
October 18, 2019

(continued on next page)

In Guatemala, “A Dream Come True” thanks to co-op volunteers 
 A rural village in Guatemala has 
electricity for the first time, thanks to 
a group of volunteer linemen including 
four from Wisconsin electric co-ops. 
 Zach Taylor of Vernon Electric 
Cooperative, Mackenzie Yarbrough of 
Central Wisconsin Electric Cooperative, 
Greg Falde of Pierce Pepin Cooperative 
Services, and Lee Alberson of Eau Claire 
Energy Cooperative were due back in 
Wisconsin today after two weeks’ par-
ticipation in the Partners for a Brighter 
Tomorrow project, joining eight others 
from Illinois and Iowa electric co-ops.
 Wisconsin Electric Cooperative 
Association President and CEO Steve 
Freese and Taylor Electric Cooperative 
Board Chairman/National Rural Utili-
ties Cooperative Finance Corporation 
Board Vice President Dean Tesch joined 
the group at the end of its mission.  
 Electric co-op communications 
consultant Geri Miller was with the 

group throughout, helping to document 
the trip, which began September 30.
 The group stayed in Playa Grande, 
Ixcan, and made an hour-long trip 
every day to the job site in Tierra 
Blanca Chixoy and the remote village 
of Salinas 7 Cerros, in north-central 
Guatemala, where they installed 
transformers, strung wire, and finished 
building a distribution system. 
 They worked with members of lo-
cal utility Empresa Municipal Rural de 
Electricidad (EMRE), which provides 
electric service to the municipality 
of Ixcan. All work was done by hand, 
including climbing poles; no bucket 
trucks were available in the rural area.
 Fifty homes in the village, each 
of which consists mainly of boarded 
walls, thatched roof, and dirt floors, 

are now wired with two outlets, two 
switches, and four light bulbs. A 
school, church, and health office also 
now have electricity for the first time.
 In addition to electrifying the 
village, which the local utility called 
“a dream come true,” the volunteers 
worked with their local cooperatives 
to raise money to provide water filters, 
backpacks with school supplies, and 
175 pairs of shoes for those living in 
the impoverished village.
 The project was made possible by 
NRECA International, a charitable arm 
of the U.S. national co-op organiza-
tion assisting with rural electrification 
worldwide. Since 1962, its activities 
have brought electricity to more than 
160 million people in 45 developing 
countries.   

RURAL act gains 
co-sponsors
 Remedial legislation to preserve 
electric cooperative tax-exempt sta-
tus still hasn’t had a hearing in either 
house of Congress but lawmakers 
continued signing on this week, 
with a clear majority in the House 
of Representatives now listed as 
co-sponsors of the bill. 
 As of the most recent update 
Tuesday, 244 House members—141 
Republicans and 103 Democrats—
appeared on the co-sponsorship list 
that included five Wisconsin mem-
bers: Representatives Duffy, Gal-
lagher, Grothman, Kind, and Pocan. 
In the House, 218 votes constitute a 
majority of the full membership. 
 Senate co-sponsorships were 
unchanged from the previous up-
date, with 28 (18 Republicans, nine 
Democrats, and one Independent) 
signed on, including Wisconsin’s 
Tammy Baldwin.

Clark Electric approved for infrastructure loan
 Clark Electric Cooperative is to 
receive a $7,000,000 federal loan under 
a new Rural Development initiative 
for targeted improvements to electric 
infrastructure in 13 states, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
announced last week.
 The department said the loan 
is to be used to connect smart-grid 
technologies for 447 co-op members, 
and build or improve 69 miles of line. 
According to the USDA, $1.9 million 
of the total loan amount is for smart-
grid technologies. Clark Electric serves 
almost 9,200 members on 1,996 miles 

Could CA shutoffs mean redefining grid reliability?
 Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) restored power last Saturday to the last 
of some 738,000 accounts affected by pre-emptive shutoffs that began the 
preceding Wednesday, and this Wednesday, Southern California Edison (So-
CalEd) warned customers in four counties that their power might be turned 
off to avoid fire risk with weather forecasts calling for high winds.     
 A wildfire has been burning in Los Angeles County since October 9. Pub-
lished reports indicate witnesses claimed to have seen flames break out near 
a SoCalEd transmission tower, but official word as to the cause of the fire re-
mains pending. 

