected 
devices, in an effort to forestall a 
major cyber attack.
 A Wednesday Reuters story said 
the action followed a Cisco Systems 
report earlier that day saying a Rus-
sian hacking campaign was target-
ing devices from LinkSys, MikroTik, 
Netgear, TP-Link, and QNAP and 
the greatest number of malware 
infections were in Ukraine, trigger-
ing suspicion that another Russian 
attack on that country was brewing. 
Russia has been blamed for past 
attacks temporarily shutting down 
parts of the Ukrainian power grid.  
 The court order permits the FBI to 
use the seized domain to identify loca-
tions of infected devices worldwide for 
malware removal, Reuters reported.

 Anticipated additions to U.S. electric generating capacity during 2018 
should be the most in any year of the past decade, according to numbers re-
leased this month by the Energy Information Administration (EIA).
 Almost 32 gigawatts of new capacity, two-thirds fueled by natural gas, 
can be expected in service by the end of this year. The remaining one-third 
will be renewables, making up less than a majority of capacity additions for 
the first year since 2013, the EIA said. 
 Last year renewables made up 55 percent, accounting for more than half 
of capacity additions for a fourth consecutive year, but the total growth for 
2017 added up to 21 gigawatts, just under 66 percent of the amount project-
ed for this year.  
 The bulk of the additions are to occur in the Pennsylvania-New Jersey-
Maryland (PJM) region, where coal and nuclear retirements have been at is-
sue in recent years. 


