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Wisconsin electric cooperative leaders participated in a fly-in to Washington, D.C., last week, visiting Capitol Hill offices to em-
phasize the urgency of passing the RURAL Act to protect co-op tax exempt status. Seen here, Wisconsin’s delegation seeks 
support for the legislation from (clockwise from upper left), Rep. Mike Gallagher, Sen. Tammy Baldwin, Rep. Ron Kind, and Rep. 
Glenn Grothman. All four have signed on as co-sponsors. The group met with four of the state’s eight House members and staff 
for three others, along with both Wisconsin Senators.

Tax fix update: sponsorships keep growing
 Co-sponsorships of the RURAL 
Act continued to climb during the 
past week, reaching 209 in the House 
of Representatives as of Tuesday, a 
gain of 34 compared with last week’s 
figure.  
 Wisconsin co-op leaders recorded 
a notable accomplishment, as Senator 
Tammy Baldwin joined the co-spon-
sorship list, grown by three compared 
with the previous week and—again, as 
of Tuesday—including 28 members of 
the upper house.
 A story in Tuesday’s edition of 
Electric Co-op News cited Washington 
Island Electric Cooperative’s subma-
rine cable replacement among five 
examples of disaster assistance or 

economic development aid—in the 
form of federal broadband grants—
putting co-ops in jeopardy of incurring 
heavy tax liability because of the 2017 
law change scoring the funds as non-
member income, rather than capital as 
under prior law.
 The Tuesday story noted that 
Washington Island Electric qualified 
for $600,000 in state disaster aid and 
that the new state budget allocates $2 
million ($1 million annually) to help 
cover project costs. General Manager 
Robert Cornell is quoted saying “Based 
on the way things are now, we abso-
lutely will lose our tax-exempt status.” 
 “We’re going to be paying taxes on 

 Julie Lund, 
newly hired 
for the position 
of director of 
news and com-
munication at 
WECA, begins 
her duties today 
at the statewide 
organization’s Madison offices. 
 Lund will succeed Dave 
Hoopman, who currently holds 
the position and plans retirement 
at the end of November. The two-

New communications 
staffer welcomed 



 The September 13 ruling—in Wis-
consin v. EPA—raised similar issues. 
Filed in 2016, the suit alleged that 
the EPA stalled review of compliance 
plans from this state, Ohio, and Texas, 
expecting the delay to help justify 
imposition of a federal plan instead.
 The EPA has until the end of Octo-
ber to decide whether to seek rehearing 
of both cases.

Job market
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Manager, Engineering—STAR Energy 
Services LLC seeks regional engineer-
ing manager to be based in Southeast 
Wisconsin. Ideal career opportunity 
for an electrical engineer looking for a 
management position with the flexibility 
to set up an office out of a number of 
strategic locations near our clients. This 
person develops personal relationships 
with clients to help them improve the 
quality and reliability of electric service 
in rural areas. Bachelor’s degree in 
electrical engineering with emphasis in 
power, preferred. Ideal candidate is a 
Professional Engineer (PE) or engineer 
working toward PE with minimum three 

to five years’ experience. Responsibili-
ties include but not limited to gathering 
and analyzing data, preparing reports/
studies, working with engineering mod-
els, power quality investigations, mak-
ing technical recommendations. STAR 
is a wholly owned subsidiary of seven 
rural electric cooperatives. Competitive 
pay, excellent benefits include NRECA 
medical/dental insurance, 401(k) with 
employer contributions and match op-
portunities. Nine paid holidays, paid 
vacation/sick time. For detailed descrip-
tion see http://blog.star-energy.com/
careers/. Deadline to apply is December 
2, 2019.  

month overlap of their tenures was 
deliberately built into the candidate 
recruitment and hiring process to 
facilitate the transition.
 Their career paths include notable 
similarities, each having held multiple 
past positions in broadcast journalism 
and Lund, like Hoopman, coming to 
the co-op association directly from a 
staff position doing media work for 
the Assembly Speaker. 
 A Wisconsin native, Lund is a UW–
La Crosse graduate holding a degree in 

 Last week’s edition incorrectly 
identified the N.F. Leifer Memorial 
Journalism Award to be presented 
at November’s WECA annual meet-
ing as a “three-peat” for Eau Claire 
Energy Cooperative and Mary Kay 
Brevig, producer of the co-op’s local 
magazine pages. An alert reader sug-
gested we check the records and they 
confirm this year’s award represents 
a “four-peat,” the fourth consecutive 
year Eau Claire Energy has achieved 
the honor. Condenser redoubles its 
congratulations and regrets the error.  

Correction

Court turns new attention to cross-state emissions
 The Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) may revisit its inter-
pretation of Clean Air Act “good 
neighbor” provisions affecting power 
plant emissions of ozone precursors, 
with the likeliest change being a firm 
compliance deadline for 20 states 
including Wisconsin.
 The renewed focus would respond 
to actions by two different three-judge 
panels of the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia Circuit, one in 
mid-September, the other on Tuesday. 
 The court’s Tuesday judgment 
vacated an EPA regulation known as 
the “Close-Out Rule,” issued in 2018 
on the premise that by 2023, emis-
sions from the 20 states would be fully 

compliant with existing limits on their 
contributions to ozone formation in 
downwind states and that they would 
therefore not need to undertake new 
control measures to curb them. 
 The court said the Close-Out Rule, 
lacking a specific deadline, would not 
serve the goal of downwind states 
meeting ground-level ozone compli-
ance obligations set for 2021.

Yucca proposal clears subcommittee
 A House Energy and Commerce subcommittee last Thursday approved 
legislation authorizing the Department of Energy to proceed with prepara-
tions for storage of high-level nuclear waste at the Yucca Mountain facility 
in Nevada. 
 The measure still needs approval from the full committee and a vote on 
the house floor, and its prospects of enactment appear dim. Funding for the 
long-delayed project was cut off in 2011 by the Obama administration and 
then-Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-NV), and despite Trump admin-
istration advocacy for restarting the licensing process, neither house has 
been willing to include funding in recent spending bills.
 Energy and Commerce Chairman Frank Pallone (D-NJ) cited the mount-
ing number of nuclear plant retirements as motivation to fulfill the 37-year-
old congressional mandate to provide a national site for permanent, geologic 
storage of high-level waste including power plant fuel.

the money the state gave us to help us,” 
Cornell told Electric Co-op News. “I’m 
not an accountant, I’m an engineer. 
But, to me, that makes no sense.” 
 The RURAL (Revitalizing Under-
developed Rural Areas and Lands) Act 
needs to be passed and signed into law 
before the end of the calendar year if 
tax-exempt status is to be preserved 
for those co-ops currently affected. 

Communications staffer
mass communications with emphasis 
in television production. She has been 
a news reporter, producer, and anchor 
at TV stations in Rhinelander and 
Madison, served four years as deputy 
communications director in the office 
of Governor Scott Walker, and as com-
munications director for the Wisconsin 
Department of Health Services.
 Lund is to assume the duties of 
WECA’s director of news and com-
munication in her own right as of 
December 1.
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