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Hurricane relief plans once again on standby 

  It was not yet clear Thursday after-
noon whether or when Wisconsin 
electric cooperatives might be asked 
for assistance repairing this week’s 
storm damage in Florida and other 
southeastern states, as officials on 
the ground assessed both the extent 
of Hurricane Michael’s destruction 
and local capacity to accommodate 
relief workers.
 The likelihood of a lengthy recov-
ery effort appeared strong Thursday, 
and a potential scarcity of lodging 
in lightly populated areas where the 

heaviest damage occurred—suggest-
ing the possibility of housing line 
crews in tent cities or trailers deployed 
for the occasion—further complicated 
the power restoration picture.  
 Tim Clay, WECA vice president for 
operations, environmental and regu-
latory services, told Condenser one 
Florida cooperative had an estimated 
10,000 broken power poles, a number 
that pointed to both extraordinary 
personnel needs and an extended time 
commitment for recovery workers.
 The storm made landfall as a 

Category 4 hurricane at midday 
Wednesday, on the Florida Panhandle 
where coastal areas tend to be served 
by investor-owned utilities and co-op 
service areas lie farther inland. But 
Michael was still a Category 3 storm 
as it passed into Georgia.   
 A Thursday news release from 
Southern Company affiliate Gulf Pow-
er noted exceptionally severe damage 
from winds exceeding 150 miles per 
hour in the landfall area. Company 
spokesman Jeff Rogers said the mission 
may grow well beyond simple power 
restoration, and a complete rebuild of 
local systems may be required.
 “The hardest hit areas around 
Panama City may need to be rebuilt 
from the ground up,” Rogers said.
 Downgraded to a tropical storm, 
Michael progressed across the North 
Carolina-Virginia state lines at midaft-
ernoon Thursday. 

Michael Fron-

meuller, Dean 

of the College 

of Business 

and Econom-

ics at UW-Riv-

er Falls and 

a rural Ells-

worth resident, 

has been ap-

pointed to fill 
a vacancy at 

Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services 

and was seated at the regular board 

meeting last Thursday. Fronmueller 

succeeds the late Lonnie Feuerhelm, 

who passed away unexpectedly in 

July. Interested members were invited 

to apply for the appointment, and 

candidates were interviewed prior to 

the selection. The seat will come up 

for election at Pierce Pepin’s March 

23, 2019, annual meeting. 

Honoring a co-op pioneer, plaques commemorating the work of George Lewis 

were presented to Lewis family members Monday in Madison. The plaques were 

preserved prior to demolition of retired 1940s and ’50s generating units at Dairyland 

Power Cooperative’s Alma Station, where they were mounted in 1957—two years 

after Lewis’ death—to salute his work for the State of Wisconsin and the Rural 

Electrification Administration organizing electric cooperatives nationwide during the 
1930s and ’40s. Seen at Monday’s event are Lewis’ eldest son Robert and his wife, 

Martha (seated in foreground), and standing, l–r, Dairyland Communications and 

Marketing Specialist Dana Bolwerk; Eric Lewis, son of Robert and Martha; Brian 

Rude, Dairyland VP for External and Member Relations; and Dairyland’s Alma Site 

Manager Brian Treadway. (Also see “Distinguished Service,” a cover feature on 

Robert Lewis as a decorated war hero and former Wisconsin statewide co-op pub-

lications editor in the November edition of Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News.)

Director appointed 
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Project review 

moves ahead

 Last Friday marked the first day 
of an initial 180-day review period 

for a new 345-kilovolt transmission 

line proposed for construction be-

tween a Middleton-area substation 

in Dane County and another exist-

ing substation in Dubuque County, 

Iowa. 

 The Cardinal-Hickory Creek 

transmission project is a joint pro-

posal of the American Transmission 

Company (ATC), Dairyland Power 

Cooperative, and ITC Midwest, 

a transmission company head-

quartered in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 

and operating in Iowa, Minnesota, 

Illinois, and Missouri.

 The full regulatory review pro-

cess is expected to last about one 

year, Dairyland reported this week.

 Initial application was filed 

with Wisconsin regulators April 30. 

The Public Service Commission 

(PSC) pronounced the application 

complete last Thursday after two 

resubmissions resulting from the 

PSC and Department of Natural 

Resources requesting additional 

information. 

