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RURAL Act has supermajority support in the House. Now what?
 As of this week, 298 members of 
the House of Representatives, includ-
ing all Wisconsin delegates, have 
signed on to support the RURAL Act, 
which corrects the unintended conse-
quence of previously passed tax leg-
islation that threatens the tax-exempt 
status of electric cooperatives.  Even 
with more than two-thirds support, 
today there is still no sign of moving 
the legislation forward for a vote.
 A 2017 tax bill passed by Congress 
redefined government grants to co-ops 
as non-member income. As a result, 
if co-ops accept certain government 
grants, including those for emergency 
assistance and grants that promote rural 
broadband, they could lose tax-exempt 
status. If that happens, the added costs 
would result in higher rates, often in 
areas that cannot afford it.
 The RURAL Act modifies the defi-
nition of income used to determine the 
tax-exempt status of a mutual or coop-
erative telephone or electric company 
to exclude certain government grants, 
contributions, and assistance. 
 In addition to the supermajority in 
the House, 49 U.S. Senators, including 
Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) and Sen. 
Ron Johnson (R-WI), have signed on in 

support of the measure. If passed, the 
bill would offer retroactive protections 
to the nation’s electric cooperatives, but 
Congress must act by the end of the year.
 Condenser reached out to the Wis-

consin delegation, asking about efforts 
to move the legislation forward. U.S. 
Rep. Mark Pocan (D-WI 2nd District) 
responded saying, “I am proud to co-

Dave Hoopman, WECA’s director of 
news and communication, encourages 
members to “keep telling the truth” at a 
presentation honoring his 23 years of ser-
vice at the recent WECA annual meeting. 
President and CEO Steve Freese looks on.

 This being the final Condenser before Thanksgiving, our tradition 
being to not publish on the Friday after, and the next edition to be entirely 
the product of a new hand, it’s time to give thanks for being permitted to 
author so many of these newsletters—by our count the past 1,014 of them 
since March 1999—and for co-op leaders who can’t possibly have liked 
everything they’ve read here but clearly understand the need to engage on 
issues affecting the most important people in the electric cooperative world.
 Those would be the member-owners for whom electric cooperatives 
still make a critical difference between security and hardship in rural life.
 Accepting an assignment some 23 years ago to battle the electric util-
ity restructuring mania and armed with a near-nonexistent base of indus-
try knowledge, we soon concluded there was almost no energy problem 
that couldn’t be traced to deliberate policy choices with foreseeable conse-
quences. The touted benefits of these choices would vary, but the unvary-

Commentary
“Thanksgiving” says it all

 Joe Metro, Balsam Lake, has an-
nounced he is seeking a seat on the 
WECA board for District 3.
 Metro serves on the Polk-Burnett 
Board of Directors. He’s a graduate of 
the United States Naval Academy and 
flew helicopters from aircraft carriers 
during his naval service before join-
ing the Pennsylvania National Guard. 
During his civilian career he worked 
at colleges and universities manag-
ing the operation, construction, and 
renovation of buildings and grounds 
including management and utiliza-
tion of electric budgets in excess of 
$1,500,000 annually. 
 Metro has also served on the Citi-
zens Advisory Committee for the Three 
Mile Island nuclear generating facility, 
the MidAmerica Bank Advisory Board 
in Mankato, MN, and the Mankato Civic 
Center Planning Committee. Metro 
earned an MBA from Bloomsburg 

University of Pennsylvania. He is a Cre-
dentialed Coopertive Director and has 
completed the necessary coursework 
for the Board Leadership Certification.
 To be considered for the seat, 
candidates must be nominated from 
the floor at Education and Lobby 
Days January 28–29. The vacancies, 
for Districts 1 and 3, are a result of a 
bylaw change that expands the number 
of districts to four and the number of 
directors on the board to 12. 
 The revised District 1 includes 
Adams-Columbia Electric, Dairyland, 
Oakdale Electric, Richland Electric, 
Rock Energy, Scenic Rivers Energy, 
and Vernon Electric. District 3 includes 
Barron, Bayfield, and Chippewa Valley 
Electric, East Central Energy, Jump Riv-
er Electric, and Polk-Burnett Electric. 
 Members interested in seeking a 
board seat are invited to send a brief biog-
raphy to Condenser at julie@weca.coop. 
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ing consequences would include transferring money and power to people 
who already had quite a bit of both.
 That observation remains as valid today as in 1997, and though the pol-
icy choices come and go, the methods are always the same: leveraging the 
coercive powers of government to make people accept things few actively 
desire. Thus more money travels from the pockets of those who have less 
to the pockets of those who have more, and a daily process—hourly, if you 
watch cable news—relentlessly grinds down the will of people to ask why 
and push back.
 Examples? Scientists who differ about global warming—scientists do 
differ—suggest it’s an even-money bet that our planet will, on the whole, 
grow cooler rather than warmer for the next few decades. If that happens, 
count on activists (at least until the cooling becomes uncomfortably severe) 
claiming it was their doing and saved us all, the better to assert authority 
over everyone else’s economic prospects, travel options, housing arrange-
ments, dietary preferences, and so on.
 In a way, it’s hard not to admire the skills needed to: 1) recognize the ma-
nipulative potential of a modestly interesting trend in nature; 2) magnify its 
debatable effects; 3) label these as unprecedented and uniformly destructive; 
4) convince half the populace they are responsible—the easiest step because 
humans would love to believe themselves omnipotent—and 5) parlay all of 
the above into a perceived societal duty to buy whatever the proponents are 
selling, often products whose greatest utility lies in the attitudes they convey.
 Meanwhile, electric cooperatives and other energy providers enable 
people to live longer lives in better health with more opportunities and less 
drudgery than ever before. Like any human enterprise, electric co-ops are 
imperfect. Unlike many human enterprises, electric co-ops were designed 
with no motive other than making things better. Their freedom to pursue the 
original objective is besieged by the self-serving agendas of mainly political 
entrepreneurs.  
 In the daily struggle to remain faithful to that objective, Step One is to 
reject every invitation to apologize for what you do.

