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Life without electricity
Citing fire danger, California utility shuts off systems 
 Maintaining reliable electric ser-
vice is ordinarily considered a plus 
for public safety. But in California this 
week, the state’s largest combined util-
ity cited public safety as the reason for 
shutting off power to almost 800,000 
of its 5 million electric customers. 
 San Francisco-based Pacific Gas 
and Electric (PG&E) on Wednesday 
initiated what it called “the first phase 
of a Public Safety Power Shutoff 
(PSPS)” in anticipation of sustained  
high winds across much of its service 
area. Forecasts called for winds poten-
tially reaching 60–70 miles per hour 
at higher elevations. 
 “The safety of our customers 
and the communities we serve is our 
most important responsibility, which 
is why PG&E has decided to turn 
power off to customers during this 
widespread, severe wind event,” a 
company statement said Wednesday.  
A day earlier, PG&E had announced 
its intent to begin shutting off power 
to portions of 34 northern, coastal, 
and central California counties at 
midnight that night. 
 “We understand the effects this 
event will have on our customers and 

appreciate the public’s patience as 
we do what is necessary to keep our 
communities safe and reduce the risk 
of wildfire,” Michael Lewis, PG&E’s 
senior vice president of electric opera-
tions said.
 The utility is in the midst of 
bankruptcy proceedings, brought on 
largely by multibillion-dollar liabili-
ties arising from wildfire damage in 
recent years, including substantial loss 
of life in the PG&E service area. The 
company’s equipment, in many cases 
operating in an impaired condition as 
a result of deferred maintenance, has 
been specifically identified as causing 
the deadliest wildfire in California his-
tory, the Camp Fire, last November.   
 By Thursday morning in at least 
two of the 34 counties, PG&E crews 
had begun line inspections prepara-
tory to restoring service.  The company 
had advised earlier that power would 
not be made available in the affected 
areas until safety inspections were 
performed.
 The PG&E website advised cus-
tomers to “Plan in advance to be with-
out electricity,” noting that “A Public 
Safety Power Shutoff can happen at 

any time of day or night, due to chang-
ing weather conditions,” and recom-
mended keeping on hand “enough 
water and nonperishable food to last 
your household one week.”
 The company advised customers 
to keep cash on hand and their gas 
tanks full. It recommended talking 
with building managers “if you live 

Late CVEC ops manager to be honored
 Jim Hodowanic, the Chippewa Valley Electric Cooperative operations 
manager who died unexpectedly this summer, has been selected as the 
recipient of the Herman C. Potthast Award for 2019. The award, given an-
nually to recognize outstanding performance in the field of job training and 
safety for electric co-op employees, will be presented at next month’s WECA 
annual meeting in Stevens Point.
 A Chippewa Falls native, Hodowanic was employed at the co-op from 
1985 until the time of his death. He was named line superintendent in 2007 
and promoted to the position of operations manager in December 2018. 
 The Potthast Award criteria call for nominees who best reflect the quali-
ties of dedication, leadership, cooperation, and service. Nomination materi-
als submitted on Hodowanic’s behalf cite his high level of technical skills 
and exceptional willingness to share knowledge in support of the job train-
ing and safety mission.
 Hodowanic was also active in the local community, serving on the Cor-
nell School Board and City Council.    
 He passed away at an Eau Claire hospital June 23, at the age of 57.

Cause of 
substation fire ID’d
 Mechanical failure of a voltage-
regulating component caused the 
transformer fire that put two substa-
tions out of commission and blacked 
out downtown Madison Friday, July 
19, the American Transmission Com-
pany (ATC) concluded last week. 
 Had the component held up for 
three more days, the incident would 
probably never have occurred. ATC 
said last Wednesday the transformer 
was scheduled to be taken out of 
service for detailed inspection on 
Monday, the 22nd.
 On the day of the fire, ATC said it 
had been monitoring the transformer. 
Last week’s statement indicated the 
company had consulted with the com-
ponent manufacturer and conducted 
inspections on the Monday, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday preceding the Friday 
morning fire.
 With assistance from the Electric 
Power Research Institute, ATC last 
month performed a controlled tear-
down of the damaged transformer 
and found that the mechanical failure 
caused the accumulation of combus-
tible gases. Reports on the day of the 
incident indicated that an explosion 
had occurred.
 Installation and testing of a re-
placement transformer was underway 
last week and it was expected to be in 
service this month, ATC said.
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EVANS, LIPKA & ASSOCIATES, INC—
a leading electrical manufacturing rep 
agency—has  immediate opening in 
the Wisconsin/Northern Illinois territory. 
Minimum 10 years’ electric utility sales, 
engineering and/or field experience a 
must. Minimal overnight travel; salary, 
commission, bonus, company vehicle, 
excellent benefits. Must be able to solve 
problems, set priorities, and be motivated 
self-starter with good public relations 
skills. Responsible for achieving sales 
goals set forth by the company and 
manufacturers we represent. Establish 
and maintain ongoing relationships 
with IOUs, RECs, munis, electrical dis-
tributors, contractors, engineering firms. 
Should possess thorough knowledge of 
electric utility industry structure. Submit 
resumé to Tricia Van Ert, tvanert@evans-
lipka.com or send via standard mail to 

Evans, Lipka & Associates, Attn: Tricia 
Van Ert, 1920 SW 6th Street, Ste B, Lin-
coln, NE 68522. Applicants encouraged 
to visit website, www.evans-lipka.com.