 Depending on route selection, 

the line would span 102–120 miles, 

according to ATC, which also said 

its construction would strengthen 

regional and local system reliability 

and provide an additional outlet 

for renewable energy, primarily 

wind generation in states west of 

Wisconsin. 

 Assuming regulatory approval, 

ATC said the line would be ex-

pected to enter service in 2023.

GIS Coordinator—Pierce Pepin Coop-

erative Services, Ellsworth, Wisconsin, 

seeks applicants for GIS Coordinator 

position. Will be responsible for devel-

opment/ maintenance of Geographic 

Information System (GIS), which in-

cludes providing accurate maps, data 

and drawings to assist in planning, 

design, installation, and maintenance of 

electric distribution system. Applicants 

must have high school education (or 

equivalent).  Preference will be given to 

Transmission assessment updated

 The Pewaukee-based American Transmission Company said Monday its 
newest plan for upgrades to the regional electric grid will mean capital ex-
penditures ranging from $2.8 billion to $3.4 billion over the next 10 years. 
 The company (ATC) said the plan involves “a mix of new construction 
and continued asset maintenance to maintain the company’s top perfor-
mance in operations.”
 Anticipated spending breaks down as $1.5 billion for asset maintenance, 
$300 million for regional Multi-Value Projects, $500 million for network 
projects, and other capital expenditures totaling between $500 million and 
$1.1 billion.
 Criteria for a multi-value project include delivering economic benefit in 
excess of the project’s revenue requirements, improving local and regional 
grid reliability, and supporting public policy goals such as mandates affect-
ing the generation mix.   
 Ron Snead, vice president of system planning, said ATC anticipates 
more than 30 percent of the coal-fired generation in its service area to be re-
tired by the end of next year, requiring a more flexible transmission system.
 The first U.S. transmission-only utility, ATC is privately owned by a 
combination of investor-owned utilities, electric cooperatives, and munici-
pal utilities in Wisconsin, Michigan, Minnesota, and Illinois.

Pipeline vandals see charges dropped

 A Minnesota judge this week dis-
missed charges against three admitted 
vandals who shut down an Enbridge 
pipeline in northern Minnesota two 
years ago in a protest against what they 
allege is the pipeline’s role in global 
warming. 
 Enbridge Pipeline Number 3 trans-
ports Canadian crude oil from Alberta 
to Superior, Wisconsin, for processing 
at Midwestern refineries.
 In October 2016, the defendants 
used bolt cutters to break into an En-
bridge facility in Clearwater County, 
Minnesota, where they cut chains and 
turned off emergency shutoff valves, 
halting a flow of oil that, according to 
Enbridge, can reach as much as 33,000 
gallons per hour. Enbridge interrupted 
pipeline service for several hours after 
the incident to prevent damage. 
 All three defendants are residents 
of the Seattle, Washington, area. Their 
actions were part of a coordinated, 
multi-state effort by a group called Cli-
mate Direct Action involving similar 

attempts to halt pipeline operations. 
 They faced criminal charges re-
lated to property damage of a pipeline. 
So far, only one man involved in the 
protest, at a site in North Dakota, has 
been sentenced to prison time.
 Judge Robert Tiffany dismissed the 
charges Tuesday after hearing defense 
arguments that the pipeline itself was 
not damaged. 
 Press accounts (the trial opened 
Monday in Bagley, Minnesota) said the 
defendants expressed disappointment 
that the dismissal pre-empted their 
ability to cite a “necessity defense” 
claiming the need to protect the en-
vironment excused their violation of 
the law.
 A company statement from 
Enbridge said the defendants had 
achieved “the opposite” of protecting 
the environment, by risking serious 
damage to the pipeline system.

applicants with Associates or Bachelor 

degree in Geography, GIS, Computer 

Science or similar discipline. Position 

description and application are available 

at www.piercepepin.coop or by calling 

(800) 924-2133. Located 40 minutes 

from the Twin Cities metro area, Pierce 

Pepin has more than 7,000 electric ac-

counts. Applications will be accepted 

until the vacancy has been filled.  Appli-
cations and resumes can be submitted 

to: clubich@piercepepin.coop.


