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Minnesota regulators delay decision on Superior gas plant 
 Less than 24 hours before an up-
or-down vote on a power plant jointly 
proposed by Minnesota Power and 
Dairyland Power Cooperative, mem-
bers of the Minnesota Public Utilities 
Commission (PUC) backed away from 
a decision before the end of this month.
 Commissioners said Wednesday 
they’d proceed with a scheduled 
Thursday hearing on the proposed 
Nemadji Trail Energy Center, but 
postponed a vote on project approval 
until after considering a petition for 
an environmental assessment filed by 
the Native American environmental 
organization Honor the Earth.
 Filed earlier this month, the 
petition was punted to the PUC by 
the initial recipient, the Minnesota 
Environmental Quality Board. The 
commission is expected to take it up 
October 29.
 At Thursday’s hearing in Duluth, 
Attorney Leigh Currie of the Min-
nesota Center for Environmental 
Advocacy called the project “a risk 
for ratepayers.” 
 Statements by project supporters 
that the plant is needed to backstop 
renewable generation “when the sun 
isn’t shining or the wind isn’t blowing” 
is “a misleading sound bite,” Currie 
asserted, claiming “less expensive and 
carbon-free alternatives” are available. 

Nemadji Trail would “lock in another 
fossil-fueled facility for 40 years,” 
damaging Earth’s climate, she said.
 But a state official testified that 
the Nemadji plant would benefit the 
environment.
 Under questioning from Com-
missioner Dan Lipschultz, Dr. Steve 
Rakow of the Commerce Department 
said the plant would reduce “total sys-
tem societal costs” because it would 
be dispatched ahead of coal units and 
displace some coal generation. 
 The opposite scenario would ap-
ply if the Nemadji plant were on the 
MP system today, Rakow said, explain-
ing it’s assumed that future carbon 
dioxide regulatory costs will reverse 
the situation in the early 2020s.
 Over the past decade MP resource 
plans have consistently suggested re-
tiring coal-fired plants, replacing them 
with gas, and considering wind, solar, 
and energy conservation as supple-
ments, Rakow said.
 A representative of large industrial 
power consumers disputed the need 
for Nemadji Trail’s generation output 
on MP’s proposed timeline, calling 
it “too much capacity too soon” and 
claiming the commission was being 
“rushed to a $350 million decision on 
a resource that won’t be needed for 13 
years.”

 On Monday, opponents including 
the Sierra Club staged a media event to 
air claims that the plant isn’t needed, 
is environmentally unsound, and will 
harm Minnesota Power customers 
with higher rates.
 MP officials say they anticipate a 

Annual meeting: Board vacancy to fill, Matheson to appear
 Balloting will be conducted Wednesday, November 
14, for a District 3 Director-Director seat, to fill a vacancy 
on the Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association 
(WECA) board.
 The seat opened at the end of July, when St. Croix 
Electric Cooperative Director Derrick Oberle resigned his 
WECA position after accepting employment with a firm 
outside Wisconsin. The board declined to exercise its 
option to fill the vacancy by appointment at its regularly 
scheduled meeting in August. 
 Nominations must be submitted from the floor, and 
persons interested in seeking the post need not be pres-
ent in order to be nominated at the November 14–15 an-
nual meeting in La Crosse; however, nominees who are 
present will have the opportunity to address the mem-

Aid requests still pending

bership prior to the balloting. 
 The eight District Three electric cooperatives are 
Barron, Bayfield, Chippewa Valley, East Central, Jump 
River, Polk-Burnett, Price, and St. Croix. East Central En-
ergy and Barron Electric already hold WECA board seats, 
but current directors from any of the district’s other six 
co-ops are eligible to seek election to fill the vacancy.
 Also on the agenda is the first appearance of Na-
tional Rural Electric Cooperative Association CEO Jim 
Matheson at a WECA annual meeting.
 Matheson, who assumed the responsibilities of CEO 
in July 2016, is expected to update attendees on issues 
regarded as high priorities by the nationwide electric co-
op organization. His address is scheduled for 9 a.m. on 
Thursday, November 15.

 Between 14 and 20 volunteers 
from about a half-dozen Wisconsin 
electric cooperatives were still waiting 
to hear if they’d be asked to help restore 
power in areas damaged by Hurricane 
Michael, at deadline for this week’s 
Condenser.
 Tim Clay, WECA’s vice president 
for operations, environmental, and 
regulatory services, said if the call 
comes, it would more likely be at the 
end of the week or sometime next 
week. Lodging for relief crews in the 
most severely damaged areas contin-
ues to impede deployments, and in 
some cases contractors have needed 
more time than expected to furnish 
temporary shelter, Clay said following 
a mid-week conference call among 
relief effort coordinators.
 Crews from nine states outside 
those suffering hurricane damage were 
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matters pertaining to Wisconsin’s non-
profit, consumer-owned rural electric    
cooperatives. 
Wisconsin Electric
Cooperative Association
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Madison, WI 53703
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Distribution Design Technician—
Adams-Columbia Electric Cooperative 
(ACEC) is accepting applications for 
a Distribution Design Technician to 
work at the organization’s Friendship 
and Wautoma, Wisconsin, offices. Will 
work closely with co-op employees 
and members to design new service 
line extensions and service upgrades, 
including on-site evaluations and 
preparation of cost sheets, work orders, 
staking sheets, and permits (residential, 
commercial, and subdivisions). Seek-
ing applicants who are self-motivated, 
with excellent communication skills to 
communicate with members, vendors, 

