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Five seconds after ignition, smoke and dust billow from the base of the stack at Dairyland Power Cooperative’s retired Alma 

Generating Station and the 700-foot tube begins to tilt. Ten seconds later, the doomed structure has broken into two distinct pieces 

and five seconds after that, it lies converted into rubble. Toppling the stack precisely into the targeted space Monday morning 
required a bit more than 300 pounds of dynamite, packed strategically into more than 400 holes near ground level. Demolition 

of the five small coal-fired units at the 70-year-old plant site was done previously, following their retirements from 2011 through 
2014. (Images courtesy of Elevate Media Group of La Crosse and Dairyland Power Cooperative)

Island’s cable project working to beat winter ice

 A few well-timed windows of 
favorable weather will be crucial, 
but Washington Island Electric 
Cooperative’s submarine cable re-
placement was on track this week to 
be finished before the icy conditions 
that forced it in the first place return 
to interfere. 
 “The project is progressing and we 
are on track to complete the installa-
tion prior to winter ice,” Manager Rob-
ert Cornell said in a communication to 
the co-op membership Wednesday.
 Earlier in the week, Cornell said, 
“excellent progress” was achieved 
Monday and Tuesday installing the 
underground portion of the replace-
ment cable across Plum Island in the 
Porte des Mortes strait between the 
Door County peninsula and Washing-
ton Island. 
 Plum Island figured into the proj-
ect because it straddles a route that will 
take the new cable away from the area 
where ice shoves over multiple winters 
battered the co-op’s 37-year-old cable 
and the accumulated damage cut off 
power delivery from the mainland in 
mid-June.    
 Cornell gave high praise to the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS), 
the agency with permitting authority 

for work in the Green Bay National 
Wildlife Refuge, which includes the 
island in its entirety. Under ordinary 
circumstances, Cornell said, permit-
ting for the Plum Island work could 
take more than two years, but local 
and regional FWS officials sped the 
approval through in a little more than 
three weeks.   
 The replacement submarine cable 
has been ordered and is expected to 
arrive on two large reels by November 
5. In the meantime, Roen Salvage, a 
Sturgeon Bay-based marine construc-

tion firm, is to begin on-shore prepa-
rations a week from Monday prior to 
installing the new cable.
 Cornell conceded that November 
is “far from an ideal time” for the instal-
lation and said two consecutive days 
of “decent weather” will be needed for 
each crossing.
 Once the installation is complete, 
the old cable, repaired in the last week 
of June and operating since, will stay 
energized with no load, to serve as 
an emergency backup for as long as it 
remains viable, Cornell said. 

Safety award winner named
 Lance Burke, Dairyland Power Cooperative’s manager for safety (field 
operations), is the winner of this year’s Herman C. Potthast Award, to be 

presented at a November 14 banquet during the Wisconsin Electric Coop-

erative Association annual meeting in La Crosse.

 Burke provides safety training and field expertise, evaluates work prac-

tices, and writes safety policies for Dairyland transmission crews. Nomina-

tion materials submitted on Burke’s behalf by a co-worker credit him with 

driving safety programming and results beyond expectations.
 The award is intended to honor exceptional qualities of dedication, 
leadership, cooperation, and service. It’s named for the Wisconsin electric 
cooperative job-training coordinator who spearheaded safety education for 

utility workers in this state and nationwide, from the 1940s until his unex-

pected death while attending the National Rural Electric Cooperative Asso-

ciation annual meeting in 1972. 
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ANNUAL MEETING ROUNDUP

Jump River Electric
 Approximately 200 members and 
guests at the Ladysmith Middle & 
High School Auditorium last Saturday 
marked Jump River Electric Coopera-
tive’s 80th annual meeting by looking 
ahead to new services. 
 Board President Jerry Carow re-
ported that electric vehicle charging 
stations will be installed at the co-op’s 
Hayward and Ladysmith facilities, and 
members can volunteer for a “Com-
munity Cents” program rounding their 
bills to the next dollar to help fund 
community organizations and needs.
 Compared with other co-ops, 
Jump River’s rates rank in the middle 
of the pack, Carow noted. Declining 
household energy use, he said, is good 
for the consumer, adding that “We’re 
the only organization that applauds a 
drop in the product we sell.”
 General Manager Jim Anderson 
called 2018 “a year of change and prog-
ress,” noting the start of work on a NISC 
software upgrade enhancing members’ 
security, a more user-friendly website 
soon to be launched, the co-op’s Face-
book page being returned to regular 
activity, and using Wisconsin Energy 
Cooperative News articles to better 
engage with members.

