
At noon last Friday, Chicago-

based Exelon Corp. took Unit 1 of 

the Three Mile Island nuclear plant 

off line for the first time in 709 days 
and for the last time ever. And at 
the site best known as a three-word 

synonym for U.S. nuclear electric-

ity’s demise, officials pondered its 
rescue. 

The 1979 partial core meltdown 
of TMI’s Unit 2, long since disman-

tled, is invariably—accurately—de-

scribed as the worst commercial 
nuclear accident in U.S. history; 
yet its only confirmable casualty 
was the industry itself: building this 

country’s newest nuclear genera-

tion facility took 43 years. The sole 

U.S. project under active construc-

tion is years behind schedule and 

billions of dollars over budget.
In a press release last Friday that 

may strike some readers as bitter, 
Exelon nuclear chief Bryan Hanson 

deemed it “regrettable” that Penn-

sylvania doesn’t subsidize nuclear 
generation and decried market 
rules “that fail to evenly value clean 
energy resources and at the same 
time allow emitting resources to 
pollute for free.”

Indeed “bitterness” was noted 
in a WITF (Harrisburg) radio story 

the same day, describing feelings 
about Pennsylvania lawmakers 
declining to bail out TMI in a power 

market “awash in cheaper natural 
gas” and prioritizing the dispatch of 
subsidized renewables.

WITF quoted a legislator at odds 

with party colleagues over factions 
demanding subsidies for their fa-

vored interests while denying them 
to others—a not insignificant issue 
in arguments over which generation 
types are price competitive and 
which are not. The issue might also 
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Raids prompt call for pipeline protection

 The top U.S. energy regulator says 
crippling attacks on Saudi Arabia’s 
oil production infrastructure should 
serve as a wake-up call to step up de-
fense against sabotage of U.S. natural 
gas pipelines.
 Neil Chatterjee, chairman of the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion (and former National Rural Elec-
tric Cooperative Association lobbyist) 
has warned through multiple media 
outlets in recent days that a successful 
attack could cause widespread power 
blackouts because of the U.S. grid’s 
growing dependency on pipelines for 
its fuel supply. 
 Chatterjee told the Houston 
Chronicle last Friday he’s been urging 
greater focus on cybersecurity of the 
nation’s critical energy infrastructure, 
noting criticism earlier this year of the 
Transportation Security Administra-
tion’s (TSA) oversight of pipeline se-
curity. A Government Accountability 
Office report found the TSA’s pipeline 
division had only six employees and 
Chatterjee said he had been leaning on 
the TSA to allocate more resources. 
 A CNN report Tuesday noted that 
the U.S. pipeline system—carrying 
oil and other materials in addition 

to natural gas—spans some 3 million 
miles.
 Chatterjee was quoted in the CNN 
story saying “An outage could really 
have significant cascading effects and 
our adversaries know this.”
 In the past, Chatterjee said, an at-
tack or other event disabling a pipeline 
might have had some level of effect 
on one power plant. But with the 
ongoing shift away from generation 
facilities that maintain fuel supplies 
on-site—in effect, away from coal 
and nuclear—and the corresponding 
growth in gas-fired generation and 
pipeline dependency, many plants 
could be shut down by a single pipe-
line rendered inoperable, he said. 
 “We’re finding that in the 21st 
century, modern warfare has evolved 
to the point where private companies 
now find themselves on the front 
lines,” Chatterjee told CNN.
 Drone attacks on two facilities 
in Saudi Arabia September 14—with 
Iranian sponsorship generally suspect-
ed—took more than half the nation’s 
oil production off line. It’s widely 
disputed whether official Saudi pre-
dictions of restoring full production 
by October can be met. 
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Eau Claire scores Leifer three-peat
 For a third consecutive year and 
the fourth out of the past five, Eau 
Claire Energy Cooperative’s local 
pages in the Wisconsin Energy Co-
operative News have earned the N.F. 
Leifer Memorial Journalism Award, 
to be presented at the WECA annual 
meeting this fall.
 The Eau Claire co-op’s local pages 
are produced by Communications and 
Public Relations Manager Mary Kay 
Brevig. Named for the Vernon Electric 
Cooperative manager who played a 
central role in creating the statewide 
co-op magazine—the nation’s first, in 
1940—as the REA News, the award 

seeks to honor the work behind the 
prior year’s overall strongest local 
pages.
 Local-page entries from all the par-
ticipating cooperatives are reviewed 
every year by a different, independent 
judge, always a communications pro-
fessional and usually with a co-op 
background, recruited annually from 
a different part of the country.  
 Comments from this year’s judge 
characterized Eau Claire’s pages as “A 
laudable service” and noted their focus 
on the priority local-page categories: 
news about the local cooperative, en-
ergy education, and human interest.



