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Duke’s nuke exits deal fresh blows to industry
  The faltering U.S. nuclear power 
industry sustained new setbacks last 
Friday and this week Tuesday, with 
announcements that North Carolina-
based Duke Energy has asked state 
regulators to approve cancellation of 
its Lee nuclear project near Gaffney, 
South Carolina, and reached agree-
ment with Florida regulators on aban-
donment of its proposed Levy County 
nuclear plant near Gainesville. 
 Duke had spent 12 years and more 
than a half-billion dollars on pre-con-
struction activities for the Lee project.
 A company statement called 
nuclear energy “a vital component of 
Duke Energy’s generation portfolio” 
but cited this year’s Westinghouse 
Electric bankruptcy “and other market 

activity” as motivations for backing 
out. 
 “Most notably,” the announce-
ment said, “risks and uncertainties 
to initiating construction on the Lee 
nuclear project have become too great 
and cancellation of the project is the 
best option for customers.”
 The company said it will maintain 
its license to build new nuclear capac-
ity at the site “in the future if it is in 
the best interest of customers.”
 The plan was to build a two-
reactor nuclear facility at an estimated 
cost of about $13 billion, up from an 
estimated $6 billion when the project 
was initially proposed in 2005. 
 Duke’s withdrawals come on the 
heels of the Westinghouse bankruptcy 
and the announcement that the con-
tractor would no longer build nuclear 
reactors in the United States, an event 
that contributed, along with huge cost 
overruns and lengthy delays, to the 
cancellation of another South Carolina 
nuclear expansion project earlier this 
summer.
 The only new nuclear project still 
underway in the United States is the 

addition of two new reactors at Plant 
Vogtle in Georgia. That project is run-
ning far over budget and is thought 
unlikely to be completed before 2023. 
Last week Oglethorpe Power Coopera-
tive, partnering in the project with the 
Atlanta-based Southern Company, 
asked the U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) for $1.6 billion in federal sup-
port to help get the project finished. 
That amount is in addition to an exist-
ing $3 billion DOE loan guarantee.
 At the same time it announced the 
Lee cancellation last Friday, Duke said 
it was asking North Carolina regulators 
to approve a rate increase of almost 
$650 million, part of which would 
defray costs incurred in the project. A 
rate increase request for South Caro-
lina customers was said to be likely 
next year.
 Duke’s plans for the Levy County 
plant had been on hold since 2013. 
The agreement announced Tuesday 
acknowledged that Florida custom-
ers have already paid $870 million 
toward the plant and stipulated they 
would face no further costs related to 
the project. 

 Spared the worst of Hurricane Harvey’s destruction, Texas electric 
co-ops have pulled together for a major recovery effort. 
 According to Martin Bevins, vice president for communications 
and member services with Texas Electric Cooperatives, more than one-
third of the statewide organization’s 75 member co-ops have been par-
ticipating in mutual aid. 
 The worst devastation occurred outside co-op service areas, but 
14 Texas co-ops were dealing with storm-related damage. As of mid-
week, eight had been able to restore service to all, or nearly all, of their 
affected members. At the peak of outages, more than 141,000 co-op 
members were without power.
 Bevins acknowledged many information requests from people 
wishing to send donations. He said the statewide organization doesn’t 
operate a charitable fund but offered a number of local options provid-
ed by some affected cooperatives. See http://www.weca.coop or www.
wecnmagazine.com and click In Every Issue, and then Web Exclusive. 
 Bevins also offered a link to the Red Cross. See www.redcross.org/
donate/donation.