(David Hoopman retires next week after 23 years as WECA director of news 
and communication, during which time he authored the weekly Condenser.  
WECA would like to extend sincere gratitude for his many years of dedica-
tion and service to our members, and we wish him the very best in his next 
chapter. Julie Lund takes over the position following Hoopman’s departure, 
and she can be reached at julie@weca.coop.)

Tech Companies Push for Unlicensed Use at 6 GHz
 Facebook, Apple, Microsoft, and 
Google are joining the push for the 
Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC) to open up the spectrum at 6 
GHz, which supporters claim is “criti-
cal” to reducing congestion and allow-
ing for faster Wi-Fi on newer devices. 
A coalition of dozens of companies, 
including the tech giants, recently filed 
a letter of support with the FCC.
 The letter caught the attention of 
FCC Chairman Ajit Pai, who tweeted a 
link along with: ICYMI: diverse coali-
tion of 35 entities strongly supports 
@FCC’s “continued commitment to 
opening the 6 GHz band for #WiFi” 
& highlights “detailed engineering 
analyses that demonstrate how coex-
istence between incumbent and new 
unlicensed users will work.”
  While the potential for what will 
essentially be a “VIP room” for Wi-Fi 
users with the most up-to-date devices 
has the support of major tech compa-
nies, some consumers, and optically 

the FCC chairman, opening up the 
6 GHz spectrum to unlicensed use 
could have an impact on public safety, 
according to utility and public safety 
groups.
  Currently, the 6 GHz band is used 
for licensed, mission-critical com-
munications systems that monitor 
and support the reliable delivery of 
electricity and other critical utility 
services. Safe and reliable operations 
relating to power plants, transmission, 
water and gas pipelines, control cen-
ters, and substations, both intrastate 
and interstate, all depend on reliable 
access in the 6 GHz band.
 As the FCC moves forward with a 
rule to open up 6 GHz to unlicensed 
use in 2020, proponents argue the 
Automated Frequency Coordination 
(AFC) system will mitigate possible 

interference with mission-critical 
communications. Public safety and 
utilities groups, including the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA), are urging the FCC to ensure 
the interference system is tried, tested, 
and proven to work, and in a recent 
letter to the FCC, claimed that is not 
currently the case. 
  In spite of concerns, FCC Chair-
man Pai has made it clear opening up 
the 6GHz is a priority. In his remarks 
at the Mobile World Congress con-
vention in Las Vegas last month, he 
said, “The 6 GHz band is going to be 
tremendous,” and he added, “We’re 
hopeful to find an accommodation 
for the incumbent users of that band, 
as well as some of the next generation 
unlicensed innovators, who can take 
this spectrum and really run with it.”
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sponsor the RURAL Act, which is vital 
to rural electric co-ops in my district, 
across Wisconsin and throughout the 
country. The bill has widespread, bipar-
tisan support, and I hope to see it signed 
into law as soon as possible to bring 
relief to rural electric co-ops in danger 
of losing their tax-exempt status.”
 About the RURAL Act, U.S. Rep 
Glenn Grothman’s (R-WI 6th District) 
office issued the following statement:  
“Wisconsin is leading the way with 
our entire delegation signed on. At the 
end of the day, we need Speaker Pelosi, 
along with other Democratic leader-
ship in the House, to prioritize the bill 
and schedule it to be marked up in 
the Ways and Means Committee. Rep. 
Grothman is happy to continue work-
ing with his Democratic colleagues to 
address the importance of the bill and 
communicate the need for action.”

RURAL Act


