
October 26, 2018

Florida: Wisconsin won’t deploy; two dead in accident 
 Mutual assistance coordinators 
overseeing Hurricane Michael recov-
ery work held their final conference 
call Monday morning, and Wisconsin 
volunteers will not be asked to join the 
effort.
 WECA Vice President of Opera-
tions, Environmental and Regulatory 
Services Tim Clay said Thursday Wis-
consin lineworkers would likely have 
been called upon early, but available 
housing in the affected co-op areas 

was insufficient to accommodate 
large numbers. Given the extent of the 
storm’s destruction, he said, “If they 
could have housed a thousand people 
they would have asked for a thousand.” 
 In the West Florida Electric Coop-
erative service area, where some of the 
worst storm damage occurred, a vehicle 
accident Wednesday evening killed 
two people working on power restora-
tion and critically injured a third.
 Reports in the Panama City News 
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Herald indicated that a pickup truck 
towing a trailer left a road and struck 
three lineworkers. One was a West 
Florida co-op employee. The other 
two were contract workers from North 
Carolina. One of the North Carolinians 
was listed in critical condition at an 
Alabama medical facility late Thurs-
day morning.  
 The driver, who the News Herald 
said has a record of 27 arrests in the 
Tampa area, fled on foot but was appre-
hended by police and was being held 
without bond on three felony charges.
 As of Wednesday West Florida 
Electric had reported significant prog-
ress but estimated that large parts of 
its service area would be waiting from 
five to 20 or more days before power 
is restored.

Annual meeting to examine territory issues
 Tactics employed in attempting to take over utility service areas and 
incumbent providers’ possible responses to them will be analyzed by a pair 
of experienced practitioners Wednesday morning, November 14, at the 
Wisconsin Electric Cooperative Association’s 2018 annual meeting in La 
Crosse. 
 Jim Horan, regulatory affairs director with the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, and Attorney Justin Chasco of Madison’s Wheeler, 
Van Sickle and Anderson law firm are scheduled as the featured speakers.
 The hour-long presentation is prompted by the eight-year activist cam-
paign to take over the Xcel Energy system in Boulder, Colorado, and form 
a municipal utility; this year’s narrowly defeated Decorah, Iowa, referendum 
on municipalizing current investor-owned utility territory; and annexations 
as a device for territorial encroachment.
 Chasco is experienced in utility territory disputes and has successfully 
represented clients before the Supreme Court of Wisconsin, the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, federal courts, and trial courts throughout 
the state.  
 Horan serves as regulatory counsel for NRECA and is responsible for 
distribution utility issues before state and federal agencies. He served pre-
viously as director of government affairs and general counsel for the Min-
nesota Rural Electric Association.  

Chatterjee back in 
FERC chair
 Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission (FERC) member and former 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association lobbyist Neal Chatterjee 
returned to the chairmanship of the 
panel, the White House announced 
Wednesday, as Chairman Kevin Mc-
Intyre stepped down citing health 
reasons.
 McIntyre said he would continue 
as a member of the commission. He 
has been undergoing cancer treatment 
and missed commission meetings this 
month and last. 
 Chatterjee came to the commission 
in August 2017 after an eight-year stint 
as a staffer for Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell (R-KY), following 
his co-op service. He served as interim 
chairman from the time of his Senate 
confirmation until December 2017, 
having joined the panel at a time when 
it had been unable to transact business 
for six months because vacancies pre-
vented forming a quorum. 
 Industry observers regard Chat-

Gas storage low but stable prices expected
 Changes in U.S. natural gas mar-
kets during recent years are expected to 
prevent winter price spikes despite gas 
in storage being at its lowest volume 
in 13 years as cold weather arrives.
 The Energy Information Adminis-
tration (EIA) reported in mid-October 
that gas inventories were the lowest 
since 2005, citing heavy withdrawals 
in January, followed by “the coldest 
April in the past 21 years” delaying 

replenishment of stored supplies.    
 Increased U.S. production and a 
buildout of infrastructure to deliver it 
have combined to reduce the quantity 
of gas in storage necessary to meet win-
ter demand, the EIA said. The agency 
projected that prices will average $2.99 
per million Btu through 2018, nearly 
identical to 2017, and will “increase 
slightly” to about $3.12 per million 
Btu next year.  
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Distribution Design Technician—
Adams-Columbia Electric Cooperative 
(ACEC) is accepting applications for 
a Distribution Design Technician to 
work at the organization’s Friendship 
and Wautoma, Wisconsin, offices. Will 
work closely with co-op employees 
and members to design new service 
line extensions and service upgrades, 
including on-site evaluations and 
preparation of cost sheets, work orders, 
staking sheets, and permits (residential, 
commercial, and subdivisions). Seek-
ing applicants who are self-motivated, 
with excellent communication skills to 
communicate with members, vendors, 
contractors, and ACEC employees.  
Candidate with Associate Degree in 
Electrical Technology or related field 
and previous experience with Rural 
Utility Service construction practices 
preferred. ACEC is committed to creat-
ing a diverse environment and is proud 
to be an equal opportunity employer. 
Competitive wage, full benefits. For 
more information or to download ap-
plication, visit http://www.acecwi.com/
Careers. May also pick up application in 
person at the Friendship office: 401 E. 
Lake Street, Friendship, WI.  Deadline 
to apply is 4 p.m. Friday, Nov. 9. EOE 
M/F/Disability/Veteran