of line in Marathon, Chippewa, Taylor, 
Jackson, Clark, and Wood counties.
 The funding is part of an overall 
quarter-billion dollar federal effort to 
improve electric reliability in rural 
areas and finance smart-grid technolo-
gies that improve system operations 
and monitor grid security. In addition 
to the Clark Electric project, funds 
are slated to upgrade service in rural 
areas of Colorado, Georgia, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Minne-
sota, Nebraska, North Carolina, North 
Dakota, Virginia, and Wyoming, the 
department said. 
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Cyber survey finds vulnerability
 A worldwide survey of energy 
utilities has found strikingly high 
vulnerability to cyberattacks against 
operational technologies and the “po-
tential for severe financial, environ-
mental, and infrastructure damage” in 
a climate of “worsening” risk.
 The report, “Caught in the Cross-
hairs: Are Utilities Keeping Up with 
the Industrial Cyber Threat?” was 
researched by the Michigan-based 
Ponemon Institute and published Oc-
tober 4 by Siemens Gas and Power.
 More than 1,700 utility profession-
als responded to the survey focused on 
cyber risk in operational technology 
(OT) environments at electric utilities 
with gas, solar, and wind assets, and 
water utilities across North America, 
Europe, the Middle East, Asia-Pacific 
nations, and Latin America.
 Fifty-six percent of respondents 
reported at least one attack in the past 
12 months resulting in a loss of private 
information or outage in the OT envi-
ronment. Four percent reported 10 or 
more such attacks during the preceding 
12 months. The report defines the OT 
environment as “The machines, sys-
tems, and networks used to generate, 
transmit, and distribute power.”
 The Ponemon Institute had not yet 
responded to an inquiry whether U.S. 
utilities could be broken out from the 
overall numbers by press time for this 
week’s Condenser.
 Increasing sophistication contrib-
utes to increasing vulnerability, the 
report suggests, saying as generation, 
transmission, and distribution systems 
increasingly connect with informa-
tion technology systems, “critical 
infrastructure is more vulnerable to 
cyberattacks.”
 On Tuesday, the Daily Energy 
Insider said utilities’ responses to 
decarbonization policies are making 
them more susceptible to cyberattacks, 
through addition of high-efficiency 
gas turbines, upgrades to steam and 

gas turbines, decentralized hybrid 
solutions, battery additions, thermal 
storage hybrid solutions, wind power, 
and large-scale PV generation.
 In materials accompanying release 
of the report, Siemens Vice President 
Leo Simonovich is quoted saying “The 
digital transformation to modernize 
legacy equipment and preparing for a 
more distributed energy landscape also 
now provides malicious attackers with 
new targets within a broader attack 
surface.”
 Coping recommendations include 
knowing at all times what systems a 
company has and what they are doing, 
training or recruiting personnel with 
the scarce skill sets needed to mount 
effective defenses, and treating cyberse-
curity not as a sideline but as a full-time 
responsibility of a specific person with 
“a chain of command clear all the way 
to the C-suite,” the report said. 

Exelon CEO quits 
amid probe
 The chief executive officer of 
Chicago-based Exelon Utilities 
resigned suddenly on Wednesday, 
with the company and its affiliate 
Commonwealth Edison embroiled 
in an investigation of possible brib-
ery of Illinois state legislators.
 Exelon announced the im-
mediate retirement of CEO Anne 
Pramaggiore.
 The utilities have twice been 
subpoenaed in searches for docu-
ments to shed light on allegations 
of official actions taken in exchange 
for things of value. A federal search 
warrant was served earlier this 
month on the Springfield office of 
State Senator Martin Sandoval (D-
Chicago), who has since resigned 
his committee chairmanship. 

New York planning backdoor carbon tax
 The New York Independent System 
Operator (NYISO) will propose adding a 
fee for carbon dioxide emissions to the 
price of power in wholesale markets, ef-
fectively imposing its single-state policy 
on consumers served by multi-state 
regional transmission organizations.
 S&P Global reported Wednesday 
the plan has prompted discussion of 

 Complicating matters for the utilities, California law allows them to be 
held liable for wildfire damages associated with their equipment even if they 
are found to have been fully compliant with all relevant laws and regulations.
 On Monday, California Governor Gavin Newsom demanded that PG&E—
which has been in Chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings since early this year, 
mainly because of multi-billion dollar liability for previous wildfire dam-
age—pay rebates of $100 to residential customers and $250 to small busi-
nesses for their loss of service last week.  
 One state senator has introduced legislation to make rebate payments 
mandatory for those who were without electricity.
 If rebates were to occur and all were for the lower amount proposed by 
Newsom, they would add almost $74,000,000 to PG&E’s expenses.    
 The same day Newsom called for rebates, PG&E issued a statement 
acknowledging receipt of his letter but making no mention of payment to 
customers and saying, “We executed [the shutoffs] in accordance with our 
Wildfire Mitigation Plan as approved by the California Public Utilities Com-
mission (CPUC), and under the guidelines of the CPUC’s De-energization Or-
der Instituting Rulemaking.”
 The commission had reportedly scheduled an emergency meeting with 
PG&E officials today to review the shutoffs.
 Wednesday evening, SoCalEd cut power to about 100 customers in one 
county. At press time for Condenser, the company was still considering cutting 
off power to more than 33,000 customers in that county and parts of six others.
 One proposed solution calls for re-engineering utility grids so shutoffs 
could be isolated within smaller areas, raising the question whether that’s a 
practical option for a utility currently in bankruptcy.  

the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission’s role and whether the panel 
has authority to approve or reject such 
arrangements.
 The S&P report also raised the issue 
of a regional transmission operator’s 
authority to impose taxes or fees, or 
whether that kind of action is reserved 
for state legislatures or congress. 

California shutoffs