Systems Analyst—Great River Energy 
(GRE), Maple Grove, Minnesota, seeks 
applicants for above-named position 
within its information technology division. 
Will be responsible for administration 
and support of enterprise asset man-
agement solutions and related software. 
Qualified professionals will find GRE has 
a lot to offer: competitive compensation, 
continued education, on-site workout 
facility, generous retirement plan, many 
more benefits. Qualified candidates, 
please apply at www.greatriverenergy.
com under the Careers tab by October 
15, 2019. GRE is an EEO/AA/Minority/
Female/Disabled/Vets Employer.

or work in a building that has eleva-
tors or electronic key card access to 
understand how they will deal with 
a possible multi-day outage.”
 The automaker Tesla Tuesday 
night issued notice to California own-
ers of its electric vehicles, warning 
them to charge to 100 percent. The 
Washington Post Wednesday quoted 
a Petaluma resident whose only ve-
hicle is a Tesla, saying he’d acted on 
the charging advice—and had also 
purchased gasoline-fueled generators 
to charge the car “if it’s an emergency.”   
 A Sacramento television station 
reported Thursday that in the northern 
California community of Oroville, the 
front windows of a PG&E office had 
been pelted with eggs; a Placerville 
ice cream parlor in the Sierra Nevada 
foothills used a generator to keep a 
single freezer running and for cash 
sales only, offered a reduced number of 
flavors, marketed as a “PG&E Special;” 
and a PG&E truck traveling Interstate 
5 in one of the affected counties had 
its passenger-side window shattered 
by a bullet, fired by persons unknown.  

Power shutoff

DOE announces 
grant to WI 
 A  UW-Madison bioenergy proj-
ect is one of 35 nationwide that will 
share in federal grants totaling $73 
million, the Department of Energy 
(DOE) announced last week.
 The project, awarded a $1.2 
million grant, is titled “SWIFT,” for 
Single-pass, Weather Indepen-
dent Fractionation Technology for 
Improved Property Control of Corn 
Stover Feedstock. 
 A project description provided 
by the DOE notes that corn stover 
represents about 70 percent of 
available U.S. crop residues—
making it an abundant source of 
biomass for use in bioenergy pro-
duction. However, the DOE noted, 
it’s assumed that almost two-thirds 
of the material will be collected at 
excessive moisture levels, leading 
to decomposition and making the 
material unmarketable for energy 
production.
 The SWIFT process seeks 
to address those problems with 
whole-plant harvest, anaerobic 
storage, co-transport of harvested 
grain and stover, and separating 
the components of the harvested 
material at a biorefinery.   
 The new methods are expected 
to almost double the acreage suit-
able for biomass harvest, the DOE 
said.

Nuke subsidies stay controversial
 Opponents of a billion-dollar sub-
sidy package for Ohio nuclear plants 
hope to overturn the legislation in 
a referendum, and opponents of the 
referendum are being investigated by 
the state’s attorney general for alleged 
illegal interference with referendum 
petition circulators.
 The subsidies would help sus-
tain operations of two FirstEnergy 
Solutions nuclear plants and two coal 
plants run by Ohio Valley Electricity 
Corp. The legislation passed after 
long and contentious debate and was 
signed into law in July.
 But Ohio allows citizens to pe-
tition for a statewide referendum 

vacating legislation and subsidy op-
ponents—led by an unlikely alliance 
of free-market organizations, natural 
gas interests, and environmental 
groups—are seeking to place a repeal 
measure on the November 2020 ballot.   
 The opponents face an October 21 
deadline to collect more than a quarter-
million signatures, and it’s alleged that 
subsidy supporters have attempted to 
bribe petition circulators, seeking to 
break up the campaign.
 Subsidy supporters, through a 
group called “Generation Now,” have 
hired the Washington, D.C.-based 
consultancy FieldWorks, which in 
turn has hired canvassers to persuade 
Ohio residents they should refuse to 
sign the referendum petition.
 Condenser viewed Ohio Secre-
tary of State documents identifying 
Generation Now only as a Delaware 
corporation organized in 2017 for the 
stated purpose of promoting “social 
welfare and economic development” 
and listing as its only contact the “Din-
smore Agent Co.” with a Cincinnati 
address.   
 According to a Dayton Daily 
News report last Thursday, petition 
circulators have been offered as much 
as $100,000 to sell the petition sig-
natures they’d collected and quit the 
campaign.
 During legislative deliberations, 
Generation Now spent $9.5 million on 
advertisements supporting subsidies, 
while opponents spent almost $2 mil-
lion, the Daily News said.   


