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Tighten grant rules to prevent agency conflicts: Pruitt
 Legislation requiring disclosure 
of financial relationships between 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) and potential nominees to its 
outside scientific advisory panels may 
be permanently stalled in the U.S. Sen-
ate, but EPA administrator Scott Pruitt 
said last week he was preparing steps 
to accomplish a similar goal.
 Pruitt was expected to issue a 
directive restricting agency-funded 
grants paid to those serving on panels 
that provide guidance to the EPA on the 
scientific basis of planned regulations.
 The EPA Science Advisory Board 
was created by Congress in 1978. Its 
mission is to advise the agency and 
congressional committees on the rel-
evance and validity of science used in 
rulemaking, for instance by evaluating 
the underlying methodology.
 In recent years the board has 
been under scrutiny for alleged cozy 
relationships between the agency and 
board members, in numerous cases 
involving large financial grants critics 
say may have helped the EPA get the 
advice it wanted to justify its policy 
preferences.    
 “If we have individuals who are 
on those [scientific advisory] boards 
receiving money from the agency, 
sometimes to the tune of tens of mil-
lions of dollars, that calls into question 
the independence of the recommenda-

tions that come our way,” Pruitt said 
last week, announcing his intention 
to rein in grants to people serving in 
advisory capacities. 
 In March, the House of Represen-
tatives approved legislation imposing 
disclosure requirements on nominees 
for the advisory panels. A congres-
sional background memo analyzing 
the bill noted that the Congressional 
Research Service found since 2000, 
almost 60 percent of those serving on 
EPA scientific advisory panels had 
received National Center for Environ-
mental Research grants “representing 
hundreds of millions of taxpayer 
dollars.” The memo added that “the 
research they are being asked to in-
dependently review is often directly 
related to the grants they received.” 
 Some advisory panel members, 
the analysis said, “have stated strong 
policy preferences in areas they are 
being asked to provide impartial scien-
tific reviews, and in certain cases advi-
sors review EPA [regulatory] products 
based on their own work.”  
 The legislation—H.R. 1431—
passed the House 236–181 on March 
30 but has since remained in the Sen-
ate Committee on Environment and 
Public Works without further action. 
Similar legislation passed the House in 

the previous Congress but died in the 
same committee without being taken 
up.  
 Federal court documents filed last 
year in litigation by the Energy and 
Environment Legal Institute cite EPA 
records confirming that of 26 members 
the EPA appointed during 2015 to an 
advisory panel reviewing its proposed 
fine particulate matter (pm 2.5) stan-
dards, 24 had been recipients of EPA 
research grants with an aggregate value 
of more than $191 million.
 In May, the Washington Post report-
ed that both the EPA and the Interior 
Department were “overhauling a slew 
of outside advisory boards that inform 
how their agencies assess the science 
underpinning federal policies.”
 The overhaul, the Post said, in-
volves roughly half the members of 
the EPA Scientific Advisory Board not 
being reappointed when their current 
three-year terms expire. Long-term 
board membership extended by rou-
tine reappointment has been a conten-
tious issue between the EPA and some 
of its congressional adversaries.
 The Post noted that no board mem-
ber was being removed prior to term 
expiration and those not reappointed 
would remain free to reapply. 

Watch for 

Annual Meeting info

 WECA annual meeting infor-

mation packets are being sent out 

this week to members who asked 

to receive them by postal service 

mail. 

 Materials for the November 7–8 

meeting at Stevens Point will be sent 

via email to all those who did not 

request delivery by regular mail. 

ROPE deployed after Michigan windstorm

 Line crews from Oconto and Central Wisconsin Electric Cooperatives 
were on the scene Wednesday helping restore service for Alger Delta Coop-
erative Electric Association members in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, who 
lost power due to severe windstorm damage Tuesday.
 Winds as strong as 70 miles per hour were reported across Alger Delta’s 
sprawling service areas, covering parts of five counties. Headquartered in 
Gladstone, Alger Delta’s membership spans the U.P., from a few miles north 
of Marinette, Wisconsin, to the shores of Lake Superior. The co-op joined 
Wisconsin’s ROPE (Restoration of Power in an Emergency) program because 
travel distances are shorter compared with the trip to or from any Lower 
Michigan cooperative.   
 A Michigan municipal utility arriving to assist Alger Delta on Tuesday 
was forced to withdraw its personnel when their own system was disabled 
by the storm. Information released by the cooperative on Wednesday de-
scribed the storm as “devastating.”
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 H.R. 1431 provides that nominees to EPA scientific advisory panels 
must disclose financial interests including EPA grants or contracts or other 
financial assistance relevant to the panel’s activities. It would also require all 
reports and scientific information furnished by the panels to the agency to be 
made public. 
 Opposing the bill at a congressional hearing in March, the Union of Con-
cerned Scientists objected that the measure “would require that all raw data, 
models, code, and other materials from scientific studies be made available 
to the public before a federal agency could use it.” 