Second nuke project in the offing?
 At least for the time being, the 
United States has one new nuclear 
generation project underway. That 
number was close to shrinking to zero 
a few weeks ago, before the partners in 
a Georgia project voted to keep going 
despite cost overruns.
 Now, the number might edge up to 
two if a buyer commits to purchase the 
output of a partially completed plant 
in Alabama. The answer is due in less 
than three weeks.
 A group of private investors under 
the umbrella of Nuclear Development 
LLC paid $22 million on a $111 million 
bid to acquire the unfinished Belle-
fonte plant in northeast Alabama from 
the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA). 
 Construction at Bellefonte started 
in the 1970s. The TVA concluded 

in 2016 it wouldn’t need the plant’s 
production and decided to sell it. The 
Nuclear Development investors have 
applied for $8 billion in federal loans 
to finish the project but say they might 
drop it if they don’t have a commit-
ment by November 14 from Memphis 
Light, Gas & Water to buy power from 
the plant.    
 The municipal utility signed a 
nonbinding letter of intent in January 
but it needs to be updated before the 
investors can be assured of a binding 
power purchase agreement, the Ala-
bama Media Group reported last Friday. 
 The same report noted that Mem-
phis officials were concerned about the 
risk of an agreement to buy power from 
a facility that’s only partially built. 

 Last week we noted National Hurricane Center 
data revealing that the frequency of major hurricanes 
striking the United States has been declining—at a sta-
tistically insignificant rate but declining nevertheless—
since 1900.
 This week, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration (NOAA) data showed the U.S. on track to-
ward the lowest yearly number of strong (F3 or higher) 
tornadoes since the beginning of useful records in 1954. 
 Thursday morning, NOAA’s daily cumulative 
totals showed U.S. tornadoes of all strengths in 2018 
heading for the second lowest number in that same 
record. (Detection capabilities and population changes 
limit how far back records are considered reliable.) 
 Florida just had a terrible storm; that isn’t at issue. 
The issue is whether Florida or other places are having 
more of them. The answer is no.
 That information is noteworthy in itself, and dou-
bly so with the media mindlessly parroting assertions 
about violent weather happening more often and more 
intensely, and blaming this fantasy on the modest 
warming estimated by NOAA at 35 one-hundredths of 
one degree Fahrenheit per decade since 1954: over 65 
years, a cumulative 2.3 degrees.
 Let’s say that number, with all the problematic 
calculations behind it, is rock-solid. If so, it means the 
documented weather effect of warming thus far is the 

Commentary
Check the records, follow the money

terjee as an ally within the indepen-
dent regulatory panel for the Trump 
administration’s quest to find a way 
of subsidizing economically struggling 
coal and nuclear generation facilities.
 Soon after taking the gavel as act-
ing FERC chairman last year, Chatterjee 
drew fire from environmental groups by 
calling baseload coal and nuclear gen-
eration “essential to national security.”

opposite of what’s ceaselessly claimed by promoters of 
punitive carbon taxes, heavier regulation, and drastic life-
style changes like meeting our nutritional needs by eating 
bugs—and no, we are not making that up. (https://www.
theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/oct/15/edible-
insect-save-planet-global-warming-tasty-trendy)
 Remarks this week by Exelon CEO Christopher Crane 
quoted in Utility Dive shouldn’t pass unnoticed. The on-
line industry newsletter said Exelon prefers a nationwide 
carbon tax over the state subsidies it demanded and is 
receiving from Illinois and New York to keep its nuclear 
plants running. Crane said he prefers “a market-based ap-
proach.” Indeed. 
 There isn’t a micron’s difference between this “mar-
ket-based approach” and Exelon’s gambit of buying up 
nuclear plants, then promoting a nationwide cap-and-
trade policy using government to jack up the price of elec-
tricity produced by Exelon’s competitors.   
 That plan died a decade ago in a Congress with a two-
house Democratic majority that evidently foresaw the effect 
on energy consumers and anyone manufacturing anything 
at all. This time, Exelon’s carbon-tax tub-thumping is back-
stopped by calls to manipulate regional wholesale power 
markets with something Crane calls a “carbon adder.”
 Same agenda, but in our dictionary an adder is de-
fined only secondarily as something that adds. First it’s 
defined as a snake.

FERC


