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Wisconsin listings in ozone rule spark political charges 
 Parts of six Wisconsin counties—
Door, Kenosha, Manitowoc, Milwau-
kee, Ozaukee, and Sheboygan—are 
designated nonattainment areas in 
an Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) final rule on ground-level ozone 
submitted Monday for Federal Regis-
ter publication.
 Embedded among the six, Racine 
County is designated an attainment 
area—meaning its ozone levels are 
compliant with the 2015 National Am-
bient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) 
of no more than 70 parts per billion. 
The designation was quickly targeted 
by the Natural Resources Defense 
Council as an example of economi-
cally motivated political interference 
in EPA operations.
 The consequences of a nonattain-
ment designation can range from mild 
to severe for local or regional economic 
development, as it could require instal-
lation of costly control equipment or 
even block industrial expansion that 

would be expected to cause further 
air-quality deterioration. The Clean Air 
Act requires state authorities to submit 
mitigation plans for EPA approval.
 Racine County is the planned 
home of the multibillion-dollar Fox-
conn manufacturing facility, set to 
begin construction this year. The envi-
ronmental group on Tuesday claimed 
the county had been given a pass on 
ozone standards because of the Fox-
conn project, which President Trump 
has used as an example of economic 
growth under his administration. 
 The EPA said it was unable to clas-
sify Racine County because it lacked 
the three years of data (2014 through 
’16) applied in classifying other coun-
ties. The environmental group (NRDC) 
said Racine County data for 2015–17 
reveals ozone levels of 74 parts per 
billion (ppb), four parts per billion 
above the limit, according to a report 
from the online industry newsletter 
Utility Dive.  

Scoreboard shows WECA legislative wins  
 For issues on which it registered official lobbying positions during the 
2017–18 legislative session, the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association 
(WECA) compiled a record of eight wins, no losses, and one tie.
 The tie came on a bill promoted by major telecommunications interests 
who wanted state-mandated access to attach wireless antennas and mobile 
service structures to existing utility poles at capped rates. WECA initially 
opposed the bill but ultimately supported it after helping negotiate an 
amended version that would have preserved co-op pole attachment agree-
ments. The amended bill failed to pass either house. 
 Government Relations Director Beata Wierzba tallied the two-year ses-
sion’s results last week.
 The eight wins took the form of Chapter 185 co-op law modernization, 
a sales tax exemption for mutual aid services between co-ops in disaster 
recovery, reducing co-op and utility obligations for wetland mitigation, pre-
serving state-funded stray voltage programs at the agriculture department 
and Public Service Commission, an executive order waiving fuel taxes and 
permit fees for hurricane-relief crews traveling to Florida, and the rejection 
of proposed automatic expiration of administrative rules, and of regulatory 
dockets to facilitate third-party ownership of distributed generation and re-
visit certain aspects of 1990s electric deregulation.    
 In no instance did the WECA register in support or opposition of a 
proposal and see the opposite position prevail in legislative action. The 
2017–18 Legislature technically sits until January 2019, but no floor action is 
anticipated.

 The EPA says it permitted the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) to cease operating an 
old monitoring site in 2013—four years 
before the Taiwan-based Foxconn’s 
Wisconsin development plans were 
known—because of unsafe conditions. 
The closure resulted in an absence of 
Racine County data for 2014.
 An NRDC spokesman told Utility 
Dive litigation over the designations 
is a virtual certainty.
 Wisconsin counties adjacent to the 
Lake Michigan shoreline have a long 
history of ozone pollution, due in part 
to Chicago and adjacent metro-area 
motor vehicle exhaust. Ground-level 
ozone is formed when volatile organic 
compounds in the atmosphere react 
with oxides of nitrogen as they’re 
heated by sunlight.   
 A Condenser examination of the 
final rule found the EPA rated ozone 
problems in all the affected Wisconsin 
areas as “marginal,” the mildest of five 
possible classifications for areas in 
nonattainment and describing ozone 
concentrations no higher than 81 ppb.  
Fifty-one areas nationwide received 
nonattainment designations. The only 
two areas listed as “extreme,” the most 

Annual meeting 
rescheduled
 Central Wisconsin Electric Co-
operative advised this week it has 
rescheduled its annual meeting for 
Tuesday evening, May 22, at Ro-
sholt High School. Registration will 
begin at 5:30 p.m. and the Business 
Meeting is set for 6–7 p.m. No dinner 
or refreshments will be served.
 The meeting had originally 
been scheduled for Saturday, April 
14, but was cancelled because 
of heavy snowfall and dangerous 
travel conditions. The meeting loca-
tion is unchanged.
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Engineering / Staking Technician—
Adams-Columbia Electric Cooperative 
(ACEC) is accepting applications for the 
position of Engineering / Staking Techni-
cian to work at the organization’s Friend-
ship, Wis., office. Duties include working 
closely with employees and members 
to design new service line extensions 
and service upgrades, including on-site 
evaluations and preparation of cost 
sheets, work orders, staking sheets, and 
permits (residential, commercial, and 
subdivisions). Should be self-motivated, 
with excellent communication skills. As-

