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Full employment for lawyers as EPA launches repeal 
 Whether the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) had chosen to 
simply adjust the Obama administra-
tion’s Clean Power Plan (CPP) man-
dates or wipe them out and start over 
as it proposed Tuesday, a protracted 
legal fight was guaranteed. 
 So the EPA’s launch of a multi-
phase rulemaking to repeal and 
replace the past administration’s 
signature climate regulation could 
ultimately bring results little different 
from a more modest effort revising 
CPP carbon dioxide reduction targets: 
Because the final word will come from 

the federal judiciary and—depending 
on the probability of multiple rounds 
of litigation—might not be delivered 
before the end of the current presiden-
tial term.
 That may mean no enforceable 
federal limits on CO2 emissions from 
existing power plants for several more 
years. But it almost certainly means if 
nationwide carbon dioxide regulations 
are eventually established, they will be 
designed by environmental regulators 
and the elected officials who employ 
them only to the extent that they satisfy 
judges with lifetime appointments.

 On Tuesday, EPA Administrator 
Scott Pruitt issued a notice of pro-
posed rulemaking to repeal the CPP 
on grounds that it exceeds the agency’s 
statutory authority. The next step 
would be yet another rulemaking, to 
create a replacement for the CPP.
 “We are committed to righting 
the wrongs of the Obama administra-
tion by cleaning the regulatory slate,” 
Pruitt said in a statement Tuesday. 
“Any replacement rule will be done 
carefully, properly, and with humility, 
by listening to all those affected by the 
rule.” 
 While the statement doesn’t say 
definitively that a replacement rule 
will be proposed or adopted, it hints 
strongly that the agency won’t attempt 
to overturn the December 7, 2009, 
endangerment finding it issued to 
obligate itself to regulate CO2 under 
the Clean Air Act.
 Tuesday’s rulemaking notice has 
been sent to the Federal Register for 
publication. Once that occurs, a 60-day 
window opens for public comment, 
preparatory to issuing a final rule on 
repeal.
 National Rural Electric Coopera-
tive Association CEO Jim Matheson 
issued a statement calling the EPA 
announcement “a critical step toward 
replacing the Clean Power Plan with 
a sound regulation that adheres to 
decades of EPA precedent while pro-
viding much-needed flexibility and 
certainty.”
 Matheson emphasized electric 
cooperatives’ dedication to “a healthy 
environment, vibrant rural communi-
ties and prioritizing the needs of their 
members,” pointing out that co-ops 
have enhanced the diversity of their 
generation sources and “increased 
electric generation by 15 million 
megawatt-hours while reducing car-
bon dioxide emissions by nearly 10 
percent” over the past dozen years, 
while installing more community 

Climate attitudes inconsistent, polls find
 Polling by the Associated Press and the Energy Policy Institute at the 
University of Chicago has found that 61 percent of Americans “think cli-
mate change is a problem that the government needs to address,” but nearly 
half—48 percent—would be unwilling to pay even one additional dollar on 
their monthly electric bills for measures to combat it. 
 The findings, released last week, were developed from a survey con-
ducted in the second half of August. The 48 percent who said they would 
vote against a ballot proposal adding a dollar to their electric bills is an in-
crease exceeding the error margin from the 42 percent who gave the same 
answer a year earlier.
 Identifying climate issues as “extremely important” were 22 percent of 
respondents, down by approximately the error margin from the 26 percent 
who gave that answer in the same survey two months earlier.
 Other recent survey results suggest a great deal depends on who does 
the polling. A September Gallup poll posed the question “What do you 
think is the most important problem facing the country today?” 
 The problem identified by the highest percentage of respondents was 
general dissatisfaction with government, at 18 percent. 
 The survey identified 11 individual economic and 37 non-economic 
issues. Race relations came in as the second-worst problem at 12 percent. 
“The media” was identified as the worst problem by 3 percent of respon-
dents. Issues such as “election reform” and “the situation in Iraq and ISIS” 
were identified as the most pressing problem by fewer than one-half percent. 
Climate change did not appear among the 48 issues identified.
 Meanwhile Chapman University in California released its 2017 Survey 
of American Fears, based on polling of 1,207 randomly selected adults dur-
ing July. It found that 48 percent were either afraid or very afraid of global 
warming, tying for sixth place behind government corruption (74 percent), 
health care legislation, general water pollution, drinking water pollution, 
and not having enough money for the future.
 The Chapman survey also asked about seven “paranormal beliefs” such 
as haunting by spirits and alien visitations, and found that only 25 percent 
of respondents rejected all seven.
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 Honorees capturing the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association’s 