 Anderson was hopeful of ratify-
ing an agreement with the Lac Courte 
Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chip-
pewa, settling issues about electric 
service easements on tribal land.
 He noted that the co-op will retire 
more than $400,000 in capital credits 
this year.
 The co-op is exploring options 
for a new headquarters in Ladysmith, 
to address safety, security, accessibil-
ity, energy efficiency, technological, 
mechanical and electric concerns 
with the existing 1952 building. A 
space-needs study and topographical 
survey have been completed and four 
alternatives are under consideration.
 Members adopted bylaw amend-
ments clarifying director tenure and 
qualifications; setting term limits at 
five, rather than the existing three, 
three-year terms; and creating a new 
article addressing dispute resolution. 
Incumbent Director Jane Reich won 
the only contested board election; 
William van Doorn and John Cerman 
won uncontested races.
 Reorganization brought one 
change to the lineup of officers: Walter 
Kruk succeeds Myron Brooks as vice 
president. Carow was returned as 
president, and Joe Lorence continues 
as secretary-treasurer.  

Adams-Columbia board reorganizes

 Only one incumbent board officer remains in his previous leadership 
position with Adams-Columbia Electric Cooperative, following a reorgani-
zation during the board’s regular monthly meeting last Wednesday. 
 Board Chairman Kendal Nichols resigned his position as a board of-

ficer but will continue serving as a director representing the cooperative’s 
District 5.

 In a reorganization after Nichols vacated his post, Vice Chairman 

Lawrence Becker was elected to succeed him in the chair. Director Cheri 

Gibeaut was elected vice chair to succeed Becker. Director Karen Fahey 

was elected secretary, succeeding Gibeaut in that position. Director Scott 

Link continues in the position of treasurer. 

 Nichols, who had chaired the co-op board since 1995, told Condenser 
Thursday he and his wife, Marci, want to spend more time traveling and 
enjoying their six grandchildren.

Another appeals court affirms nuke subsidies
 For the second time in two weeks, 
a federal appeals court last Thursday 
affirmed a state program creating 
subsidies for economically noncom-
petitive nuclear power plants, based 
on their ability to provide generation 
free of carbon dioxide emissions.
 The U.S. Second Circuit Court of 
Appeals agreed with a district judge’s 
earlier decision that the State of New 
York acted lawfully in legislating a 
program of “Zero Emission Credits” to 
preserve the viability of three upstate 
nuclear plants that were threatened 
with early retirement in the absence 
of a bailout.
 Plaintiffs led by the Electric 
Power Supply Association, a trade 
group comprising merchant energy 
producers operating fossil-fueled 
power plants, argued that the subsi-
dies are contrary to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission’s authority to 
regulate wholesale power markets.
 The appellate court rejected that 
argument, reasoning that it would 
be valid only if the subsidy program 
was contingent on the nuclear plants 
participating in regional wholesale 
market auctions, which it is not.   
 Two weeks earlier, the U.S. Sev-

enth Circuit Court of Appeals rejected 
the same argument on the same basis, 
affirming an Illinois subsidy program 
built around zero emission credits to 
ensure continued operation of nuclear 
plants owned by Exelon subsidiary 
Commonwealth Edison. 

Nuke partners’ ratings hit
 Co-owners of the Vogtle nuclear 
power plant expansion saw their rat-
ings downgraded by Standard and 
Poor’s Financial Services (S&P), in the 
wake of their vote last week to move 
ahead with construction of the long-
delayed project. 
 Ironically, the major owner, Geor-
gia Power, saw S&P lift a negative 
credit watch, reasoning that political 
and regulatory support for the Vogtle 
expansion is expected to continue, 
and that as an investor-owned utility, 
Georgia Power has a greater ability to 
cope with cost overruns, now totaling 
about $13 billion.
 Downgraded were Oglethorpe 
Power Corporation, a generation and 
transmission (G&T) cooperative;  the 
Municipal Electric Authority of Geor-
gia; Dalton Utilities; JEA, the Jackson-
ville, Florida, municipal utility; and 
PowerSouth, an Alabama G&T. The 
latter two have power purchase agree-
ments with the Georgia municipal 
group.   