sociate degree in electrical technology 
or related field and previous experience 
with Rural Utility Service construction 
practices preferred. ACEC is committed 
to creating a diverse environment and 
proud to be an equal opportunity em-
ployer. Competitive wage, full benefits. 
For more information or to download 
an application, see http://www.acecwi.
com/Careers. You may also pick up an 
application in person at the Friendship 
office: 401 E. Lake Street, Friendship, 
WI. Deadline to apply is Friday, May 25, 
at 4 p.m. EOE M/F/Disability/Veteran

severe level of pollution, were in Cali-
fornia’s San Joaquin Valley and part of 
Los Angeles.
 On Wednesday, the DNR reported 
air quality in Racine County and all the 
affected Wisconsin areas as “good,” 
a classification allowing maximum 
ozone concentrations of 54 ppb.
 The EPA’s final rule, assuming 
it isn’t delayed by litigation, takes 
effect 60 days after Federal Register 
publication. 

Ozone rule

Nuke retirement timing announced
 Ohio-based FirstEnergy Solutions (FES) last week released its timetable 
for retiring three nuclear plants (four units) whose early loss—according to a 
nuclear advocacy group—could undo the emission reductions accomplished 
through decades of renewable energy development across the nation’s larg-
est regional grid.
 FES, which filed for bankruptcy protection March 31, announced it 
will close the Davis-Besse plant near Toledo by the end of May 2020; one 
unit at Beaver Valley, Shippingport, Pennsylvania, and the Perry plant 
near Cleveland, Ohio, by May 31, 2021; and a second Beaver Valley unit by 
October 31, 2021. 
 Nuclear Regulatory Commission licenses to operate the four units have 
expiration dates ranging from 2026 to 2047. 
 The FES units are the current focus of state and federal efforts to pre-
serve baseload generation assets through wholesale power market revisions, 
direct subsidies, or a combination of the two. FES said it continues to seek 
legislative or regulatory relief but can’t keep the four units operating under 
present conditions, citing “severe economic challenges.” 
 A report two weeks ago by Brattle Group economists, produced for the 
pro-nuclear group Nuclear Matters, said retiring the plants would result in a 
loss of zero-emissions generation exceeding the total capacity of renewable 
generation for the entire PJM (Pennsylvania-New Jersey-Maryland) region, 
largest, by number of consumers served, among all U.S. regional transmis-
sion grids. The Brattle report included one additional plant, the single 
remaining operational unit at Exelon’s Three Mile Island facility near Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania.   
 The retirement timetable will be reviewed by PJM, which could des-
ignate any of the units as “must run” if it finds an unacceptable risk of the 
shutdowns impairing system reliability.  

Blackstart resources next candidate for market fix?
 A report jointly released Wednes-
day by the Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission (FERC) and North 
American Electric Reliability Corpora-
tion (NERC) suggests that, like some 
baseload facilities, generating units 
with blackstart capability may not be 
properly compensated by wholesale 
power markets for their value in back-
stopping grid reliability.
 Blackstart capability is defined as a 
unit’s ability to begin generating power 
without the help of electricity from 
any outside source, and to energize a 
bus so it can be used to begin restoring 
operations in the event of an incident 
that shuts down the grid.    
 The overall finding of the report, 
the product of a study undertaken a 
year ago by a joint FERC-NERC team, is 
that while availability of blackstart re-
sources to some regional grid operators 
has been reduced by plant retirements 
over the past decade, all currently have 
both sufficient blackstart resources 
in their system restoration plans and 
“comprehensive strategies for miti-
gating against loss of any additional 
blackstart resources going forward.”
 Notable among the study’s recom-
mendations is a call for further whole-
sale power market analysis similar to 
that already underway in regard to 
coal and nuclear baseload facilities 
threatened with early retirement.

 Grid operators, the report said, 
should “consider an examination of 
the adequacy of compensation for ser-
vices and benefits provided by black-
start resources, including any potential 
threat or impact on blackstart resource 
procurement and retention under cur-
rent compensation mechanisms.”
 It also recommends similar ex-
amination of market compensation for 
“next-start” units, those that would be 
first in line to be energized using power 
from blackstart units.
 The report elaborated on previ-
ously expressed Energy Department 

interest in buttressing the economic 
viability of baseload plants that main-
tain on-site fuel supplies—implicitly 
coal and nuclear—by suggesting reli-
ance on a single fuel poses a risk for 
blackstart capacity. 
 “Reliance on a single fuel black-
start resource without fuel storage 
capacity or firm fuel arrangements 
could cause issues during a system 
restoration event,” the report warned, 
recommending that resource owners 
“work with their regulators as neces-
sary to develop alternative solutions 
to address fuel constraints.”


