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Annual meeting to consider bylaw change adding 4th WECA district 
 Voting delegates at next week’s 
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative As-
sociation (WECA) annual meeting in 
Stevens Point will be asked to decide 
whether the statewide group organizes 
itself in four districts instead of the 
current three and expands the board 
of directors to 12 members instead of 
the current 10.
 The bylaw revisions would also al-
ter the mode of board participation for 
Dairyland Power Cooperative, which 
would become part of the proposed 
District 1 and would compete on the 
same basis as all other member coop-
eratives for seeking board seats.
 The existing board has recom-
mended adoption of the proposed 
changes and the decision will be made 
in balloting on Tuesday, November 5.
 If the changes are approved, the 
board would then be responsible for 
drawing the map of the four districts.    
 WECA President/CEO Steve Freese 
has laid out an arrangement creating 
four districts he described as “nearly 
equal in size and as geographically 
compact as possible,” which the board 
may or may not adopt in separate action 
if the bylaw changes are approved.
 The proposal would revise District 
1 to include Adams-Columbia Electric, 
Dairyland, Oakdale Electric, Richland 
Electric, Rock Energy, Scenic Rivers En-
ergy, and Vernon Electric. The revised 

District 2 would comprise Dunn Energy 
and Eau Claire Energy, Jackson Electric, 
Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services, 
Riverland Energy, and St. Croix Elec-
tric. District 3 would include Barron, 
Bayfield, and Chippewa Valley Electric 

Cooperatives, East Central Energy, 
Jump River Electric, and Polk-Burnett 
Electric. The new District 4 would be 
made up of Central Wisconsin, Clark, 
Oconto, Price, Taylor, and Washington 
Island Electric Cooperatives. 

RURAL Act co-sponsorships grow 
 Legislation necessary to preserve tax-exempt status for electric coop-
eratives edged closer to consideration by the House of Representatives this 
week, as an additional 20 members signed on as co-sponsors. 
 Wisconsin Congressman Bryan Steil, who succeeded former Speaker 
Paul Ryan in the 1st District, brought the state’s number of House co-spon-
sors to seven. Among the Wisconsin delegation, only Rep. Gwen Moore 
and Senator Ron Johnson have not yet signed on.
 The most recent update, posted earlier this week, puts the number of 
House co-sponsors at 274, just 16 short of the 290-member threshold that 
under House rules would qualify a bill for immediate consideration.
 Senate co-sponsorships crept ahead to 38, adding four compared with 
last week’s total.  
 The RURAL Act’s two primary Senate authors, Rob Portman (R-OH) 
and Tina Smith (D-MN) were featured Monday in Electric Co-op News ex-
pressing upbeat views of the prospects for passage, provided the need for 
their bill can overcome partisan rancor between the Democrat-controlled 
House and the Republican-controlled Senate—something Portman said 
should be achievable given the proposal’s strong bipartisan support. 
 Smith stressed that a key to advancing the bill remains continued con-
stituent contacts with senators and representatives. Portman noted that 
federal tax legislation is seldom adopted in the form of stand-alone bills and 
suggested that the RURAL Act’s likeliest route to passage would be as a 
component of broader tax package attached to still-broader “must-pass” 
legislation in the coming months.

ATC’s 10-year view focused on asset maintenance
 Expenditures approaching $2 bil-
lion for asset maintenance dominate 
spending foreseen by the American 
Transmission Company over the com-
ing decade, according to the annual 10-
year transmission system assessment 
issued Tuesday by the Pewaukee-based 
ATC. 
 The only extra-high voltage trans-
mission construction listed among 
planned projects in the 10-year out-
look is the 345 kV Cardinal-Hickory 
Creek line between Dubuque County, 
Iowa, and the west Madison suburb of 

Middleton, expected to be in service 
in 2023.
 Spending priorities listed in Tues-
day’s breakdown include $1.7 billion 
for asset maintenance, $400 million 
for network projects, $200 million 
for regional multi-value projects, and 
other capital expenditures ranging 
from $600 million to $1.3 billion. The 
plan can be examined in greater detail 
at www.atc10yearplan.com       
 The challenges of aging infrastruc-
ture compounded by harsh weather 
put the focus on maintenance, ATC 

said. An additional factor determining 
where ATC turns its attention is the 
changing generation mix, the company 
said, in a release noting that more than 
1,500 megawatts of coal-fired gen-
eration have been retired within the 
independent transmission provider’s 
footprint since the beginning of last 
year.
 Meanwhile, ATC said it is review-
ing proposed connection of more than 
5,800 megawatts of solar generation 
and nearly 1,000 megawatts of wind. 