contractors, and ACEC employees.  
Candidate with Associate Degree in 
Electrical Technology or related field, 
and previous experience with Rural 
Utility Service construction practices 
preferred. ACEC is committed to creat-
ing a diverse environment and is proud 
to be an equal opportunity employer. 
Competitive wage, full benefits. For 
more information or to download ap-
plication, visit http://www.acecwi.com/
Careers. May also pick up application 
in person at the Friendship office: 401 
E. Lake Street, Friendship, WI. Deadline 
to apply is 4 p.m. Friday, Nov. 9. EOE 
M/F/Disability/Veteran

2 percent increase—less than $2—on 
their average customer’s monthly bill 
if construction of the plant were to 
take place in the near future. Minne-
sota Power and Dairyland have both 
argued in favor of the plant on the 
basis that it would provide the backup 
generation needed to allow them to 
add more renewable energy sources 
to their portfolios.  

providing assistance, and in some of 
the states that were hit, recovery efforts 
had progressed to the point that crews 
from North and South Carolina were 
able to redeploy to neighboring states 
that have more work to do.
 Additional redeployments within 
the damaged area were expected by 
week’s end.
 Restoring service in the Florida 
Panhandle will be harder, as was 
expected even before Michael made 
landfall just east of Panama City last 
Wednesday. West Florida Electric 
Cooperative (WFEC)—which was 
having greater success in other parts 
of its service area—said it would be 
“thirty-plus days” before a majority of 
its members in Calhoun County would 
see service restored. 
 Calhoun County is inland and just 
northeast of Panama City. The co-op’s 
advisory was circulated through Face-
book, there being no telephone service 
in much of the area, the co-op said.        
 WFEC indicated at midweek it 
would have a need for 300 additional 
line workers.  
 On Tuesday the Miami Herald 
quoted a spokesman for Southern 
Company affiliate Gulf Power saying, 
“This isn’t a restore… this is a rebuild.”
 Further complicating a return to 
any semblance of normal conditions 
is the extent of damage to individual 
structures, leaving them unable to take 
power even after distribution systems 
are repaired. The Herald reported that 
Calhoun County officials estimated as 
much as 70 percent of local housing 
had sustained damage sufficient to 
make it unsafe to reconnect homes to 
the grid.

Damage extreme but hurricanes trendless
 While energy providers face prolonged reconstruction of Gulf Coast 
electric systems, a leader in satellite-based climate observations says 
Florida-landfalling major hurricanes have exhibited no trend, up or down, 
over more than a century.
 Roy Spencer of the University of Alabama – Huntsville, U.S. Science 
Team Leader of NASA’s Aqua Satellite climate monitoring system, said 
last week his plot of Florida major (Category 3 or higher) hurricane strikes 
based on National Hurricane Center data shows no trend in either storm 
frequency or intensity since 1900.
 The most active 20-year period in that 118-year span came between 
1940 and 1960, with seven major strikes out of the combined total of 26. 
The most intense hurricane to hit Florida since the beginning of the 20th 
century was the Labor Day storm in 1935.
 The trend line of the number of major storms over the entire period is 
“insignificantly downward,” Spencer said.

Winter stress examined again
 Neither agency has indicated when 
the work will be completed, but the 
nation’s two primary electric reliability 
watchdogs are again looking into the 
causes of a power supply crunch last 
January and may be suggesting rem-
edies ahead of the coming winter.
 The Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) and North Ameri-
can Electric Reliability Corporation 
(NERC) said last month they would 
open a joint inquiry into the condi-
tions and resulting actions surround-
ing emergency conservation appeals 
from Midwestern and South Central 
regional transmission operators is-
sued January 17. Emergency power 
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purchases and pricing protocols 
were invoked by the Midcontinent 
Independent Transmission System 
Operator (MISO) when extreme cold 
drove demand spikes. 
 The episode has taken on re-
newed relevance amid controversy 
over subsidies for nuclear plants and 
a much-discussed Trump administra-
tion move to preserve the viability of 
coal-fired generation. Some owners 
and operators of coal and nuclear 
generation have maintained that their 
facilities, with on-site fuel supplies, 
are better able to support winter reli-
ability than natural gas-fired plants 
that can be rendered inoperable by 
weather-related pipeline problems.
 A report from MISO weeks after 
the peak of last winter’s demand emer-
gency indicated that availability of all 
generation types had been affected, 
but gas-fired plants accounted for the 
greatest number of unplanned outages.

Gas plant
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