Grant rules

U.P. power plant squabble not over yet
 The amount of money WE Ener-
gies will be allowed to recover for 
the cost of continuing operations at 
its Presque Isle power plant in upper 
Michigan remains undetermined. 
 Last Thursday the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission ruled that $24 
million collected by the Milwaukee-
based utility was neither just nor rea-
sonable, but left it to the Midcontinent 
Independent System Operator (MISO) 
to determine what amount—if any—
needs to be refunded.
 WE Energies indicated its inten-
tion in 2013 to retire the aging coal-
fired plant but the MISO declared it a 
“system support resource” necessary 
to maintain Upper Peninsula grid 
reliability. The MISO obtained FERC 
approval to pay WE Energies to keep 

the plant running, but arguments over 
which direction the de facto subsi-
dies were flowing—from Wisconsin 
consumers to Michigan consumers or 
vice versa—have persisted before the 
FERC and Wisconsin and Michigan 
regulators ever since.
 A FERC-approved deal in 2014 
allocated only about 8 percent of the 
payments, plus fuel costs, to Michi-
gan consumers. Wisconsin’s Public 
Service Commission maintained 
Michigan consumers should cover 58 
percent of the costs. 
 Last week the FERC said it made 
no finding but had referred for further 
investigation a charge that WE Ener-
gies altered the date on an invoice 
in calculating the amount of the $24 
million payment.   

Natural gas price 

rise expected

 Earlier this month the Energy 

Information Administration (EIA) 

released projections of higher home 

heating costs for the coming winter, 

less because of rising natural gas 

prices than because of expecta-

tions that temperatures will be 

colder compared with recent years.     

 This week The Wall Street 
Journal upped the ante, adding 

higher gas prices to the mix.

 Factors exerting upward pres-

sure on prices include increased 

industrial demand, exports of gas 

produced in the United States, and 

continuing retirements of coal-fired 
power plants, the Journal said. 

 While conceding other fac-

tors such as increased production 

pointing toward lower prices, the 

story maintains gas inventories 

will likely be depleted faster than 

they’re replaced. It cited more 

recent EIA statistics indicating gas 

in underground storage as of last 

week totaled 3.6 trillion cubic feet, 

or almost 5 percent less than at this 

time in 2016.

Jump River Electric
 A new general manager was wel-
comed and two new directors were 
elected, as approximately 120 mem-
bers of Jump River Electric Coopera-
tive held their 79th annual meeting 
Saturday, October 21, at the Ladysmith 
Middle and High School Auditorium.
 Incumbent Directors Art Thomp-
son and John Hanson were defeated in 
their bids for re-election. Incumbent 
Jerry Carow won a new term, running 
unopposed. 
 Thompson is succeeded by Joe 

Lorence of rural Sheldon, a realtor 
and former supervisory employee at 
Weathershield. Hanson, appointed in 
April to fill a vacancy on the board, 
faced two challengers, Bob Wick 
and Sandy Schara, both of Hayward. 
Schara, a retired business owner and 
longtime member of the Round Lake 
Town Board, emerged the winner.
 General Manager Jim Anderson, 
a second-generation lineman, noted 
that he was in his seventh week with 
Jump River since taking the reins from 
Interim Manager David Oelkers. He had 
previously been manager of operations 
and engineering at Tanner Electric Co-
operative in North Bend, Washington.  
 Members learned that their co-
operative is in the process of ending 
appliance sales at its Hayward facil-
ity after 60 years and closing out the 
remaining stock. They also learned of 
an upward adjustment—the first since 
2011—to the Fixed Cost of Delivery 
Charge (formerly the Facility Charge) 
from $32.90 to $36.90 per month 
as of October 1. Accounts not using 

more than 50 kilowatt-hours per bill-
ing cycle will see their charge rise to 
$40.90. Capital credits totaling more 
than $386,000 were refunded during 
2016, members learned.
 Three bylaw amendments were 
proposed, and all were adopted by 
overwhelming margins. One extends 
to 30 days (from the prior 15) the period 
for members to submit resolutions, 
once notified of the filing deadline. A 
second amendment creates a five-year 
disqualification from seeking a board 
position for any director removed by 
the membership or who resigns a board 
seat before a valid removal petition is 
voted on. The third amendment caps 
at $14,000 per fiscal year the amount 
any director may receive in per diems 
and expense reimbursements.  
 Board reorganization brought 
additional changes. Jerry Carow was 
re-elected president. Myron Brooks 
was elected vice-president, succeed-
ing Walter Kruk; and Joe Lorence was 
elected secretary-treasurer, succeed-
ing Lori Taguma.