(WECA) three major annual awards were identified this week, ahead of pre-

sentations to take place at the November annual meeting in Stevens Point.
 Selected for this year’s ACE (Ally of Cooperative Electrification) Award 
is Richland Electric Cooperative CEO and General Manager Shannon 
Clark. The organization’s top honor, the ACE Award is given in recognition 
of outstanding contributions to the rural electrification movement at the lo-

cal, state, or national levels.  
 The N. F. Leifer Memorial Journalism Award, given to recognize the 
past year’s best work in the local co-op pages of Wisconsin Energy Coop-
erative News, goes to repeat winner Mary Kay Brevig, Eau Claire Energy’s 
communications and public relations manager. The award is named for the 
former Vernon Electric Cooperative manager who was a key figure in the 
magazine’s creation. 
 Winner of the Herman C. Potthast Award for distinguished performance 
in the areas of job training and safety is Barron Electric Cooperative Direc-

tor of Operations Nathan Steines, credited with life-saving assistance at the 
scene of a vehicle accident. 
 Names of award winners have traditionally been kept confidential until 
the moment of presentation. This year, the WECA board concluded that 
family participation and other aspects of the event would be better served by 
revealing the winners’ identities in advance. Presentations will be made at 
the annual meeting awards banquet the evening of Tuesday, November 7.

Award winners named

solar facilities than any other part of 
the electric sector.
 The EPA’s new approach to CO2 

regulation, Matheson said, must be 
consistent with past agency practice 
of inside-the-fence performance stan-
dards for individual emission sources, 
and must protect energy reliability, 
minimize economic impact, and pro-
vide long-term regulatory clarity and 
certainty.
 Other responses were less upbeat. 
The Natural Resources Defense Coun-
cil (NRDC) denounced the move as a 
“Trump plan to gut [a] key pollution 
measure.” NRDC President Rhea Suh 
called the CPP “the single-most im-
portant measure we’ve taken to cut the 
dangerous fossil fuel pollution driving 
this global scourge” of climate change, 
and characterized the policy dispute as 
a choice to either “slam the brakes on 

EPA repeal

Coalition to examine 

modernizing grid
 The Customers First! Coalition 
will host a discussion of grid mod-
ernization Wednesday afternoon, No-
vember 1 at the Madison Club, 5 East 
Wilson Street in Madison.
 Introductory remarks at the 3 p.m. 
event will be delivered by Public Ser-
vice Commission Chair Ellen Nowak, 
and a panel will discuss potential ben-
efits of grid modernization and what it 
can mean for the energy industry and 
its customers.  
 The event is free of charge and 
open to the public. Advance regis-
tration is requested at http://www.
planetReg.com/E10413519215803  or 
608-286-0784.

Yucca revival a 
hearing theme
 The Trump administration has 
included $120 million in its fiscal 
2018 budget plan for the resumption 
of Yucca Mountain licensing activities 
suspended since 2010, but a Maryland 
utility commissioner says the past-due 
nuclear waste repository won’t be 
built unless Congress takes its costs 
out from under spending caps applied 
to all domestic programs.
 That wouldn’t be complicated, 
according to Commissioner Anthony 
O’Donnell, testifying at the end of 
September before the House Subcom-
mittee on the Interior, Energy and 
Environment.
 Speaking on behalf of the National 
Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners, O’Donnell pointed 
out that the government’s nuclear 
waste fund (NWF) is self-financing 
under the one-mil per kilowatt-hour 
fees paid by electricity ratepayers. The 
fees were suspended in 2014 after a 
federal court expressed no confidence 
that the funds would be spent for their 
statutory purpose, but not before more 
than $40 billion in direct payments 
and interest had been collected.     
 O’Donnell testified that currently, 
the United States has “no nuclear 
waste program worthy of the name,” 
but if the Yucca project is revived, the 
program “must have full access to the 
revenues generated by consumers’ fee 
payments, if they resume, and to the 
balance of the NWF.”

New line segment 
energized
 A 20-mile portion of the Badger 
Coulee transmission line has been 
energized, the American Transmission 
Company announced Monday.
 The initial segment in Dane 
County connects the Cardinal substa-
tion near Middleton with the North 
Madison substation in the Town 
of Vienna. The rest of the overall 
180-mile, 345,000 kilovolt project is 
under construction with completion 
expected in 2018.
 The longer stretch of line—of 
which Dairyland Power Cooperative 
is a part owner—will connect North 
Madison with the Briggs Road substa-
tion near Holmen.

the climate progress” already made or 
“stand up for good-paying clean energy 
jobs and a livable world for our kids.”
 In Madison, Clean Wisconsin 
issued a statement calling it “disap-
pointing that the current administra-
tion is choosing to hold the country 
back from what’s possible: a future 
where carbon-free, American-made 
energy drives our economy, creates 
jobs, and is a part of a global solution 
to a climate crisis we now face.”