Job market

Prepared weekly and distributed since 
1956 to provide timely information on 
matters pertaining to Wisconsin’s non-
profit, consumer-owned rural electric    
cooperatives. 
Wisconsin Electric
Cooperative Association
222 W. Washington Ave., Suite 680
Madison, WI 53703

Executive Assistant—Full-time posi-
tion providing executive support to 
staff members of Wisconsin Electric 
Cooperative Association (WECA) and 
Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News. 
Must be creative and enjoy working 
in mission-driven, results-focused, 
people-oriented, small association 
environment. Requires good judgment 
in varied situations, strong written/
verbal communication, administrative/
organizational skills, ability to maintain 
balance among multiple priorities. 
Must be able to work independently on 

projects from conception to completion 
and able to work under pressure of 

multiple deadlines. Competitive salary 
commensurate with experience; excep-

tional benefits include health insurance, 
401(k), pension, life insurance, paid va-

cation, other perks. Located downtown 

Madison near State Capitol; parking 
provided. Workday flexibility to accom-

modate personal schedule may be 
possible. Send cover letter with resume 
to info@weca.coop with Executive As-

sistant in the subject line, no later than 
October 3, 2019. For more details see 
job description. WECA is a non-profit 
trade association of 25 electric coopera-

tives that provide electricity to nearly 
600,000 people in Wisconsin. WECA 
specializes in government advocacy, 
advises member co-ops on regulatory 
issues, provides education programing 

for co-op employees, directors, youth. 
Wisconsin Energy Cooperative News is 

a WECA publication distributed to more 
than 181,000 households monthly. 

Purchasing Agent—Adams-Columbia 
Electric Cooperative (ACEC), Friend-

ship, Wisconsin, is accepting applica-

tions for above-named position. Primary 
responsibility: efficiently and accurately 
forecast, purchase materials, supplies, 
equipment, and coordinate this activity 
with the needs of all departments within 
the limits of approved board policies, 
operating guides and procedures, 

approved work plans and budgets.  
Establish/maintain relationships with 
distributors to ensure availability as 
ACEC’s needs arise.  Responsible 
for all related reporting, tracking and 

recordkeeping. Requires bachelor’s 
degree in business, two or more years of 
experience in warehouse management 
and purchasing. ACEC is committed to 
creating a diverse environment and is 
proud to be an equal opportunity em-

ployer. Competitive wage, full benefits. 
For more information or to download ap-

plication, visit http://www.acecwi.com/
Careers.aspx, or pick up application in 

person at the Friendship office, 401 E. 
Lake Street, Friendship, WI.  Deadline 
to apply is 4 p.m. Friday, October 18. 
EOE M/F/Disability/Veteran

Tax fix gains co-sponsors
More members of both congres-

sional houses signed on during the 
past week as cosponsors of the RU-
RAL (Revitalizing Underdeveloped 
Rural Areas and Lands) Act, aimed at 
preserving tax-exempt status for co-
operatives that accept federal grants 
or disaster assistance.

Through Tuesday, the co-spon-
sorship lists included 174 House 
members, a gain of 35 from the num-
ber reported here last week. Senate 
co-sponsorships increased to 25, for 
a gain of three. (The lists are updated 
weekly but not necessarily on the 
same day and listing of individual 
members may lag reality.)

Meanwhile, the two principal 
House authors stressed the urgency 
of passing the legislation prior to the 
end of the 2019 calendar year, in order 
to protect cooperatives from incurring 
large tax obligations for accepting fed-
eral disaster assistance or broadband 
deployment grants.

In an interview published last 
Friday by the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association, Reps. Terri 
Sewell (D-AL) and Adrian Smith (R-
NE) agreed that the best tool available 
to assist passage of their legislation 
is direct contact by electric co-op 

prove not insignificant in determining the 
fate of Pennsylvania’s four remaining 
nuclear plants.

But TMI evokes the past. Whether 
policymakers encourage—or at least 
don’t obstruct—future development 
of a new generation of smaller, more 
standardized, and safer power reactors 
can be a barometer of how seriously 
they want utility-scale, zero-emission 
generation they can count on 24 hours 

a day, every day for—let’s say—709 
days in a row.
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members telling their congressional 
representatives about the issue’s im-
portance to rural communities. 

They also agreed on the need for 
rural broadband access and the need 
to avoid increasing its cost. 

The co-sponsorship gains come 
amid talk that the RURAL Act could 
find its way into law by being attached 
to a “must-pass” bill such as a budget 

measure, rather than go through the 
more time-consuming process of en-
actment as a stand-alone bill.

Sewell and Smith both hold seats 
on the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee where the bill (H.R. 2147) has 
awaited action since it was referred 
there April 9. The two said they are 
pressing for a committee vote on the 
proposal as stand-alone legislation. 

Vernon rejoins magazine subscribers
Members of Vernon Electric Coop-

erative within the next few days will 
once again find the Wisconsin Energy 
Cooperative News in their mailboxes, 
after a hiatus of several years.

The cooperative made its decision 
this summer and resumes subscription 
with the October edition, whose cover 
photo will have a familiar look for many 
Vernon Electric members: the October 

“Wisconsin Favorites” feature takes 
up the history and ag-tourism appeal 
of the round barns seen across Vernon 
County in greater numbers than in any 
other U.S. locality—with the probable 
exception of a single county in Ohio. 

Vernon’s complement of about 
10,000 subscribers will boost the 
magazine’s monthly circulation to ap-
proximately 180,000 households. 


