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Elections spell change in closely divided state  
 With the makeup of the Wisconsin 
Legislature essentially unaltered by 
Tuesday’s elections, it may never be 
known whether Tony Evers’ pledge to 
undo the contentious public employee 
collective bargaining reforms of 2011 
helped or hurt the state public schools 
superintendent in his tight race with 
Governor Scott Walker. 
 But Evers’ margin of 31,000 votes 
out of more than 2.6 million cast 
seemed on early analysis to reflect 
the intensity of voter involvement, 
rather than any significant shift in the 
geographical patterns of Wisconsin 
voter behavior as recorded in recent 
statewide elections.       

 Counties with substantial electric 
co-op service areas split roughly 2–1 
in favor of the Republican incumbent, 
with Walker winning 29 and Evers 15.
 Evers attracted majorities in Ash-
land, Bayfield, Columbia, Crawford, 
Douglas, Eau Claire, Grant, Green, 
Iowa, La Crosse, Menominee, Portage, 
Richland, Rock, Sauk, and Vernon 
Counties. 
 Walker was the winner in Adams, 
Barron, Buffalo, Burnett, Chippewa, 
Clark, Dunn, Green Lake, Iron, Jack-
son, Juneau, Marinette, Marquette, 
Monroe, Oconto, Pepin, Pierce, 
Polk, Price, Rusk, St. Croix, Sawyer, 
Shawano, Taylor, Trempealeau, Wau-

paca, Waushara, Washburn, and Wood 
Counties.
 But in nearly all those counties, 
the race was reasonably close. Over-
whelming margins (60 percent or 
greater) were recorded only in Ashland 
and Menominee Counties (60 and 76 
percent, respectively) for Evers, and 
in Burnett, Clark, Rusk, and Taylor 
Counties (62, 64, 62, and 70 percent) 
for Walker. Moreover, the sheer num-
ber of available votes in those areas 
was insufficient to tilt the contest 
decisively toward either candidate. 
 The main dynamic shaping the 
race was the combination of a massive 
turnout in Dane County—about 90 
percent of eligible voters—breaking for 
Evers by about 75 percent to 24, and a 
heavy turnout in Milwaukee County 
voting for Evers by about 67 percent 
versus 32 percent for Walker.
 The huge Evers advantage in the 
state’s two major urban areas played 
against leaner margins in Fox River 
Valley counties where Walker had gar-
nered bigger leads in prior elections, 
to apparently seal the outcome.
 But only apparently: At press time, 
Walker campaign officials were report-
edly talking of a possible recount. Fac-
tors delaying a concession, they said, 
included the wait for an official can-
vass to certify the results—a process 
that invariably shifts a number of votes, 

State Legislature: new faces, old ratios
 While Democrats were pulling off an apparent sweep of Wisconsin’s 
executive branch constitutional offices in Tuesday’s elections, the parti-
san makeup of the Legislature remained virtually unchanged. Republicans 
added one seat to their state Senate majority and came out of the Assembly 
races holding the same number of seats they had going in.    
 Retirements, however, led to open seats, and there will be a number of 
new faces in co-op country legislative districts when the newly elected Leg-
islature is seated in January.
 In the Assembly, Republican Gae Magnafici won the 28th District seat va-
cated by Representative Adam Jarchow (R-Balsam Lake). Incumbent Repub-
lican Jon Plumer (R-Lodi), chosen in a June special election to fill the vacant 
42nd District seat vacated by Keith Ripp (also R-Lodi), won again on Tues-
day. Republican candidate Tony Kurtz held onto the 50th District seat va-
cated by the retirement of Ed Brooks (R-Reedsburg). Republican Jesse James 
won the 68th District seat vacated by Representative Kathy Bernier (R-Lake 
Hallie). And Republican candidate Loren Oldenburg won the 96th District 
seat opened up by the retirement of Representative Lee Nerison (R-Westby).
 The single seat in either house to change hands between the two parties 
was in the 1st Senate District, where Republican Andre Jacque recaptured 
the seat vacated by Frank Lasee (R-De Pere) and lost by Jacque to Sturgeon 
Bay Democrat Caleb Frostman in a June special election decided by just 800 
votes.
 Rep. Bernier held onto the 23rd District state Senate seat vacated by the 
retirement of GOP Senator Terry Moulton.
 Incumbents of both parties considered vulnerable or involved in target-
ed races in both houses retained their seats in Tuesday’s balloting. When the 
new state lawmakers take their seats in January, Republicans will control the 
Senate by a margin of 19–14, and the Assembly 64–35.
 Wisconsin seats in the U.S. House of Representatives remained similarly 
stable. The sole change came by way of the first district victory for Republi-
can businessman Brian Steil, who retained the seat opened by the impend-
ing retirement of House Speaker Paul Ryan. 

Condenser 
scheduling note
	 Because	 of	 staffing	 require-
ments for the WECA annual meet-
ing, the customary early-morning 
delivery of Condenser’s electronic 
edition will not take place next Fri-
day, November 16. Watch for the 
electronic edition to arrive via email 
later Friday afternoon. The hard-
copy edition delivered by the Postal 
Service should not be affected. 