 Next year won’t bring the start of construction on a long-contested north-
west Wisconsin wind farm, according to documents filed Monday with the 
state’s Public Service Commission (PSC) by the project’s Texas-based developer. 
 A quarterly progress report filed by Dallas-based Leeward Renewable 
Energy acknowledged the difficulty of specifying a start date for the pro-
posed Highland Wind Farm in St. Croix County but said the company “is 
targeting 2021 for start of construction and [the] year in which all facilities 
will be placed in service and the anticipated Project in-service date.” 
 The previous quarterly report, filed at the end of July, contained virtu-
ally identical language but gave a start date of “2020 to 2021.” Several previ-
ous reports offered 2020 as the anticipated start and in-service date. A report 
filed in January 2018 targeted this year for beginning construction and plac-
ing the facility in service.
 The PSC ordered the quarterly progress reports in October 2013 as a 
condition of approval when it reconsidered its prior rejection of the project 
earlier that same year. The applicant at the time was Hubertus-based Emerg-
ing Energies of Wisconsin (EEW). Leeward acquired the project and all de-
velopment rights from EEW in February 2017. 
 The 2013 regulatory approval is for a generation facility rated at 102.5 
megawatts capacity.
 This week’s filing also notes that in late August, Leeward was granted a 
conditional use permit by St. Croix County, to build a substation that would 
be needed to connect the wind farm to the high-voltage transmission system. 
An earlier special exemption permit issued in 2012 for the same purpose ex-
pired in June of this year.
 Newly absent in the Monday filing is any reference to the outcome of 
litigation by the St. Croix County Town of Forest as a factor in determining 
a construction start date. The town, which has opposed the Highland Wind 
project, petitioned in 2014 for judicial review in hopes of vacating the PSC’s 
approval. This summer, the Wisconsin Supreme Court issued an order deny-
ing the petition. 

Job market
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EVANS, LIPKA & ASSOCIATES, 
INC.—a leading electrical manufactur-
ing rep Agency—has immediate open-
ing in the Wisconsin/Northern Illinois 
territory. Minimum 10 years’ electric 
utility sales, engineering and/or field 
experience a must. Minimal overnight 
travel; salary, commission, bonus, com-
pany vehicle, excellent benefits. Must 
be able to solve problems, set priorities 
and be motivated self-starter with good 
public relations skills. Responsible for 
achieving sales goals set forth by the 

company and manufacturers we rep-
resent. Establish and maintain ongoing 
relationships with IOUs, RECs, munis, 
electrical distributors, contractors, engi-
neering firms. Should possess thorough 
knowledge of electric utility industry 
structure. Submit resume to Tricia Van 
Ert, tvanert@evans-lipka.com or send 
via standard mail to Evans, Lipka & As-
sociates, Attn: Tricia Van Ert, 1920 SW 
6th Street, Ste B, Lincoln, NE 68522. 
Applicants encouraged to visit website, 
www.evans-lipka.com.

Wind farm start date slides again

Regulator to investigate utilities over procedures it approved
 The California Public Utilities 
Commission on Monday announced 
it will investigate whether Pacific 
Gas and Electric (PG&E) and other 
regulated utilities committed rule 
violations by imposing blackouts in 
hopes of avoiding wildfires.  
 In the words of a Reuters News 
Service report, the Commission (PUC) 
will probe “whether utilities violated 
any rules by cutting power to millions 
of residents for days as a precaution 
during recent periods of high winds 
and heightened wildfire risks.”
 But the authority to interrupt 
power as a fire prevention strategy 
came straight from the PUC in an order 
last spring approving wildfire-season 
preparations submitted by several 
utilities.   
 Under orders from the commission 
as directed by a 2018 California law, 
PG&E submitted its “2019 Wildfire 
Safety Plan” in February. It included 
measures such as line and substation 
inspections, vegetation management, 
intensive weather monitoring and 
remote-camera observation of local 
conditions, along with “PSPS,” or 
Public Safety Power Shutoffs. 
 During the last week of May, the 
PUC approved that plan and seven 
more submitted by other electricity 
providers. The upshot of the approvals 
was to authorize power providers to 
pre-emptively shut down service dur-
ing periods of high-wind conditions. 
 PG&E was the first California util-
ity to de-energize power lines over 

 Serving more than three-fourths of 
Wisconsin’s counties, most of Michi-
gan’s Upper Peninsula, and small 
portions of Illinois, ATC was created 
in 2001 as the nation’s first multi-state, 
transmission-only utility.  Part-owners 
include Adams-Columbia and Central 
Wisconsin Electric Cooperatives and 
Rock Energy Cooperative.

widespread areas, affecting about 
800,000 accounts and millions of in-
dividual consumers early in October. 
 The utility has been targeted for 
blame by California Governor Gavin 
Newsom and state regulators, who 
have pointed at the company’s mis-
management—which has inarguably 
led to spectacular consequences in-
cluding a natural gas explosion with 
multiple fatalities nine years ago, a 
wildfire last fall that killed dozens 
while destroying a small city, and 
bankruptcy early this year in the face 

of an estimated $30 billion in wildfire-
related liabilities.
 Other utilities including Southern 
California Edison have cut power in ef-
forts to curb wildfire danger.  PG&E has 
acknowledged that a major wildfire in 
Sonoma County north of the Bay Area 
broke out near a transmission tower 
where the line remained energized. 
 The PUC said this week it will 
open an investigation within the 
month, looking into the preventive 
outages, possible violations, and po-
tential penalties. 

ATC