Texas co-ops in recovery mode

Best of the Fest 
Dairyland Power Cooperative Vice 
President Brian Rude, seen here with 
wife, Karen, was named last Saturday as 
2017–18 Fest Master for the La Crosse 
Oktoberfest. This year’s event—the 
57th—runs September 28 through Octo-
ber 1. A 2014 economic study concluded 
that Oktoberfest activities generate $15 
million for the local economy and create 
more than 200 jobs.  
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 Nobody knows when the next major hurricane will 
strike the United States, but until Harvey’s landfall last 
Friday night, it had been almost 12 years since the 
last one (Wilma, Category 3, Florida, October 2005).  
Nowhere in National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration records—since 1851—does another stretch of 
good luck approach that one.
 And that’s worth remembering right now, as op-
portunistic interests strain to rehabilitate the discred-
ited claim that global warming means more violent 
storms more often. The opposite is likelier to be true if 
warming reduces regional temperature differences.
 Nevertheless, previously mothballed claims and 
terminologies are coming back off the shelf to promote 
unappealing policy preferences.
 Headlined, “Harvey’s intensity and rainfall poten-
tial tied to global warming,” a pre-landfall story in last 
Friday’s San Antonio Express-News explained that 
“global warming” (not the conveniently flexible climate 
change) “is making the oceans hotter, fueling the in-
tensity and flooding potential of storms like Harvey, 
climate scientists said as the hurricane approached.”
 Did abundant warm water in the Gulf of Mexico 
strengthen Harvey? Of course. Without abundant 
warm water there’s no hurricane. And it’s summer in 
the Gulf. 
 In a Monday opinion piece for The Guardian, Penn 
State professor Michael Mann, who in 1998 invented 
the “hockey stick” graph to erase the Medieval Warm 
Period, called the storm an “unprecedented disaster.” 
 Unprecedented? Ask the Harris County Flood 

Commentary
Climate change is global warming again

ATC investing in Canadian transmission developer
 The American Transmission Com-
pany’s ATC Development is investing 
capital in Toronto-based oneGRID 
Corp. and has joined the Canadian 
company’s board of directors, accord-
ing to an announcement released last 
Thursday.
 ATC Development Company is 
a separate development branch of 
American Transmission Co., formed 
by its investor-owned utility members 
to pursue development opportunities 
outside the Wisconsin-Illinois-Minne-
sota-Michigan service area where ATC 
owns and operates the transmission 

 Cathy Stepp, secretary of the Wis-
consin Department of Natural Resourc-
es (DNR) since 2011, has accepted the 
position of principal deputy admin-
istrator for the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) Region 7, 
headquartered in Lenexa, Kansas.
 Stepp will at least temporarily 
be the highest-ranking EPA official in 
the region covering Iowa, Nebraska, 
Kansas, and Missouri, pending the 

Control District. A history on its website reveals that “flood 
control has always been a difficult balancing act in Harris 
County, Texas.” 
 In 1836 at the confluence of two bayous, Houston’s 
founders established what would become the city’s down-
town. Over the following century, the website says, Harris 
County endured 16 major floods, “some of which crested 
at more than 40 feet, turning bridges into toothpicks and 
downtown Houston streets into raging rivers.”   
 The history characterizes major flooding in Houston 
as “inevitable as earthquakes in San Francisco, blizzards 
in the Rocky Mountains or tornadoes on the Plains.” 
 It in no way belittles the suffering of Harris County 
residents to note that their current woes were familiar be-
fore the Industrial Revolution. 
 When questionable claims are made about “unprec-
edented” problems, it’s prudent to scrutinize the unprec-
edented solutions proposed.
 Global warming warriors show no sign of wanting a 
truce once they’re dictating what kinds of energy you’re 
required to buy and how much you can use. Anyone 
paying attention in recent years has seen forays into 
regulating travel, the injection of professional and even 
legal jeopardy into conversations about the weather, 
and pronouncements that your dietary habits need to be 
changed. After millennia of progress keeping insects out 
of our food, some activists tell us to ditch the food and eat 
insects. 
 If that sounds distasteful, so does the manipulation 
of Houston’s plight to force upon others lifestyle changes 
few activists would dream of imposing on themselves. 

grid serving some two dozen investor-
owned, cooperative, and municipal 
utilities.
 The Canadian company, oneGRID, 
is an independent transmission de-
veloper with projects in North and 
South America. A joint statement from 
the two companies said oneGRID is 
developing a portfolio of utility-scale 
high-voltage direct current (HVDC) 
transmission projects using underwa-
ter submarine cables.
 The companies noted that about 

200 HVDC projects are currently ac-
tive on six continents, explaining that 
HVDC transmission typically consists 
of two converter stations connected 
by a long transmission line with one 
station converting AC to DC for trans-
mission and the other converting DC 
to AC for distribution to end-users.  
Advantages of HVDC include reduced 
line loss, stronger grid reliability, 
power flow control, and the ability to 
connect asynchronous or out-of-phase 
systems, they said.

appointment of a permanent admin-
istrator.
 A former homebuilder and State 
Senator from the Racine area, Stepp 
served three years on the Natural 
Resources Board as a 1998 appointee 
of then-Governor Tommy Thompson. 
Current Deputy Secretary Kurt Thiede 
was named by Governor Walker as 
interim DNR secretary effective as of 
Thursday.   

Stepp to head EPA regional office