State Bar said.
 Available assistance (the list is 
not comprehensive) might typically 
include:

• Help securing Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and other 
government benefits;

• Help with life, medical, and prop-
erty insurance claims;

• Replacement of legal documents 
destroyed in the disaster;

• Help with consumer protection 
matters. 

 Under the disaster declaration, 
flood-damaged individuals, families 
and businesses in Crawford, Dane, 
Juneau, La Crosse, Marquette, Monroe, 
Richland, Sauk, and Vernon coun-
ties can apply for federal assistance. 
Residents and businesses can register 
with FEMA at DisasterAssistance.gov 
or 800-621-3362. Registration closes 
December 17.
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though the outcome is rarely altered—a 
yet-undetermined number of military 
ballots remaining to be counted, and an 
unspecified but allegedly large number 
of Milwaukee County ballots that were 
spoiled and re-created.  

Elections

St. Croix names Pendergast successor
 A Minnesota co-op manager will take the reins from retiring St. Croix 
Electric Cooperative President and CEO Mark Pendergast a week from 
Monday, it was announced this week.
 St. Croix directors have hired Brian Zelenak, who has been CEO and 
general manager of Mille Lacs Energy Cooperative since 2016, the Tues-
day	announcement	said.	Headquartered	in	Aitkin,	Minnesota,	the	co-op	
serves more than 13,000 members on almost 2,000 miles of line in Min-
nesota’s Aitkin, Crow Wing, and Mille Lacs Counties.   
 Before coming to work for Mille Lacs Energy, Zelenak served in mul-
tiple positions with Xcel Energy, most recently as regulatory affairs man-
ager, Pendergast told Condenser.
 A graduate of Minnesota State University – Moorehead, Zelenak is 
already a Wisconsin resident, living in Hudson with his wife and two high 
school-aged children. 

Legal aid offered in flood-damaged counties
 Residents of Wisconsin’s federally 
declared disaster areas who face flood-
related legal issues and are unable to 
afford a lawyer may obtain assistance 
through a toll-free legal hotline, the 
State Bar of Wisconsin said Tuesday.  
 A service of the State Bar, its Young 
Lawyers Division, the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA), 
Wisconsin Emergency Management, 
and others, the hotline will provide 
limited legal assistance from volunteer 
lawyers.
 The hotline is available to people 
affected by storms and floods during 
August and September in Crawford, 
Dane, Juneau, La Crosse, Marquette, 
Monroe, Richland, Sauk, and Vernon 
counties. Eligible individuals can call 
the hotline at 877-947-5291 between 8 
a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day. Questions may also be submitted 
online at wi.freelegalanswers.org., the 

Propane supply 
exceeds average
 Well-timed for the arrival of the 
heating season, additions during re-
cent weeks boosted Midwest propane 
inventories almost 800,000 barrels 
above the five-year average for late 
October, the Energy Information Ad-
ministration (EIA) reported Monday. 
 Midwest and Great Plains states 
have the highest percentages of homes 
heated by propane, and the Midwest 
typically holds about 30 percent of 
the nation’s propane inventory, the 
EIA said.
 Wisconsin is one of 10 states 
where between 10 and 25 percent of 
homes rely on propane as their pri-
mary fuel for space heating, according 
to EIA statistics. As recently as the 
winter of 2014, tight supplies related 
to the adequacy of pipeline capacity 
had state officials and propane sup-
pliers scrambling to ensure demand 
would be met. 
 Nationwide, the EIA reported this 
week, propane prices were averaging 
about 4 percent higher than at the 
same time last year, but wholesale 
prices averaging 91 cents per gallon at 
the end of October were expected to 
moderate, with prices over the winter 
averaging only about 1 percent higher 
than in 2017, the EIA projected.
 The agency conducts weekly 
surveys from October through March, 
monitoring propane prices and 
supplies.

Court to hear 
hurricane claims
 A Florida appeals court last week 
rejected Florida Power and Light’s 
(FPL) motion to dismiss  a class-action 
lawsuit against the utility arising from 
Hurricane Irma. 
 The appeals panel said the judicia-
ry, not the state’s Public Service Com-
mission (PSC), is the proper forum to 
decide whether the utility is guilty 
of negligence or breach of contract, 
and also that the commission can’t 
award damages.  Plaintiffs allege FPL 
was “grossly unprepared” when Irma 
struck the state in September 2017. 
 FPL argued unsuccessfully that all 
storm-hardening and recovery plans 
for its system are governed by PSC 
rules, making the commission the 
appropriate arbiter of any failures on 
the utility’s part.

 Another major statehouse contest, 
for Attorney General, appeared to 
oust the Republican incumbent Brad 
Schimel in favor of challenger Josh 
Kaul, a Democrat and former federal 
prosecutor who is also the son of the 
late former Attorney General Peg Laut-
enschlager.
 At press time for Condenser, the 
official canvass had not yet begun and 
the contenders were separated by only 
about 20,000 votes, a margin of less 
than 1 percent. 
 Kaul declared victory Wednes-
day morning and Schimel pledged a 
smooth transition in the state’s Justice 
Department, assuming no surprises as 
the vote tallies are finalized. 


